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Jnti^duction. 



If there is one feature of our times beyond others, that especially 
claims our attention, it is certainly that which gives fulness of 
expression and intenseness of meaning to the words, ** Surely I 
come quickly.'' This feature of our times, we think, we find in the 
many words and works that are reaching us from all quarters, 
in testimony not only to the pre-millenial advent of The Bride- 
groom, but also to the imminence of that coming. 

The reader is here presented with another contribution thereto, 
and we wish him expressly to bear in mind that, as we have not 
written dogmatically, so neither have we written exhaustively, but 
suggestively only ; and wherein we have failed to make clear our 
points, or seem to have spoken offensively to any, we shall be glad 
to give such explanation, or make such reparation, as may seem 
desirable. 

We have written not to promote reasoning upon, but to provoke 
readiness for, that coming. We are more concerned to discover 
truth, and to enforce it practically, than to establish favourite 
theories — our own or other men's ; and to our thinking, the day is 
too far spent to waste time in attempts to reconcile opposing 
theories. 

To devout, earnest, and intelligent readers, then, we would say, 
If our lines of thought agree to any extent with your own, let us 
be mindful that ** a man can receive nothing except it be given him 
of God.'' ** Whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule ; let us mind the same thing ; and if m ^\L^^^l^Si.%-^'^^i^ 
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Pl^EFACE. 



*^ If any one is confident of kiiowing anything, he knows it not yet as 
he ought to know " (1 Cor. viii. 2, E.D.) ; for, at best, " we know in part 
and we prophesy in part ; but when that which is perfect— the Perfect 
One — is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. Now we 
see through a glass darkly." (1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10, 12.) Yet *' this have I 
found, saith the Preacher, weighing one thing after another to find ont 
the reason.'* (Eccles. vii. 27, marginal reading.) 

*< We having the same spirit of faith according as it is written : I 
believed, and therefore have I spoken ; we also believe, and therefore 
speak." (2 Cor. iv. 18.) But, in all we have written we write only 
suggestively^ seeking to excite thought and inquiry in devout minds, at 
the same time that we warn the nnthoughtful and undevout, believing 
that as this age closes and the age of blessedness approaches, fresh light 
will break forth froni the written Word. 

For while to the seer in Babylon it was said, ** Go thy way, Daniel, 
for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end " (Dan» 
xii. 9) ; to the seer in Patmos it was said, '< Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
that are written in this book, for the time is at hand" (Bev. i. 3.) 

N. Stabsey. 

Dbyonshibe Boad, 

Hackney, 1878. 
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BEVELATION I. 1. 



WITHIN a few pages of each other in Holy Writ these words 
are found, as it were in response to the words of the scoflfer 
(2 Peter iii. 4), "Where is the promise of his coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they lyere from 
the beginning of creation." And every year that things continue 
as they are, the scoflfer of the last days grows bolder, for there 
are those who are ready to say, "What about your things 
that were shortly coming to pass 1800 years ago?" Without 
caring, however, to answer the scoflfer, it may be well to fortify our 
own faith and the faith of others by calling to mind that the term 
** shortly " in the mouth of God, and in the mouth of man, admits 
of widely diflferent meanings. When he speaks, whose time for 
work is eternity, with whom one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years no more than one day, we can well understand that 
when alre^ four thousand years hid sped their way. and but two 
thousand, more or less, remained — ^if our reckoning be admitted — 
to complete the world's history of sin and sorrow, the things which 
were to end that history were to him " things which must shortly 
come to pass." 

It may be well then, in the brief space of time that yet remains, 
to consider these things in their nature, order, and design as set 
forth in the Scriptures of truth, that thereby our interest may be 
stirred, our faith strengthened, and our expectation quickened, that 
as wise virgins we may be found of him awake, with our lamps 
trimmed and burning when he comes. 

What then, of the "things which must shortly come to pass," 
may we look for as the Jirst thing that is likely to happen ? It is 
surely that which is to take place suddenly, coming at unawares, 
overtaking as a thief. "As it was in the days of Noah so shall it 
be also in the days of the Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them 
All. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot, • % % «^^\>L*^ccaA 
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shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed, I tell you^ 
in that night there shall be two men in one bed, the one shall be 
taken and the other left ; two women shall be grinding together, 
one shall be taken and the other left; two men shall be in the field, 
one shall be taken and the other left ;'* showing that the same 
moment that it shall be night with some, early morning with others, 
and high day with others, something shall happen which shall be 
unique in the history of our race, some taken, others left. Well 
might the disciples ask in astonishment, "Where, Lord?** 
Whereto shall they be taken ? " And he said unto them. Where- 
soever the body is, there also the eagles will be assembled." (Luke 
xvii. 27-37. Emphatic Diaglott.) 

Ifow without staying to consider the many opinions advanced by 
the commentators, to whom this answer of our Lord has been a 
dark saying, we venture to suggest that the principles of attraction 
and concentration were all that our Lord intended to convey in the 
use of this figure, and that it was an equivalent for saying, " Where 
the head is, thither will the members be assembled." The Jewish 
mind would be already familiar with the emblem of eagles, as 
applied to God's elect people in Exodus xix. 4 and Deut. xxxii. 11. 
The attraction which Christ's bodily presence in the air will have 
for the raised and changed bodies of his saints will necessitate con- 
centration according to that of Paul (Col. iii. 4), " When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory," and that of John (1 Ep. iii. 2), " We know that when he 
shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." 
And to the Corinthians the apostle speaks yet more fully, concerning 
this time of separation, " Behold, I show you a mystery ; we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet " — not heard by the world, 
but only by those for whom it is intended — " for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised, and we shall be changed." And 
again to the Thessalonians, "For this we affirm unto you by the 
Lord's word, that we, the living, who are left over to the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who fell asleep* Because 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout, with 
an archangel's voice, and with God's trumpet ; and the dead in 
Christ will be raised first ; then we, the living who are left over, 
shall at the same time with them be caught away in clouds for a 
meeting of the Lord in the air, and so we shall be always with the 
Lord." (1 Thess. iv. 15, 16, 17. Emphatic Diaglott.) 

This then is the first of the things which must shortly come to 
pass ; and^ now arises the question, Who are they that shall be so 
favoured? will it be the common lot of all the righteous at that 
time living on the earth or sleeping in their graves, or will it be an 
election out of and from among both the living and the sleeping? 
This is a question of great practical moment, and calls for a deep 
and prayerful research of the sacred oracles, that without indulging 
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our fancy or favouring some doctrine or dogma of our own or other 
men's invention, we may earnestly and devoutly inquire, " What 
hath the Lord answered ? and, What hath the Lord spoken ?" 

When, immediately following the words already quoted from 
Luke, as recorded by Matthew, we find our Lord saying, " Watch, 
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come ;" and 
again, " Therefore be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of Man cometh ;'* and again, " Then shall the kingdom 
of heaven be likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps and 
went forth to meet the Bridegroom," it surely behoves us to con- 
sider whether the mind of our Lord expressed herein does not 
call us to the exercise of great heart-searching inquiry upon the 
matter of readiness. For let us observe that five of the virgins 
denoted as wise went in with the Bridegroom to the marriage, 
while the five denoted as foolish were shut out. And further let 
ns note that the foolish were virgins, that they took lamps and went 
forth to meet the Bridegroom, and that when he came their lamps 
were still burning, for though our version reads, "gone out,'* 
Alford's version and others read, " going out," showing it to be a 
question of degree of oil, and not of destitution. But they knew 
where to get oil, and they went and obtained it, and returned only 
too late. And however threatening the Master's words, ** I know 
you not," may sound, we must remember that there are various 
orders of knowledge, and since it cannot mean absolute ignorance, 
it may mean deficient complacency ; and that some versions read, 
** I recognise you not," is certain. Equally certain is it that this 
parable was spoken to disciples, and contained a teaching for them 
which it had not for the multitude. ' 

If then this is the first of the things which are shortly to come 
to pass, and we know not whether his coming may be to-day, two 
questions are supremely important. First, Wherein consists readi- 
ness ? and next. Am I ready ? for an individual matter as it is, 
an individual matter should we make it. Now, readiness to meet 
events of any kind which involve danger, consists in these three 
essentials — wakefulness, armour, and disentanglement. The watch- 
man must be awake to see the thief coming, he must be armed in 
order to attack or defend, and moreover he must be free from all 
claims elsewhere, that he may obey the call of duty. So the good 
soldier or faithful steward must not be entangled with the affairs 
of this life that he may please him who hath called him into office. 
Readiness we understand to mean, continuing in his word, and so 
being his disciples indeed, carrying some cross for him, confessing 
him before men, walking with him in the path of self-denial, 
** doing all things without murmurings and disputings, that we 
be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without rebuke, shining 
as lights in the world, holding forth the "word of life." 'Readiness 
also we understand to consist in " loving his appearing " (2 Tim. 
iv. 8), and " looking for him " (Heb. ix. 28) in the moat Ivi^^^ 
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sense of the word. Some indeed may know little or nothing of the 
doctrine. The appearing of our Lord and Saviour in the clouds 
may form no part of their creed ; no idea of his near approach iu 
person may ever have occurred to them, or been hinted to them by 
book, sermon, or friend ; yet if he is the chief joy of their hearts, 
and they love his appearing, and look for him in their closet, iu 
their Bible, in all the means of grace ; if their hearts beat at the 
mention of his name, and they love all those who love him, what- 
ever sect, creed, or denomination they favour ; such, without ques- 
tion, without exception, shall be found of the number concerning 
whom it is said, " Unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without a sin-offering unto salvation " (Heb. ix. 28), 
'*even the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." (Bom. 
viii. 23.) 

For all such an overcomer's crown is prepared, according to the 
apostle's words in anticipating his own, " And not for me only, but 
also for all such as love his appearing." And here we have an 
answer to the vexed question, often asked and seldom answered to 
satisfaction. Who comprise the bride, the Lamb's wife ? We reply, 
** Such as look for him, such as love his appearing, such as go in 
with him to the marriage, will comprise the bride, the Lamb's wife.'* 
If this be true their number surely is small by comparison with the^ 
many saved. " Many are invited, but few are selected," is the read- 
ing of Matt. xxii. 14:.. {Emphatic Diaglott.) We expect to find 
that the elect, the true election of grace, will not be such as the 
systems of men have taught, an election out of the lost ; but rather 
an election out of the savedy a little flock to whom a kingdom is 
promised, those who strive to enter in at the strait gate and are 
found walking the narrow way of self-denial, concerning which it 
is said, ^^few there be that find it." Here too shall we find a 
fuller meaning and true significance given to that passage so rarely 
appreciated and never understood by the ultra-Calvinist. (2 Pet. i. 
10, 11.) " Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things ye shall 
never fall ; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ;" and that in Bev. xix. 7, 8, 9, '* Let us be glad and rejoice 
and give honour to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine 'linen, clean and white, for the fine linen 
is the righteousness of saints. And he said unto me. Write, 
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lainb." Let any who have thought that the word ** called " in 
tliis last verse, and the same word in Matt. xxii. 14 has the same 
import, — so much and no more, — think yet again before they are 
quite sure that they have the mind of Christ. 

Before proceeding further with my subject, I wish to make a 
quotation from a sermon preached by Bishop Latimer about 1550, 
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apon the words, " Thy kingdom come ;" more especially as it sup- 
ports the theory already advanced, and serves to show the thought 
entertained by him more than three hundred years ago. " Anti- 
christ is already known throughout all the world. Wherefore the 
day is not far oflF. Let us beware, for it will one day fall on our 
heads. * The end of all things draweth near.' St. Peter said so 
at his time. How much more shall we say so ? The world was 
ordained to endure (as all learned men affirm, and prove it from 
Scripture) six thousand years. . Now, of that number there be past 
-5552 years, so there is no more left but 448 years. And further- 
more those days shall be shortened, it shall not be full six thousand 
years, the days shall be shortened for the elect's sake. Therefore 
all those excellent and learned men which without doubt God hath 
sent into the world in these days to give the world warning, all 
those men do gather out of the Scriptures that the last day cannot 
be far off. Peradventure it may come in my days, old as I am, or 
in our children's days. There will be great alterations in that day, 
there will be hurly-burly, like as when a man dieth. There will 
be alteration in the earth and elements, as if to lose their former 
nature and become endued with another. * And then shall they 
see the Son of Man come in a cloud with power and great glory.' " 

Now we are not looking for the last day, or the end of the world. 
These we know to be in the far distance beyond millennial glory. 
But we are "looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Eeturning then to our quotation from Rev. xix. 7, " The 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready." This term, "His wife hath made herself ready," seems 
to us to point to that life, walk, and triumph of faith for which the 
individual believer is responsible, according to the words just quoted, 
" Brethren, give diligence," &c. And if so, readiness has been the 
standard of approval in all ages, even that life of faith which " ob- 
tained for the elders a good report." (Heb. xi. 2.) Thus Abel, who 
by faith offered the "more excellent sacrifice;" Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, who prophesied, "Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of his saints ;" Noah, at once the preacher and heir of 
the righteousness which is by faith ; and Abraham, the father of 
the faithful of all generations, who, wherever he sojourned, built an 
:altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord as a 
witness to all around (see Gen. xii. 7, 8), these all who lived by 
faith, and walked with God by faith, and died in the triumph of 
faith, must surely be of the number who shall comprise the Bride, 
the Lamb's wife, and enter in with him to the marriage supper. 

But Lot and all those who — though righteous men and vexed with 
the filthy conversation of the wicked — ^have notwithstanding chosen 
the well-watered plains, pitched theu* tent toward Sodom, and 
eventually found in Sodom until well nigh consumed in its over- 
;bhrow, these must be ashamed before him at his coming, must h^ 
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saved yet so as by fire, must be as foolish yirgins shut out from the 
marriage supper and therefore in no sense whatever form part of* 
the body and bride of Christ. 

And here it may be necessary to define our understanding of the 
diflference between *' the Church whichis his body'* (Eph. i. 21, 22), 
and ** the Church in the wilderness '* (Acts vii. 88), set forth in 
the New Testament under the several emblems of a body comprising 
head and members, and a vine comprising root and branches ; not. 
two churches, but one, or, as it were, two circles, an outer encom- 
passing an inner ; the former seen by man as " the great house in 
which there are all manner vessels of gold and of silver, of wood 
and of earth '* (2 Tim. ii. 20) ; the latter seen by God as " the 
Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1 
Tim. iii. 15.) ** The Church, which is his body," we find to be 
comprised of living members, made such and preserved such by the 
law of the spirit of life from the Head circulating throughly the- 
inner man, and so freeing them as to their inner life from bondage 
to the law of sin which wars in their members (Rom. viii. 2). And 
as to their outward life, walking in separation from the world and. 
worldly church with their fashions and maxims, their pleasures and 
profits, their poinps and vanities, and especially that covetousness 
which is idolatry, the love of money which is the root of all evil. 
These will be found in readiness through sustained communion with 
God in Christ. These are they who say, "For me to live la 
Christ," and enduring to the end finally overcome and receive the^ 
** full reward " (see 2 John 8). But " the church in the wilder- 
ness," as set forth under the emblem of the great house, and the- 
vine and its branches, is found in an outer circle which may yet be 
divided again and again. For here we have the mixed multitude 
who go up out of Egypt, assay to cast in their lot with Israel, 
become baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea, but in the- 
day of temptation fall away. These are the vessels of wood and of 
earth which the fire proves to be combustible, the fruitless branches 
broken off, gathered by men, cast into the fire, and burned. And 
here also are the weak in faith, who, like Aaron and Miriam, when 
Moses is away for forty days, cannot stand up for God, but are- 
carried away by the popular clamour. The like of Nicodemus boo, 
who came to Jesus by night, and the many who believed on him 
but did not confess him lest they should be put out of the syna- 
gogue ; disciples, but shrinking from the cross consequent upon a. 
confession of him, are not confessed by him at his appearing. 
Vessels of silver perhaps, but not vessels of gold, such as are found 
in the inner circle, possessed of that degree of grace which shall 
constitute them ready ones, purged from fellowship with the vessels 
of wood and of earth, and so found "vessels unto honour, sanctified 
and meet for the Master's approval." Under the emblem of the 
vine and its branches too we find, besides the branches broken off' 
and burnt, branches less fruitful, and branches more fruitful, some: 
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whose fruit is thin and poor and spare, others whose fruit abounds 
to the praise and glory of the Father, the husbandman. 

Here is deep, solemn, and heart-searching truth. When we 
reflect that some for a time stood fair, looked well, promised fruit 
in bud and bloom-, but bringing forth no fruit to perfection, are 
likened to the barren fig-tree that was at length cut down as a 
cumberer of the ground, we may not, must not shelter ourselves 
under the doctrine of final perseverance, either rocking ourselves or 
suffering ourselves to be ** rocked in the covenant " — as it is called 
in a certain school, — ^but must take our Lord's words for truth 
which say, "He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.'* 
Nor forget those who are spoken of as " having been once enligh- 
tened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers 
of the Holy Ghost, yet fall away, not to be renewed again unto 
repentance." (Heb. vi. 4-6.) Such were Balaam, Saul, and Judas, 
Alexander the coppersmith, and Demas who loved this present 
world. These were all in — what we denominate — the visible church, 
** the church in the wilderness " being the called-out-assembly, 
such as now in our day have "named the name of Christ," are 
acknowledged among men as Christian, including all the churches, 
Roman, Greek, Anglican, and Dissenters, all from Mormonites ta 
Plymouth Brethren. God is Judge himself where the line is drawn 
between the outer and the inner circle, between the ready and the 
unready for his appearing. The one essential to readiness we ac- 
count to be love. Love to God and love to man, but especially to 
the household of faith. Love to God in Christ after the order of 
one espoused to him as to the Bridegroom of the soul, coveting and 
cultivating intercourse with him in the bride-chamber of the soul, 
reserving the heart a place for him, clean from idols and clear for 
him, its door ever open for him, but closed to all other. Love ta 
man, regardless of colour, caste, or creed, as to one made like our- 
selves in the image of God, and we ever seeking ways and means 
by which to recover and restore that lost image, believing that the 
same grace which has restored one may restore yet others, seeing 
that "God is no respecter of persons." Love to the fellow-believer, 
too, regardless of his sect or denomination, more ready to esteem 
others better than themselves. While they judge themselves 
severely, they judge others hopefully, making small account of their 
own particular church or sect, but making much account of a sober, 
righteous, and godly life wherever they meet with it, be it in the 
Roman, Greek, Protestant, High Church, Low Church, or Dis- 
senting Communions, remembering how it is written, " In every 
nation he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted 
of him." We conceive it quite possible for the Pope and some of 
his cardinals, the Archimandrite or some of his patriarchs, not less 
than some of the bishops of our own State Church, to be answer- 
able to this test of readiness before God in the secret of their heart 
and closet, independently altogether of the corrvi^t «^%^\s>ka»-^V:Ssv 
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which they stand associated. God, who searcheth the heart, sees 
how far they are responsible before him for fidelity to their light, 
Bnd what that measure of light is. No ecclesiastical association 
necessarily helps or hinders our access to God in secret, seeing that 
comparatively few are accountable for their ecclesiastical association. 
Irresponsible as we all are for our natural birth and parentage, so 
to a great extent are we irresponsible for our church associations. 
If any man by an accession of light feels called of God to " Come 
out and be separate " from some discovered evil, woe be to him if 
he is disobedient to the heavenly vision, but woe to him also if he 
judge his brother for not following him, and let such an one take 
heed how he casts a stumbling-block in his brother's way. " Hast 
thou faith ? have it to thyself before God," but require it not of 
him to whom it is not given. We understand well that the king- 
dom of God is not meat or drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost. Neither the eating of meat, nor the drinking 
of wine, nor the abstinence from either or both shall commend us 
to him. Nevertheless we shall find in the life of faith no provision 
made for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof. That life of faith 
which makes much of Christ makes little of creature necessities. 

Christ is to us according to our faith — and more ; but so much 
«s by faith we are able to grasp of him, so much is he to us experi- 
mentally. To the Jew he is Messiah still, and although in his 
humiliation he knew him not, in his coming glory the Jew shall 
find in his Messiah his highest and fondest hopes fulfilled. To the 
Binner wanting salvation, and as yet appprehending nothing more, 
he is a Saviour, the Christ of God. To the believer translated into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son, where grace reigns, he is both 
Lord and Christ ; and faith realises him there exalted to be both 
Prince and Saviour. But to the saint whose surrender to him has 
become entire and continuous he is all that and more ; espoused to 
him in the Gospel, he is seen and felt to be the soul's very Bride- 
groom, and where the " first love " is still retained, the language 
of the soul becomes, " I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine. 
His mouth is most STveet, yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my 
Beloved and this is my friend, daughters of Jerusalem." (Song, 
v. 16.) And when the Bridegroom comes it shall be seen and 
known who have been living on these terms with him, and who 
following him afar off. The thing we are contemplating as shortly 
to come to pass — ^the first of those things, the rapture — will over- 
take us suddenly, finding us as we then are. Wherefore it behoves 
us now at once to give heed to the admonition, " Examine your- 
selves whether ye be in the faith (i.e., in the life of faith). Know 
ye not your own selves how that Jesus Christ is in you except ye be 
reprobates ?" (That is, without proof, not abiding the proof ; see 
Alford.) (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) And let us not forget that these were the 
words of the Apostle, addressed *' unto the Church of God which 
is at Corinth, with all the saints that are in all Achaia." (2 Cor. i. 1.) 
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This question of readiness is one upon which the conscience of 
the faithful has been exercised to some extent of late years, and 
we doubt not that it has been the stirring of the Spirit of God 
within them. It is now more than forty years ago that two sections, 
of the Christian Church originated what has since become twa 
sects, if not more, and, alas, for their common faith in one Master, 
they have grown as arrogant in their pretensions and intolerant of 
others — but especially of each other — as any of the systems they 
left behind. Good men that they were, they had obtained a light 
beyond their fellows upon the subject of the Lord's coming ; they 
thought, and rightly thought, that it behoved them to be ready for 
that coming ; but, strange to tell, they sought that readiness in two. 
exactly opposite directions. 

Commencing with the life-testimony of the sainted Edward Irving 
(who, between 1822 and 1828, became the voice of the Lord, not to the 
City of London only, but to his own and to succeeding generations, 
"Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight," and 
having delivered his message, " fell on sleep," in the close of 1834, 
until his Lord should come), the Holy Catholic Apostolic Church 
has been, in its way, making ready for the returning Bridegroom. 
This section of the British Church professes to have had from 
heaven, by inspired apostles and prophets of its own communion^ 
the command, " Awake, awake ; put on thy strength, Zion ; put 
on thy beautiful garments, Jerusalem. Shake thyself from the 
dust, and arise ;" and now for a long time has regarded, and wished 
others to regard, in its Church-witness, the words fulfilled, " Hia 
wife hath made herself ready." (Rev. xix. 7.) But what have wa 
seen to be the state of things under the ** restored apostles?" 
Men, good men, doubtless many, professing to bestow the gift of the 
Holy Ghost by ihe laying on of their hands ; yet withal we must ask. 
Has it produced men of power, recognised as such beyond the pale of 
their own church ? Forms, ceremonies, offices, and office-bearera 
in abundance, an elaborate and imposing ritual, with many-coloured 
vestments, incense, and ever-burning lamp in their temple, yet, 
what is it all but Aaron with the name of Christ ? How far beyond 
its own communion has its witness been heard, or known, or felt ? 
But the other section which is now known among us as Plymouth 
Brethrenism took the opposite direction, and (to adopt its owa 
vernacular) met simply as brethren round the person of the Lord 
Jesus, gathering on New Testament ground, assembling on the 
first day of the week to break bread simply .in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. How far this movement, which took place some forty yeara 
ago, was of the Lord, the day of the Lord must declare ; but thia 
much will we say in their behalf as our own conviction concerning 
them, that no body of believers in modem time stood fairer for 
testimony against apostasy from primitive simplicity than did these 
in their outset. But certain, as sad, it is that J. N. Darby and 
B* W. Newton, its prime movers, soon parted company and became 
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de facto apostles of the two rival factions, as they continue to this 
present time, under the several technicalities of open and close 
communions. Still, we must insist that at their commencement 
they became equally pronounced with the Catholic Apostolic Church 
upon pre-millenarian truth, and the required fitness to meet the 
Lord. Whereupon we found them giving prominence to such 
passages as these : " Come out and be ye separate, and touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will receive you," &c. ; and again, " Come 
out of her my people, come out of her (Babylon) that ye partake 
not of her sins, that ye receive not of her plagues.*' " Babylon,^* to 
them, expressed all sects and denominations hut their own. Another 
famous quotation with them was, *' Cease to do evil, learn to do 
well,'* and their interpretation of it was. Cease to recognise the one- 
man-ministry, and learn to meet on Now Testament ground as 
brethren and sisters in Christ. But what has it come to after forty 
years* trial ? A section of the Church numbering considerably the 
largest percentage of genuine believers, earnest and devout students 
of the Bible, and some among them — their leaders especially — able 
tjritics and scholars in Hebrew and Greek, but divided among 
themselves into two, three, or more sections, altogether intolerant 
of other sects, but most of all intolerant of each other, unloving 
and unlovely as any that can be found among Protestant Christians. 
Thus has their testimony among the systems been marred, and 
their power, as a system to produce and proclaim readiness, as effete 
as others. Yet before God, and apart from their system, many, we 
doubt not, are ready to enter in with their Lord when he shall 
return to the wedding. 

Christadelphianism, too, has of late been asserting itself some- 
what as a section of the Christian Church " looking for his appear- 
ing.** But when we find it insisting upon baptism by immersion as 
essential to salvation, what can we think of its notion of readiness 
for the appearing ? 

Wherein then does readiness consist ? Not in holding Second 
Advent truth, not in advocating it, not in preaching it. This 
doctrine, no more than any other held in sentiment only, affects 
our state Godward, while readiness consists in a right state 
Godward. Many are found to-day, and many will be found at his 
appearing, sound in their sentiment of the truth, and, perhaps, loud 
in their proclamation of it, who, nevertheless, weighed in the 
balances as to their state Godward, will be found wanting in 
readiness. Some have been holding it and preaching it for years, 
who have so declined in their testimony that it is evident they have 
tgone to sleep over it. Interrogate them on the subject and they will 
be found holding it still. Others have shelved the subject altogether, 
and, for fear of giving offence or of suffering reproach, keep it to 
themselves, and say nothing about it. 

We knew one good man, a minister, who, after preaching it for 
years, had offer of a charge where the late minister opposed the 
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doctrine, and so did the snrviYing deacons ; and this good man could 
only accept the vacant charge upon the understanding that he was to 
keep in abeyance his special views on this subject. The church 
was old-established, the salary was a " me," the neighbourhood 
was respectable, country exchanged for London, and the young 
family growing up about him becoming expensive. What should 
he do ? Was it imperative he should preach Second Advent 
truth ? The Lord might yet tarry awhile. What shotdd he do ? The 
parley was listened to, the bait took, the charge was accepted, and 
v^hat became of it ? The Church was soon divided. The ministry 
was lamely fulfilled. The good man lived in bondage, and died in the 
dark, with a bad conscience. Will he rise to enter into the joy of 
his Lord ? We think not. (See Matt. xxv. 21, 23 ; 1 Tim. iii. 13.) 
A good man, a saved man, doubtless, but not the good and faithful 
servant that will ^' have confidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his appearing." Wherein then consists readiness, we ask again, 
that we may answer it finally and conclusively ? In one or other 
of three conditions, if not all combined : — 

1st. In having the lamp trimmed and burning. 

2nd. In going out to meet the Bridegroom, and uniting with 
those who raise the cry. 

8rd. In enduring until he comes. 

The lamp trimmed and burning. What is this ? Oil enough 
and to spare, no corroding care, or lust, to hinder the brightness of 
our testimony, vigilance over our own state — that walking ourselves 
in the Hght we may be lights to others ; in the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ loved and loving, tender to charge with wrong, 
and free to forgive wrongs done ; a heart at leisure from itself to soothe 
and sympathise wherever and whenever needed ; blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God without rebuke in evil times and circumstances. 

Going out to meet the Bridegroom, and uniting with those who 
raise the cry — What is this? Looking for a city which hath 
foundations, and therefore not nestling here ; accounting our 
present state one of espomaUy having Christ for our Bridegroom 
and his Father's house for our home ; awake to the blessed fact of 
his promise to come and fetch us, and reminding others of it too ; 
with our aflfections so set on things above, that where our treasure 
is our heart may be also ; and going out of the honour and respect 
of the world into the reproach of Christ the coming One. And that. 

By enduring until he comes. What is this ? Not for a season 
only, not while the fit is upon us, not while the subject is novel 
and the prospects exciting ; but all the while he tarries. How long 
the ten virgins who started together held on their way together we 
are not told. But we are told that while the Bridegroom tarried 
they all slumbered and slept, and this is the testing time for all, 
and the words, "I appoint unto you a kingdom,'* will be the sequel 
of, *' Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations.'* 
Beadiness, then, consists in a state, not what we think, nor what wa 
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believe, nor what we preach, but what we are before him who judgetb 
righteous judgment. 

Having thus fully considered what it is to be ready, and having 
searched our own hearts with the inquiry, Am I ready ? let us 
pass on to consider the rapture, and, as \tell as we are able, iter 
results. For that ^^ moment,*^ spoken of by the apostle in 
1 Cor. XV. 52, must become presently realisedhj millions of our race. 
Something unprecedented in the world's history must soon take 
place, and we shall lose nothing, but possibly make a gain by 
attempting to realise the result consequent upon the rapture, first 
to them that are taken, and next to them that are left. Concerning 
them that are taken but little can be said. The apostle is content 
with saying, " And so shall we ever be with the Lord." What is- 
expressed in the words ** with the Lord," not only does language fail 
to utter, but the imagination fails to conceive. To be " caught 
away with them (the raised ones) in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air," and seeing him to be made like him, is altogether beyond 
human conception. Well might John say, " We know not what 
we shall be, but we know that when he shall appear we shall b© 
like him," and so much as we can grasp of that suffices us to know. 
Whatever we may fail to conceive of, and there is much of detail 
that we cannot attempt to touch even in thought, this much is 
certain, that while surprise will certainly overtake many, regrets 
there can be none. The battle of life suddenly ended, the cross 
laid by for a crown, will admit of no regrets; for ** Glory, glory 
dwelleth in Emanuel's land." Begrets there can be none, that is 
most certain ; but this leads necessarily to reflection upon the 
relative ties and dependents of those who share in the rapture. 
We have it from the lips of our blessed Lord, " Two men shall be 
in the field, one shall be taken and the other left." Let us suppose, 
then, that the one taken will be the landed proprietor or tenant of 
the field, and that at the homestead there will be a wife and several 
young children. What, then, shall be the portion of these? 
Now, Scripture not only joins the man to his wife, and calls them 
one, but the children, too, are so much part and parcel of ourselves 
that the man's household becomes identified with the man for good 
or ill, and hence, we find oft repeated in Scripture, " Thou and thy 
house." (See Gen. vii. 1 ; Jer. xxxviii. 17 ; Acts xi. 14 ; xvi. 
81.) We cannot, therefore, conceive that Infinite Wisdom, who 
is also Infinite Love, will leave the children exposed to the storm of 
tribulation which must then immediately ensue, when their natural 
protector and provider is taken away, or that he being so taken 
away could be free from care and regret if they were left behind. 
Under this consideration we infer that the children of tender age, 
such as are irresponsible for their state Godward, and dependent 
upon the parents, will share the rapture with him. How the case 
may be with the wife may depend upon the measure of sympathy 
or subjection in which she has been to her husband. If an enemy 
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of the trutfi or careless about her state Godward, she may find her- 
self bereaved of both husband and children. Again, let us suppose 
that " the other left " in the field has in his homestead a wife in 
readiness for her Lord's coming, and together with her little ones has 
been caught away at the same moment that he missed his friend. 
He will return to his house to report that some strange thing has 
happened, when, to his amazement, he finds his home empty and 
the servants in consternation to know what has become of mistress 
and the children. And possibly one of the servants, the least 
esteemed in the homestead, and the most put upon, is gone too. 
Moreover, we learn from our blessed Lord, that "Two women shall 
be grinding at the mill,'* possibly fellow-servants, the one reviling, 
the other enduring for his name's sake, whose coming she an- 
ticipates, the one reckoning on her earthly prospects, the other 
looking for her Lord from heaven. No wonder that one is taken 
and the other left, and where will be her reviling then ? 

" In that night also there shall be two men in one bed," possibly 
brothers in one family, and fellow Christians too. Ere they fall 
asleep one may be found saying to the other, " Who knows but 
the Lord may come before morning ! How delightful to wake and 
find oneself * for ever with the Lord !'" To which the other may 
respond, ** Ah, there you are again, riding your favourite hobby ; I 
expect to live and die and be buried many long years before then." 
What wonder that the one should be taken while the other is left ? 

Li like manner we might extend our thought to the exchange, 
the market place, the crowded hospital^ the lonesome sick room^ 
6r the thronged thoroughfare, where two shall be speaking together, 
walking together, negotiating some more or less important business 
matter together ; when lo, in a moment, one is gone and the other 
remains alone. Or it may happen when believers are gathered at 
the table of the Lord, remembering him until he come, and we have 
often thought it may be the happy experience of some to be over- 
taken at such a time. But what empty spaces may be seen then ! 
The minister, with one or two of the deacons, and a score or two 
of the members gone, while the rest are left in blank astonishment 
to self-examination and inquiry whether, after all, they have known 
anything savingly, or whether their faith has been fancy, only. Li 
other cases possibly the minister and the deacons, with the bulk of the 
congregation, may be left to see that those two or three among them 
that held strange pre-millenarian views, and were always talking about 
the importance of being ready, were, after all, right, while the rest 
were wrong. Then, truly, " In the divisions of Eeuben, there shall 
be great searchings of heart." (Judges v. 16.) The High Court of 
Parliament may be at the time assembled, and a lively debate on 
in the House of Commons, when a " division " shall take place 
without being called for, and of* a kind never before known. 
Whether the House of Peers or the Bench of Bishops would be 
invaded, whether the reigning sovereign or any members of tha 
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royal family or household would share in the visitation the day 
must declare. But certain it is that thus the seal of divine appro- 
bation will be set upon the approved ones in that day without 
regard for station, caste, or creed, for " They shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of Hosts in that day, when I make up my special treasure, 
and I will value them as a man valueth his own son that serveth 
him.'* (Mai. iii. 17.) Let us then be of the number who daily say, 
" Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me 
to glory.*' (Psalm Ixxiii. 24.) 

But now we must consider the subjects of the ^' first resurrection " 
as sharers together with us in the rapture. 

But not more important is readiness for the rapture of " those 
who are alive and remain," than for the departure hence of those 
who sleep in death, when viewed in the light of the first resurrec- 
tion. If, ** in the place where the tree falleth there it shall lie " 
in resurrection, and ** the dead know not anything," for, " there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither we go," so that change in our state Godward there can be 
none between death and resurrection, then is it all important 
to live in readiness, that we may die in readiness, and so share 
a glorious part in the first resurrection. If this be not so, we 
fail to understand the earnestness expressed by the apostle (Phil, 
iii. 8, 11) : " I have suflfered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in 
him ; that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection^ 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death, if by any means I might attain unto the resurrec- 
tion from among the dead." (See Emphatic Diaglott.) Why, 
if the apostle entertained the thought of growth and development 
between death and resurrection, was he concerned to finish 
his course with joy ? But life ending here was to him a finished 
course, and hence his exultant song in departing : " I am not 
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth, there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing." (2 Tim i. 12 ; iv. 6, 7, 8.) 

From all which we see the faith of the apostle transferring his 
hope from the present moment of suffering and death, to that day 
when in resurrection he, together with all who love the appearing, 
should receive the overcomer's crown. 

Whereupon we conclude that not more surely will the changed 
ones be an election from among the righteous living, than that 
the first resurrection will be an election from among the righteous 
dead. Hence we read, ^^ Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
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the first resurrection," which, to our understanding, reads, ''He 
that hath part in the first resurrection is especially hlessed and 
holy.'* True it is, that every believer is blessed and holy, in 
proportion to the spirit of faith that is in him, but faith is a 
grace of degree, and only that degree which giveth the victory over 
the world comprises the blessedness and holiness here commended, 
and constitutes its possessors overcomers. After the same manner 
are they pronounced specially blessed who are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. (See Eev. xix. 9.) 

The Apostle to the Hebrews, in speaking of the rest, or keeping 
of Sabbath to the people of God, suggests a possibility of coming 
short of it, and however the rest of faith may here be implied, the 
rest of millennial glory, the creation's Sabbath, the seventh thou- 
sand years of its history, is the rest here spoken of " that remain- 
eth to the people of God." (Heb. iv. 9.) And if these words inspire 
hope, not less do those teach wholesome fear, where we read, 
" Take heed, brethren, lest; Exhort one another daily, lest; We are 
made partakers of Christ (that is of his glory) if; Let us therefore 
fear, lest; Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest.'^ 
Indeed, the whole tenor of these third and fourth chapters of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews suggests possibility of failure, and gites 
warning against it. Not of final salvation, but of the grize of our 
high and holy calling, a part with him in his kingdom and glory. 
Here also we come to see a fulness of meaning in the words : "If 
we be dead with him, we shall also live with him ; if we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him," and " The dead in Christ shall rise 
first." Now the dead in Christ are those who have lived in Christ ; 
but do all believers live in Christ ? All believers living and dying 
in the faith of Christ shall rise to live eternally with him, but the 
object of the present inquiry is that order of rising and living with 
Christ which will ensure reigning with him. Every queen shares 
the throne with the king, and their time of crowning is one. So we 
read the Bride is to share the throne with the Bridegroom when 
he shall come in his own glory and his Father's. (Eev. iii. 21.) 
But only if we be dead with him now, shall we live with him then ; 
only if we suffer with him now, shall we reign with him then ; " for, 
if we believe not, he abideth faithful, he cannot deny himself." So 
persuaded were the believers in the early church of this truth, that 
with a view to reigning with Christ, martyrdom was even coveted 
and sought, rather than avoided. Not necessarily, however, need 
overcomers be martyrs of the order described in Heb. xi. 85-38 ; 
but those who have carried a cross for Christ, those who have put 
off the old man with his deeds, have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts, have suffered shame and disrepute for the 
truth's sake, having bought the truth at great cost, and refused 
to sell it again even to recover a lost reputation with the world or 
their brethren. Such as, being cast out for the truth's sake, have 
found consolation inthe words understood by so few : ** Your bre- 
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thren that hated yon, and that cast yon ont for my name's sake, 
said, Let the Lord be glorified ; bnt he shall appear to yonr joy, 
and they shall be ashamed" (Isa. Ixvi. 5) ; for the same thing that 
has been going on from the beginning, continues still, and shall to 
the end. 

But it may yet be asked by some. Upon what special Scriptures 
do you rely for a Jirst resurrection ? We answer, First, upon the 
apostle's anxiety already quoted from Phil. iii. 11, noting especially 
the right reading, '^from among the dead." Second, his language to 
the Thessalonians, 1 Ep. iv. 16 ; and Third, John's testimony in 
Eev. XX. 5, 6, than which we can conceive of nothing more definite ; 
and this we must consider part and parcel of the first thing that 
shall shortly come to pass, seeing that the change of the living 
and the raising of the dead are to happen simultaneously, in the 
twinkling of an eye, the briefest point of time that can be 
expressed — and for participation in either of which uadiness is 
enjoined. 

Then Abel, the first to lose his life for righteousness ; and Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam, who walked with God, and was not, for 
God took him, as a type of all who should on that account become 
translated that they should not see death ; together with all the 
happy succession of witnesses, down to the saint who latest fell 
asleep, wake from their long sleep of death, and together with 
those who are alive and remain, will be caught away to meet the 
Lord in the air. We will here just hazard the expression of a 
thought we have entertained for years on this matter, for which 
we have indeed no express revelation, but which in the very 
nature of things appears to us not only feasible, but likely ; that, 
whenever the time draws near — say, within a year, two, or three 
—the Lord may spare his loved ones the pain of dying by de- 
taining them on the earth to partake at length in the rapture of 
the living and changed saints. Where he has seen an earnest 
(perhaps a life-long) looking and longing for his appearing, coupled 
with a hope to escape the last enemy, we think it not improbable 
that his love toward them maybe shown after this order; and 
surely the thought that such might be, should prove an addi- 
tional incentive to entertain the lively hope and expectation. 

But some will say. Does not Eomans viii. 17 say, " If children 
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ ?" What more 
than new birth is needed ? Yes ; but it adds, " if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together." And just 
before it says, " They that are in the flesh cannot please God, but 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God they are the sons of Ood/' 
Observe, too, that all sons are not heirs. Abraham, the father of 
the faithful, " had two sons, the one by a bond maid, the other by 
a free woman ; but he who was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh, but he of the free woman was by promise ; which 'things are an 
allegory." In Abram's household Eliezer was heir for a while 
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(Gen. XT. S), until Ishmael was born. Then Ishmael was heir until 
Isaac was born, and Sarah is found saying, '' Cast out this bond- 
woman and her son, for the son of this bondwoman shall not be 
heir." (Gen. xxi. 10.) Eliezer was a faithful servant, and had 
reward according to his service doubtless, but no part in the inheri- 
tance which was to come by promise. Ishmael was a son, and 
although cast out at first with only bread and water, the prayer ol 
faith was not unanswered ; he became a nation, twelve princes his 
sons came to be, having towns and castles according to their nations; 
but no part in the inheritance which was to come by promise. And 
why ? Because the children of promise are counted for the seed. 
First the inheritance is given to Abraham by promise (Gen. xii. 7), 
and then a seed is given to him by promise (Gen. xv. 6), a promised 
inheritance for a promised seed. And who are the children of 
promise ? Those who, seeing the promised inheritance afar off, are 
persuaded of the promises, and embrace them, and confess that they 
are strangers and pilgrims on the earth, and they that say such 
things declare plainly that they seek a country. Those who, 
wallaug in the steps of the faith of' their father Abraham become 
Isaacs — offered ones — and Israels, as princes to have power with 
God, and with men to prevail. The promise was to Abraham and 
those of his seed who should walk in the steps of his faith. Not 
the Ishmaels who mock — and let any of our readers who see not 
vrith us, and are disposed to treat lightly, if not to ridicule, our 
hope, beware how they class themselves with the mocker of Isaac 
— not the Esaus who love sport in the field, and take to themselves 
many wives of the daughters of Canaan and Heth ; and, weary in 
the pursuit of pleasure, despise their birthright, and sell it for a 
mess of pottage. But the Isaacs who are offered ones, whose habit 
of life is to pitch their tent by the well Lahai-roi (Thou God seest 
me !), and build their altar and call upon the name of the Lord in 
the land wherein they are strangers (Gen. xxvi. 25). And the 
Jacobs, too, who, after sending their flocks and herds, their wives 
and children across the brook, are left alone with God to gain the 
name of Israel. Abraham, the man of faith, could afford to give 
Lot his choice of country, knowing that, wherever he went, he 
would build his altar and call upon the name of the Lord, whether 
his neighbours approved of it or not. But Lot, the man of sense 
— albeit he was a righteous man — chose the well- watered plains, 
pitched his tent towards Sodom, and presently was found in Sodom, 
which well-nigh cost him his life ; and, as it was, his sun went 
down behind a cloud. Will he share in the first resurrection ? 
We think not. For then it will be shown to whom the present 
mess of pottage has been more than the future glory of a kingdom, 
who has brought the blind, and the lame, and the halt — what could 
be spared — for sacrifice ; and who has placed his all upon the altar 
that the Lord might take what pleased 'him, who has given grudg- 
ingly to the Lord his tenth ; and who, giving heed to the words of 
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the apostle : ''Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; whatsoerer a 
man soweth that shall he also reap." And again, ''He which 
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully,'* having learned that not 
theirs only, but their own selves must be given to the Lord. 

That the Epistle of James was written to the Church is apparent 
from the frequent repetition of the term " My brethren." But can 
we for a moment think that those amongst them who needed such 
sharp reproof and solemn warning as the fourth chapter and first six 
versesot the fifth chapter presents, if they died as they lived when thus 
addressed by the Apostles, — can we think that such will share a 
glorious part in the first resurrection ? If we mistake not, we have 
known believers who have so lived and so died, for aught the world 
Oif their brethren have known to the contrary. 

And, without indulging too censorious a spirit, we think we know, 
alas ! too many to whom the complaints made to the Churches in 
Asia might be well repeated in the Churches of Europe or America. 
For, let it not be overlooked nor forgotten that to one class in the 
Churches it is said, " I have somewhat against thee, because thou 
hast left thy first love ; remember, therefore, from whence thou art 
fallen and repent." And again, " Kepent, or I will come unto thee 
quickly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth." And 
again, '^ Be watchful and strengthen the things that are ready to 
die, for I have not found thy works perfect before God ; remember, 
therefore, how thou hast received, and hold fast, and repent." " If, 
therefore, thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee." (What evi- 
dence we have in this, that these messages to the Churches of Asia 
were written for all time I) And again, to some who were neither 
cold nor hot, " I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire 
that thou mayst be rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear." 

While to another class in the same Churches it is said, " To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God." And again, " He that overcometh 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations." And again, ** He that overcometh, the same shall be 
clothed in white raiment, and I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before the angels." And again, *' He that overcometh 
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and I will write upon 
him my new name." And again, ** To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and 
am set down with my Father in his throne." 

Those that have wandered out of the way of understanding 
(although believers, and found in Church association to the end of 
their days) shall remain in the congregation of the dead, while 
those that continue in the way of understanding to the end shall 
share in iiie first resurrection. When those shall arise from the 
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dead, and what their portion then shall be we must reserve for a 
future paper ; but to this distinction of classes in the Church of the 
past we call attention as bearing upon resurrection, and in the 
Church of the present as bearing upon the change at his coming. 

But it is time we passed on to the second of the " Things that 
must shortly come to pass,'* viz. : The great tribulation wherein 
" many shall be purified and made white and tried, but the wicked 
will do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand, but the 
wise shall understand.'' (Daniel xii. 10.) 

We have seen the foolish virgins " shut out," which to our 
understanding means, in the case of the dead — not raised — 
in the case of the living — not changed — but left behind to seek 
what sooner they ought to have found, ** oil in their vessels with 
their lamps." Some will doubtless seek it at once by ** going 
to them that sell," having recourse to means of grace ordinary and 
extraordinary, turning to the Lord with weeping and supplication, 
repentance and confession, crying, " Lord, Lord, open to us^" 
hoping that he might grant them a second rapture. But no, the 
door is shut, that day of grace is past, that degree of acceptance and 
approval is lost ; but they may yet attain unto the second degree if 
then they keep the faith, and overcome the beast, his image, his 
mark, and the number of his name, which must then presently rise 
out of the sea of trouble, called the tribulation the great one. Then 
will be better understood than hitherto Luke xxi. 36 :. ** Watch ye, 
therefore, and pray always, that ye maybe accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son 
of man." Their brethren comprising the little flock, or flock of little 
ones, the flock of slaughter, that have gone up, have been accounted 
worthy to escape, and will be then standing before the Son of man 
in his revealed glory. Those who have had their life for the most 
part in the earth must remain on the earth, while those who have 
found their life in him, and lived it, shall be caught away to meet 
him, having (it may be) seen this to be the hope of their calling, and 
followed after it, if they might apprehend that for -which they had 
been apprehended of Christ Jesus, and so pressed toward the mark 
for the prize of their high calling of God in Christ Jesus, even to 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as the bride of Christ 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

It will thus be seen that we have been careful not to ihterpose 
any event between the faith of the believer and the coming of his 
Lord. For it seems to us that if our Lord in going away had said, 
"I will come again, but before I come I will send workmen to set 
the house in order and prepare the household for my reception," we 
should have watched for the coming of the men rather than the 
Master — precisely that which is done by those who look for millen- 
nial blessedness before his coming. But when we consider the 
terms employed to set forth the order and character of his coming, 
we find them to be these, *^ suddenly, at unawares, as a thief, as 
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lightning, as in the days that were before the flood, as it was in the 
days of Lot, in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
Cometh." Nevertheless, while none of the wicked shall understand 
— and many of the righteous, too, we fear shall not understand — ^the 
wise shall understand and so be found in readiness. And Paul to 
the Thessalonians said : '^ But ye, brethren, are not in darkness that 
that day should overtake you as a thief, for yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night/' And 
so it shall come to pass that those in whom grace is found reign- 
ing ; those whose hearts to the inquiry, " Lovest thou me more 
than these ?*' would respond, " Yea, Lord, thou knowest all things, 
thou knowest that I affectionately love thee. (See Emphatic Dia- 
glott.) My chief trouble is, I cannot love thee as I would ;** these, 
such as these, all these, whatever their estimate of themselves may 
be-and many that are last in their own esteem, are first in His- 
shall enter in with him to the marriage ere the door is shut. For 
they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that age and the re- 
surrection from the dead are those who shall be accounted so by 
him, and the raised and changed ones shall in their change receive 
the seal of his approbation. . Thenj^and not till then shall we return 
and discern between the approved and the rejected, between him 
that serveth God, and him that serveth him not. It shall not be 
our own estimate of ourselves, but his estimate of us that shall de- 
termine readiness and unreadiness in that day. All mistakes about 
ourselves aud one another, shall in the Hght of his presence become 
corrected, and many that are first shall be last, and the last shall 
be first. They who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life, in union with one Jesus Christ. 



n.-.THE GREAT TBIBULATION- 

Bev. xn. 12. 

But now we come to consider the sign or wonder seen by John 
in Patmos as recorded in Bev. xii. And before entering upon the 
mysteries contained in this portion of God's Word we wish it to be 
understood that it forms no part of our design to attempt their 
solution in detail, but only to trace to the extent of our ability 
somewhat of the order of their fulfilment. We will only then and 
briefly as possible give expression to our thought, that the attempts 
of the commentators to show that the opening of the seals, the 
sounding of the trumpets, and the utterance of the woes, have had 
their fulfilment in the political changes of the past, is at best feeble, 
indefinite, uncertain, and therefore unsatisfactory. Whether the 
scene described in Bev. iv. has ever been witnessed otherwise than 
in vision is to us very questionable, certainly not in aXL its details, 
if we think correctly that the four and twenty elders are of all 
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choice ones the choicest from among the redeemed^ as Eev. v. 8, 9 
satisfies us that they are. We know that by some these are thought 
to be angels of high order, but not by us, and if we are coiTCct, it is 
certain their seats cannot be filled until after resurrection. And we 
delight in the anticipation of seeing among these Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Samuel, David, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel, if no more, of the Old Testament times ; and of 
the New — Peter, James, John, and Paul, and possibly Wycliffe, 
John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, of modern times, the Two Wit- 
nesses of the future who may be yet unborn, and who shall say how 
many illustrious names which have neve^ adorned the page of 
history! — their contemporaries having failed to appreciate their 
worth. Nor do we confine our thought to the number of twenty- 
four in a book of symbols such as this ; possibly the number may be 
twice or thrice twenty-four. What we understand by the symbols 
here employed is that round about the throne were seats for those 
of our race in whom most of the spirit of the Uying God had been, 
those in whose flesh the most of God had been manifested while 
they were among men. If then our thought concerning these be 
correct, the vision recorded in Eev. iv. cannot be realised until after 
resurrection, so then the taking of the book out of the right hand 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and the opening of its seals with 
all that follows upon the opening of those seals must he yet future. 

We would fain linger in contemplation of this scene, so august, 
so sublime; for although the ground be holy, too holy to be trodden 
with shoes of fancy or speculation, it is attractive to love tempered 
with holy fear, and we would vie with the cherubim in veiling our 
faces while we think rather than gaze on him who " sat upon the 
throne, to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone," with " a 
book in his right hand, written within and on the back side, sealed 
with seven seals." Another is also here ; a Lamb as it had been 
slain, who came and took the book out of the right hand of him 
that sat upon the throne, who also after that he had taken the book 
received divine honour and worship from the four living ones and 
the four and twenty elders. What a reproof does this contain for 
those who fail to honour the Son equally with the Father ! Similar 
distinction of personality we see in the vision recorded in Dan. vii., 
where " the Ancient of Days did sit, and one like the Son of Man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near before him," whereof more hereafter. 

Yet one more preliminary to our subject in Eevelation xii. The 
mystic period, seven times noted in the scripture of truth, twice in 
Daniel, and five times in the Revelation, severally expressed as 
twelve hundred and sixty days, forty and two months, a time, 
times, and an half, a time and times and the dividing of time, 
which all commentators agree as signifying three years and a half. 
He whose work is perfect, and who is worfing out his plan as one 
perfect whole from the beginning to the end thereof, has used 
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largely this perfect number seven, and when at length we are able 
to view the whole scope of revealed truth an accomplished fact, we 
expect to find that the number seven has figured still more largely 
than we can at present comprehend. In seven days the Creator 
wrought and rested from his labour. (Ex. xx. 11.) Moses com- 
manded Israel to observe the seventh month by a feast of seven 
days from the fifteenth day of the month. (Lev. xxiii. 39.) The 
seventh year was to be a sabbath of rest unto the field and the vine- 
yard, that which grew of its own accord was not to be gathered. 
(Lev. XXV. 4.) After seven times seven years the year of jubilee 
was to free all bonds. (Lev. xxv. 10.) The allegorical book of 
Kevelation is replete with sevens. And in seven thousand years 
from creation we doubt not the earth and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up, the page of its history being complete, if our 
reading of revealed truth be correct. Most notable of all, however, 
is the week of witness, the mystic week of years, half of which was 
fulfilled in our Lord's three years and a half ministry ; leaving the 
other half to be fulfilled in the testimony of the Two Witnesses 
during the period called a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days upon which we propose now to treat, the tribulation the great 
one, that hour of temptation which shall come on all the world 
to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

We now turn to Rev. xii., where John records his vision of a great 
wonder (or sign) in heaven, " a woman clothed with the sun, the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." 
This we take to be the church in her ordained position, where God 
has placed her in the purpose of his grace, and where she is, to 
that degree wherein she is right Godward ; clothed with light, that 
she may be "the light of the world." (Matt. v. 14.) "All children of 
the light, and children of the day." (1 Thess. v. 5.) And with "the 
moon under her feet," all sublunary things are beneath her too, 
showing the exalted position she is ordained of God to hold in rela- 
tion to earth and earthly things ; in the world, but not of it; among 
men, but shining as lights ; a reproof upon the world's darkness, 
like to her Lord, holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners. And the better to identify her as the church, we find her 
crowned with twelve stars as the twelve apostles of the Lamb. But 
further, John saw her " travailing in birth, and pained to be de- 
livered," and that in the presence of a monster enemy waiting " to 
devour her child as soon as it was born ; and she brought forth a 
man-child which was to rule all nations with a rod of iron, and her 
child was caught up unto God and his throne." From all which, 
we learn, that ere the rapture takes place, a time of great ex- 
tremity shall have come, and just when the church appears exposed 
to some sweeping calamity, threatening wholesale destruction to 
the cause of truth in the earth, the moment will arrive wherein 
the waiting ones shall be caught away to meet their Lord who to 
the moment shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
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of the archangel, heard by them only for whom it is designed — 
their enemies being left in wonderment what has become of their 
prey. In the church thus caught away, we see the man-child caught 
up unto God and his throne, the church of the first-born, the first- 
fruits unto God and the Lamb, the kind of first-fruits of his crea- 
tures, the overcomers to whom he hath promised power over the 
nations to rule them with a rod of iron, evidently by sharing the 
throne with Him to whom the Father hath promised, " I shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron, thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.** (Psalm 
i. 8, 9.) 

But now another, and surely a greater wonder appears to John. 
There was tvar in heaven. This heaven we understand to be the 
first heaven, the air, the atmosphere that surrounds the earth, the 
region into which the saints have been caught away, where evi- 
dently good and evil angels encounter each other, not for inter- 
course, but it would seem for contention. And here a surprise 
meets us, about which we can only ask suggestively : Can it be that 
the Prince of the power of the air, finding his prey has escaped his 
power on earth, now opposes them in their course through the 
air to meet their Lord, but under a convoy of the innumerable 
host of elect angels under the generalship of Michael they are 
safe ? For we find it expressly said, " Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels," 
and we note that it was a dragon that stood before the woman 
to devour her child on earth, and a dragon fighting in heaven, 
whether two dragons or not, we are not conceraed to inquire — 
the power and inspiration of evil is one. But this we also note, 
that, " they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more 
in heaven." What mode of attack and defence angels can have 
is beyond our finite minds to comprehend, but that they can fight 
and do — ^after some sort — is too plainly revealed to be called in 
question by any truly devout mind. Neither is this a solitary 
instance on the inspired page of the contention of angels, we find 
it also in Daniel x. 13, 20, 21, and Jude 9. Nor is this a new 
feature of bold presumption in Satan to endeavour to devour the 
child as soon as it was born — the devourer that he is. Did he 
not his best to devour the righteous seed as soon as it was born 
in the person of Abel ? And again, in the person of Joseph, " Let 
us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams." And again, in the person of Moses, 
for whose sake he slew all the male children of the Hebrew race for 
a while. And again, in the person of the Babe born in Bethlehem. 
At what a cost to the mothers of Bethlehem was the Messiah bom 
there ! Could it be that the Arch-fiend had prescience suflS- 
cient to know what deliverers these three were born to be, that his 
malice was so directed towards their destruction ? Such questions 
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it 



may be asked but cannot be answered. How Kttle we know of 
Satan's capacity to defy, while he cannot defeat heaven's high 
decrees ! 

Again, we observe that the result of Michael's victory and the 
dragon's defeat is, that this power of evil is cast down into the earth, 
for we read — and let any who doubt the personality of Satan, note 
the wording of this passage : " The great dragon was cast out, that 
old Serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world, he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea ! 
for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but a short time." Here we have a 
hint of his prescience. Now begins the great tribulation, the 
tribulation, the great one (see Alford, Rev. vii. 14), called by 
Daniel ** a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time," (Dan. xii. 1,) and by our Lord, 
** great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be " (Matt. xxiv. 21), reach- 
ing on from the period of the rapture and first resurrection to the 
time that " the Lord shall go forth and fight against those nations 
that shall have come up against Jerusalem to battle ; and his feet 
shall stand upon the Mount of Olives ;" the point of our earth that 
he latest left he shall earliest reach. (Compare Zech. xiv. 4, with 
Acts i. 9, 12.) When thus Satan shall have been cast out into the 
earth, and he shall have but one territory in which to operate, and 
for which to care, he shall concentrate his power upon earth, and 
proceed to bring forth his man, called by Daniel, " a vile person ;" 
by Paul, ** that Man of Sin, the son of perdition, the Lawless 
One " (see Alford, 2 Thess. ii. 8), and by John, " a wild beast." 
(See Alford, Rev. xii. 2.) God has taken his man up into heaven, 
Satan will now have his man upon the earth. God incarnate has 
gone up. Satan having come down, shall become incarnate in a 
sense, and to a degree never hitherto seen, and shall exercise the 
astonishing power of giving life, i.e. breath, to an image, " that the 
image should both speak and cause that as many as would not 
worship the image of the beast should be killed " (Rev. xiii. 15)^ 
whatever that may mean. How much of fact and how much of 
figure we have here, the day must declare, but certain it is that 
** all the world shall wonder after the beast whose names are not 
written in the book of life." He who hath hitherto let — the Holy 
Ghost in the church militant — is now taken out of the way by the 
rapture of the church militant, and then shall that Wicked be re- 
vealed. (See 2 Thess. ii. 7, 8.) Hitherto there has been a with- 
holding " that he might be revealed in his time," but now the 
apostasy has come, and " that Man of Sin must be revealed, the 
son of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
is called God, or that is worshipped ; so that he, as God, sitteth in 
the temple of God showing himself that he is God. Even him 
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whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all power and 
signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in them that perish, because they received not the 
love of the truth that they might be saved.*' By this time the Gospel 
day has run its course, many have heard and learned of the Father 
and come to Christ, the longsuffering of God has waited as in the 
days of Noah, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. But many have neglected the great 
salvation, have rejected the counsel of God against themselves, in 
the brilliant light and teaching of the Gospel in the latter half of 
this nineteenth century, men of science and culture have decided 
for themselves, and would fain teach others that " God is matter, 
and matter is God," and that the " survival of the fittest " is man 
evolved from — they know not what, thus making God, the Bible, 
and its chief author Moses only so many myths. " For this cause 
doth God send them the working of delusion, that they should be- 
lieve the falsehood — the Lawless One — that they all of them may 
be judged who believpd not the truth, but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness." (2 Thess. ii. 11, 12, Alford.) 

This period of wonders foretold by the Apostle in 2 Thess. i. 
and ii. we take to be the same shown to Daniel as a time and 
times, and the dividing of time, wherein shall arise ** a little horn 
having eyes as a man, and a mouth speaking great things against 
the Most High, and he shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 
and think to change times and laws, and they shall be given into 
his hand. But the judgment shall sit and they shall take away his 
dominion te consume and to destroy it unto the end." (Dan. vii. 
25, 26.) This same power we find described in Rev. xiii. as a 
beast rising up out of the' sea, to whom is given a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies, and power is given unto him to con- 
tinue /or^i/ and two months, and to make war with the saints, and to 
overcome them. For another beast is seen coming up out of the 
earth, having horns like a lamb, but speaking as a dragon, exer- 
cising all the power of the first beast, and doing still greater 
wonders, causing fire to come down from heaven and working 
miracles whereby to impose upon his worshippers. The first beast 
we take to be a political power, an infidel power, utterly atheistic 
and materialistic — unlaps, indeed, spiritualistic — ignoring revela- 
tion and God altogether. But this second beast we regard as an 
ecclesiastical power that shall act in concert with, and further the 
ends of the first beast, by causing all both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or 
in their foreheads, and that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
Here shall be seen the patience of the saints, they that keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Herein we find the 
woman of the previous chapter fleeing into the wilderness where 
she hath a place prepared of God that they should feed her there a 
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thousand two hundred and threescore days, *' and to her are given two 
wings of a great eagle that she might fly into the wilderness into 
her place where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a 
time from the face of the serpent, the great dragon," called the 
Devil and Satan. The dragon pursues her a while, but the earth 
is compassionate, opens its mouth, and swallows the flood designed 
to overwhelm her ; yet such is his wrath that he goes to " make 
war with the remnant of her seed which keep the commandments 
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus." (Eev. xii. 17.) 

What all this figurative language is intended to convey it is im- 
possible to foresee, but to us it seems clear, that from the seat of 
the beast — ^wherever that may be — ^those who are left behind when 
the church is caught away, the foolish virgins, the remnant of her 
seed who gave birth to the Man-child, will be driven by persecu- 
tion to some remote part, and that in these fires of persecution, a 
remnant shall prove faithful in resisting the mark of the beast, and 
at the end of his reign he found overcomers. 

But let us consider this beast that John saw rising out of the 
sea ; and without indulging too much our fancy, may we not see in 
its likeness to a leopard with spots many, some possible allusion to 
the German empire with its states many ? in its likeness to a bear, 
some possible allusion to the great northern power of Bussia ? and 
in its likeness to a lion, similar allusion to Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, formerly one kingdom ? — three great powers out of 
whom shall mainly arise an International League uniting under 
one head the several factions known by the names of Socialism, 
Nihilism, Communism, Trades-Unionism, and Fenianism, who, 
when their time shall come, and with it The Man, shall confeder- 
ate against all governments, called ** the powers that be, ordained 
of God," and by force or by fraud, chiefly we apprehend by intimi- 
dation, shall obtain such control and influence as shall cause men 
in astonishment to exclaim. Who is like The Man, our Man? 
(called in the Scriptures of truth, a wild beast). Who is like unto 
the beast ? who is able to make war with him ? Appropriate to our 
subject have been some thoughts that have found expression in the 
latest deliverance from the chair of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, from which we cannot forbear quoting one 
passage. '* In England, the principles wl|ich the French Revolu- 
tion brought to the front — they were really born in England — have 
been working slowly through the solid order of our social system, 
and in these days we are feeling, I think, their full import, with 
remarkable, not to say startling result. If the movement had been 
clearly articulate, I doubt if it could have uttered its proclamation 
more plainly than in the phrase which Professor Clifford has formu- 
lated for us. The kingdom of man is at hand. The kingdom of 
man is at hand ! I confess that I was glad when I saw the words ; 
glad that since the idea is so widely working, it should be for- 
mulated so sharply, and in a shape which places it in such clear 
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antagonism to the Gospel proclamation ; ' The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.' Mr. Cliflford has at any rate the courage of his con- 
victions, and, little meaning it, has done us essential service. 
The hold bald atheism which he has professed, and the bare dry- 
desert which his materialism makes of life, have startled and 
shocked not a few." C*Our Theology," pp. J 5 and 16, by J. 
Baldwin Brown.) 

Whether or not Napoleon Bonaparte was the one head "as it 
were wounded unto death, whose deadly wound became healed " 
(Rev. xiii. 3), we neither presume to say or think conclusively, 
but the same power that he represented, we expect to see rise 
up out of the sea of revolution, clamouring again for liberty, 
equality, fraternity, and receiving power from the dragon, then 
cast out into the earth (Rev. xii. 9 ; xiii. 2), his success will be- 
come so rapid and so complete, that all the world shall wonder after 
the beast, and " all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world." (Rev. xiii. 8.) 

But we must now take note of ** the two witnesses " foreshown 
in Rev. xi. For it would seem that at the commencement of the 
period, we have been considering two shall arise, like unto Moses 
in their power to smite the earth with plagues as often as they will, 
and, like unto Elijah in their power to shut heaven that it rain not 
in the days of their prophecy. And with the promise in Malachi, 
" Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord," we have no difficulty in 
identifying their appearance as its fulfilment. And when we con- 
sider Rev. xi. 4, in relation to them as a quotation from Zech. 
iv. 14, in connection too with the further promise in Malachi 
concerning Elijah, "He shall turn (or as we understand it, 
seek to turn) the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers " (insubordination having be- 
come the rule of social life), we cannot help thinking that the 
primary work of these two witnesses will be, for a brief while, testi- 
mony to a long-suffering God, not willing even then that all should 
perish in the impending judgments. But, rejecting this last testi- 
mony, and seeking to slay the witnesses, his long-suffiering shall 
have an end, and he will through them, fulfil his threat : "I will 
come and smite the earth with a curse." " For, behold, the day 
cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly shall be stubble, and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." (Mai. iv. 1.) Many have been the con- 
jectures of commentators as to who these two witnesses should be, 
some even suggesting that Enoch and Elijah — having been trans- 
lated that they should not see death — shall appear on earth again 
as men in the flesh, to receive eventually the crown of martyrdom. 
With such interpretation, however, we have no sympathy. That 
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they will be men in the flesh we have no doubt ; that they will be 
two exceptionally choice spirits, having had their training in 
common with all the children of men " among the inhabitants of 
Gilead" somewhere, or at ** the back side of some desert ;" neither 
do we doubt that when the church shall be caught away, they will 
be left to fulfil their life-work as anointed ones, " standing by (or 
before) the God of the whole earth." Endowed with supernatural 
powers, they shall not flee before their enemies as do the remnant of 
the woman's seed. (Kev. xii. 14.) " For if any man will hurt them, 
fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies." 
This may be but figurative language, showing that by a word 
they shall be able to strike dead their enemies as Annas and 
Sapphira were smitten to death by the word of Peter. But, 
** when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast shall 
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them, 
and their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 
was crucified." How much of fact and how much of figure here 
also we have, the day must declare ; but wherever the Antichrist 
shall have his metropolis, there, we see no reason why so explicit 
a statement might not have a nearly literal fulfilment. Sodom 
and Egypt are doubtless typical names for apostasy and captivity ; 
and if by this time Jerusalem shall have been rebuilt as the 
capital of Palestine, and become the seat of the beast, it will be 
literally " where also our Lord was crucified." 

But not long do the enemies triumph over these two witnesses, 
for " after three days and an half, the spirit of life from God entered 
into them, and they stood upon their feet ; and they heard a great 
voice from heaven, saying unto them. Come up hither ; and they 
ascended up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies beheld them." 
This resurrection to life, and rapture of these two witnesses, leads 
us to think, if not to conclude, that at the same time there will be 
a second resurrection of more if not all the righteous dead, and a 
second rapture too of all that are alive and remain as overcomers of 
the beast, his image, his name, and the number of his name. 
Many, doubtless, will have been persecuted to death under the 
reign of the beast, who will thus soon be raised again, while some 
may yet remain alive as overcomers, and these must be changed 
and caught up together with the two witnesses to join the Lord and 
his bride in the air, for the two witnesses and the overcomers of the 
beast, must form part of that bride, and so be called unto the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb. (Rev. xix. 9.) 

It appears to us certain, that all who will in any sense or degree, 
see or share millennial glory, must then, if alive, be changed ; if 
sleeping in the dust of the earth, arise. Whether believers who 
have persistently opposed — and some have even ridiculed— pre - 
millennial truth ; whether those who have lived selfish lives, and 
so living have so died ; and whether ttiose v?\io Ix^^Ne failed to stand 
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the test to which they have been exposed under the reign of Anti- 
christ, will be raised or changed at this period, is, to say the least, 
extremely doubtful. According to Daniel xi. 85, ** Some of them 
of understanding shall fall to try them, and to purge, and to make 
them white ;'' and according to Eev. xviii. 4, doubtless some will 
and some will not have obeyed the call, " Come out of her, my 
people, that je partake not of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues.*' The purged and separated ones will doubtless par- 
ticipate in the second rapture, so as to be safely housed with the 
Lord in the air before the final crash and overthrow of Babylon, as 
recorded in this Eev. xviii. 

Now, if our reading of Eev. xvii. be correct, we see the woman 
arrayed in purple and scarlet, whose forehead is inscribed " Mys- 
tery, Babylon the great," to be identical with the beast of Eev. xiii. 
11, coming up out of the earth, which had two horns like a lamb, 
and spake as a dragon. As also we see the beast that rises up out 
of the sea in Eev. xiii. 1, identical with the scarlet coloured beasb 
in Eev. xvii. 3, carrying the woman. As then in Eev. xiii. 5, we 
find power is given to the beast to continue forty and two mont^is — 
the mystic period before named — it is found that during that time 
he grows weary of his rider, turns round upon her, hates her, 
makes her desolate, eats her flesh, and burns her with fire. The 
*' horns" are said to do it, and therefore we read, Eev. xvii. 17, 
" For God hath put it in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, 
and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall 
be fulfilled." Something of this kind has been seen in the past, 
and will be seen again in the near future, in the appropriation of 
Church revenues for secular purposes by act of Parliament in our 
own and other countries. When infidelity has grown rampant it 
will make short work with church property. Illgotten gain, — as 
much of it has been from the first, — the lapse of centuries has not 
suflBced to make it good, and wrested from the people by the force 
or by the fraud of a crafty and covetous priesthood, the people will 
but recover their own, as it shall seem to them. And if the Com- 
mons willed it, what power would the Lords have — for long — to 
hinder it ? Already the growing power of the Commons, and the 
waning power of the Lords spiritual and temporal, in this and 
other countries, points in that direction. 

Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Austria, and Spain are 
ripening for action in opposing the priestly domination in the 
respective governments. And surely its arrogance and folly in 
opposing popular measures, is serving to help along its downfall. 
For still she — this woman Babylon — *^saith in her heart, I sit a 
queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore, shall 
her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine, and 
she shall be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her. For in her is found the blood of -^xor^Wwak^ ^sA <5Jl 
saints^ and of all that were slain upon tlie eaiVSa.*" ^^-^^txvsjl-^ ^'^^ 
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and 24.) Who Rome acconnts Babylon, we are not aware, but 
since the Reformation, Protestants have been unanimous in account- 
ing Rome to be Babylon ; in later days Nonconformists have in- 
cluded all State Churches under the term Babylon ; in later days 
still, Plymouth Brethren and some others have included all sects 
but their own in the term Babylon. We have learned to account 
all as Babylon who have confused and confounded Christ with Belial, 
bearing the name of Christ, while either destitute of, or uncon- 
trolled by, the Spirit of Christ. 

The men who quote Scripture while yet a lie is in their right 
hand, are in Babylon, whatever their ecclesiastical surroundings 
may be, and unless delivered from it, must perish in its overthrow, 
however flattering themselves, or flattered by their fellow men. 

A counterfeit of the Bride, the Lamb's wife, is this mother of har- 
lots and abominations of the earth, and drunken with the blood of 
saints as John saw her, well might he say, ** I wondered with great 
wonder '* (see Alford). And in the beast that carries her awhile, 
and afterward destroys her, we see the kings of the earth with 
whom she has committed spiritual fornication, so long as they could 
promote each other's interest, and serve each other's ends ; but 
eventually they become mutual enemies. So long as Victor 
Emmanuel conceded temporal sovereignty to Pius IX., the Pope 
blessed the king ; but the states of the church annexed, the bless- 
ings became succeeded by curses. This little cloud, no bigger than 
a man's hand, is without doubt, precursor of the approaching 
storm. 

And thus God will judge and destroy the harlot by the beast that 
carried her ; and the beast with the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, God himself judges and destroys finally. Rev. 
xix. 20 ; but this their end is not yet; "judgment must begin at 
the house of God." 

For first we have to consider two notable events which now rise 
to our view, and we confess to some difficulty felt as to which shall 
have the precedence. For cogent reasons we sometimes feel com- 
pelled to place in point of time, the marriage of the Lamb before 
the judgment seat of Christ ; but again, for other and still more 
urgent reasons, we decide the reverse ; and seeing allusion to that 
judgm^it occurs in Rev. xi. 18, whereas the marriage supper has 
no mention until Rev. xix. 7, we decide to consider next, the judg- 
ment seat of Christ distinctly set forth by the apostle, Rom. xiv. 10 ; 
1 Cor. iv. 5 ; and 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Since writing one of our latest pages, wherein we anticipate the 
formation of an international league, the aim of which will be to 
subvert all existing governments and dynasties that oppose it, with 
the professed object of instituting that universal brotherhood of 
nations which shall put an end to war ; that power, already widely 
spread in Europe, has, by one of its agents, smitten well nigh to 
deatii the Emperor of Germany, and t^HIq 77^ ^m^ it ^oems an- 
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certain if he will recover from the stroke of the assassin. This 
circumstance has stricken with awe not Germany alone, but other 
nations in such degree as to divert the attention somewhat from the 
Congress assembling at Berlin, with its momentous issue of peace 
or war, as if a graver peril having graver issues might be at hand, 
which no Congress could ever settle. From the special correspon- 
dent at Berlin of one of our leading daily papers we quote these 
ominous words, written the same week as the Emperor's attempted 
assassination : " The spreading of social democracy's destructive 
doctrines, and the growth throughout the lower classes, in Prussia 
especially, of a mental condition which may be described as the 
recklessness born of desperation, have inspired in the breasts of 
German statesmen and business men, landowners, financiers, — ^in 
fact, of thinking patriots and well-to-do people of all classes, appre- 
hensions of the most painful nature as to what may be the internal 
convulsions reserved for New Germany in a by no means remote 
future. These apprehensions have been stimulated by recent and 
most deplorable events into a genuine panic. The terrible monster 
whose voice has made itself heard in menacing growls throughout 
the length and breadth of Germany almost continuously ever since 
the meeting of the three Emperors at Berlin — which was inter- 
preted to the working classes by their oracles as the outward and 
visible sign of an imperial conspiracy against oppressed nationalities 
and popular liberties, has now shown its claws and teeth, and with 
such appalling effect that every man of rank and fortune, every per- 
sonage born in the purple, or occupying a position of distinction, is 
for the moment stricken with consternation, and, shuddering at the 
horror of what has happened, asks himself, What will happen 
next?" 

Speaking of the assassin, the article goes on to say : " The man 
was a typical specimen of the flower of social democracy, of an 
organisation counting millions of adherents, and thousands of aco- 
lytes, as intelligent, instructed, and fatally resolved as himself, 
which regards regicide and the despoiling of the rich as the highest 
of human duties,' and which succeeds in imposing upon its disciples 
an obedience as absolute and a self-devotion as utter as does the 
papacy itself. When such a man shoots his emperor, and then 
himself, on purely social democratic principles, we catch an awful 
glimpse of the abyss of crime, misery, and horror into which society 
may find itself hurled at any moment, at the bidding of the occult 
and mysterious hierarchy that disposes of the forces exemplified by 
this calmly murderous and conscientiously merciless Doctor of 
Philosophy." A few days later, we read in the same journal, and 
from the same pen, the following : " German Social Democracy is 
incorporated destructiveness, not merely theoretical, but grimly, 
fatally practical. It is a grisly monster with sharp claws, trenchant 
teeth, and a furious temper knowing no pitjjioiVcstTiQS.^-NJG^i'^'^ «ss:^- 
tbing beautifal, lofty, or spiritual, mo-^eSi \i^ otl^ ^\i^Qf^'®s^%^ 
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devouring passion, impenetrable to reason, persuasion, imprecation. 
There is only one way of dealing with such an incarnate demon, 
and that way Pi^ince Bismarck is about to try. Time will show 
whether even his genius and iron will prove mighty enough to sub- 
due the Great Dragon of the nineteenth century." 

Again we quote from one of our newest monthlies, called The 
Nineteenth Century, for the present month, the following passage 
which closes one of its articles, entitled, " The Social Cause q/ 
Nihilism and Pessimism in Germany.*' 

** Finally, we may say that the present state of Europe in general 
carries with it a pessimistic tendency; for dark clouds are overhead, 
spreading twilight over the earth, the light that favours pessimism. 
They are clouds which threaten terrible storms, — change in reli- 
gions, change in social institutions, change in nations all over the 
earth. One feels as though war, terrible war, must come sooner or 
later — war that will change the whole aspect of the earth, so that 
should one sleep a hundred years and then awake, he would not 
recognise the earth as his own, so altered will be its face. And as 
before a storm, when heavy clouds hide the sun, the cattle hide 
their heads, and men fly to their gloomy dwellings, and a dim, 
frightened feeling creeps over their hearts beating with fear, so do 
nations now feel a strange voidness in their hearts, an indistinct 
fear, which is itself a form of Pessimism." 

Ominous words these to be found in secular mediums, spread 
broadcast over the land in the form of newspapers and periodicals, 
strongly indicative to tis that the things we are contemplating as 
those which must shortly come to pass, are nigh at hand, even at 
the doors. One might easily imagine the writer of the second 
article from which we quote, to have borrowed his imagery from 
Daniel vii. 19 and its sequel. 

Before however passing on to the consideration of that august 
scene, the judgment seat of Christ, let us pause awhile to follow in 
thought the Church where we left her — raised, changed, and caught 
away to meet the Lord in the air, and — so well as we are able — 
contemplate her bliss during the interval we have been considering 
as the reign of the beast upon the earth. 

What mighty contrasts have we here ! Man at his worst estate 
in the earthlies ; Man at his best estate in the heavenlies. Satan*s 
man enthroned and worshipped by the worst of man on earth; God's 
Man enthroned and worshipped by the best of man in heaven. The 
one for a moment, the other for ever. 

So well as we are able, then — for how far short must our 
highest conceptions be of that glory which seers in vision found 
it hard to describe !— let us contemplate the first meeting 
in person of the Bridegroom with his Bride. We think the 
first sight the Church matured and meetened for marriage shall 
obtain of her Lord, will in some sort agree with the last sight she 
Iiad of him in ber infancy, when ** liiting xi^ \i\a\i'WDA!a ^x'b XAfe'^-e.^d 



"things WmOH MUST BHOBTLY OOIIE TO PASS." 87 

them, and while he blessed them he was parted from them, and a 
cloud received him out of their sight." For now, as their great 
Melchizedek, he shall meet them fresh from the battle-field, as 
the true seed of their father Abraham returning from the slaughter 
of kings, having fought a good fight, and kept the faith to the end ; 
now as slain ones, yet more than conquerors, they have as his true 
followers ascended up on high, leading captivity captive, he, their 
great Forerunner, comes forth with uplifted hands to bless, and 
with the bread of satisfaction and the wine of joy in hand, blesses 
them, pronouncing them "blessed of the Most High God, possessor 
of heaven and earth," and as heirs of that God and joint heirs with 
himself in his Father's possession — now become his own and their 
inheritance — invites them to bless the Most High God who hath 
delivered them thus from all their enemies and given them a final 
Yictory. Thus as king of righteousness and king of peace he shall 
invite them to share dominion with him, and as Priest of the Most 
High God " he shall come down from oflfering the sin-oflfering, the 
burnt-oflfering, and the peace-oflfering," — all in his own person ful- 
filled, — and forth from the right hand of the Majesty on high 
" shall come out and bless the people, and the glory of Jehovah 
shall appear." (Lev. ix. 22, 23.) 

Nor must we forget the many risen saints who then must bear him 
company, who for eighteen hundred years and more, have been in 
glory with their risen Lord. What their number may have been or 
who, we are not told, but Matthew says, ''Many bodies of the saints 
which slept arose and came out of their graves after his resurrec- 
tion, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many." Now, 
that which alone is certain of them is, that their burial-place was 
at Jerusalem, that the earthquake disturbed their resting-place and 
consequently them, and that when by the Spirit of Holiness the 
Father raised Jesus from the dead, it pleased him to raise these 
also, and by their appearing to many in Jerusalem, " the holy 
city," to give our faith assurance that not our Lord alone, but all 
his saints should with him share in risen life. If we might indulge 
our fancy ever so little, it would be to imagine that Zecharias and 
Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna, and possibly John the Baptist, fore- 
runner of our Lord, were among this favoured company, who, we 
doubt not, tarried only the " forty days," and then as our blessed 
Lord's escort ascended with him, comprising together with him the 
the wave sheaf (Lev. xxiii. 10, 11), sample, earnest, and firstfruits 
of the great harvest of risen ones, which at the period we are con- 
sidering shall have been at length reaped to share the glory with 
them. ''And so shall we ever be with the Lord," said the apostle ; 
and well may he add, " Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words." But how shall we conceive what is contained in those 
words, ''ivith the Lord!'' At length to see with adoring love and 
admiring gaze, *' the blessed and only Po\.eii\»«i.\»ft,\JcLQklS^%^W\x^^> 
and Lord of lords, Yfho only hath (inbLeient'^ VimxiOt\fiX\^l ^ ^^^^^^^^ 
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in the light which no (mortal) man can approach unto, whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see ;" but then ourselves made like him, 
" for we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ who shall 
change our vile body," to which John adds, " it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall be, but we know that when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." Shall we indeed 
recognise ourselves when rid from the body of our humiliation 
without, and our propensity within to sin ? Yes, verily, for then 
we shall only be what now we want to be, and so much more than 
now we are able to ask or think, for all that he is able to do he will 
then have done, not only /or us, but in us. The purchased posses- 
sion at length redeemed vrith a full redemption. And when our 
eyes shall have been filled with his beauty, and our tongues with 
his praise, and again and again, and yet again we shall have united 
in one grand chorus, *' Unto him that loved us and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever," and when we shall have realised in our own very per- 
sons the summum bonum of all our toilsome years of earnest 
longings and expectations, we shall then begin to look around us, 
and make our first attempt to realise and recognise the company 
that we are in. Then at length shall we see as never hitherto have 
been seen, 

" Apostles, prophets, martyrs there, 
Around our Saviour stand.** 

For there shall stand Enoch, the seventh from Adam ; and there 
Noah, the preacher of righteousness ; and there Abraham, the 
father of the faithful ; and there Joseph, whose feet they hurt with 
fetters ; and there Moses, faithful in all his house ; and there 
Samuel, the first of the prophets ; and there David, the sweet 
psalmist of Israel; and there Elijah and his faithful servant Elisha, 
no longer calling him master or father, but fellow partaker with 
him in the glory; and there Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, and Zechariah, minor prophets no more. Nor 
less shall we note the new Testament worthies then and there ; 
prominent among whom must stand Paul, no longer Saul of Tarsus, 
or Paul the aged and infirm ; but Paul the apostle to the Gentiles, 
able to say of the Thessalonians and others, *^ What is my hope 
or joy or crown of rejoicing ? are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ? for ye are my glory and joy." 
James, Cephas, and John, too, who seemed to be pillars in the 
infant Church, now about to be appointed "pillars in the temple 
of God, to go no more out." Nor shall we fail to note the Mary 
whom all people have since called ''blessed," and the relation 
wherein she will stand to the Lamb in the midst of the throne — 
not enthroned with him, as the Komanists vainly teach — but in 
company doubtless with the other Maries, three of whom were found 
at; the cross, Mary tho mother of JeBua, "MLaiy ^Jciei^^^ cA Cj\fto^h.aa^ 
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Salome also, our Lord's aunt ; Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and 
another Mary possibly, "who bestowed on the apostles much 
labour." Without doubt all these found with him in his humiliation, 
shall be found with him in his glory, no longer in any sense the 
weaker sex, or inferior on that account, but all according to their 
measure of the divine within them full to overflowing. With what 
delight, too, shall we see Augustine, Cyprian, and the venerable 
Bede, Wycliflfe, John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, Luther, Calvin, 
and Zwingle, Cranmer, Hooper, Latimer, and Kidley, John Knox, 
Samuel Eutherford, and Eobert McCheyne, Fenelon and Madame 
Guion, Newton and Cowper, Whitfield and Wesley, Thomas Chal- 
mers and Edward Irving, together with not a few loved and 
honoured names of our own time. Oh, how one's heart leaps for joy 
and hope of seeing all that has been truly good and great and noble 
in our race gathered in one glad company around the Man whom all 
have delighted to honour ! Nor shall these worthies with whom 
we have become familiar on the page of history or with whom we 
may have had some personal acquaintance alone be there, but many 
a servant faithful in all his house, yet never perhaps known beyond 
it, that his or her name should be inscribed on any page or portal, 
but whose work done to the Master's eye shall not be forgotten of 
him or lose its due reward. Many a missionary on home and 
foreign service, whose work has never appeared in any annual re- 
port. Many a pastor whose ** cause " has been esteemed little by 
his fellow men, but cared for as his Master's cause shall not fail to 
be found there. Many a Sunday-school teacher, city missionary, 
Bible woman, colporteur, and mother at home, faithful to their 
little trust, shall be approved ; while popular preachers, platform 
orators, and self-sufl&cient pastors and deacons shall be found wanting. 
For not the work so much as the spirit in which the work has been 
done shall be acknowledged in that day. What re-unions and re- 
cognitions of long forgotten friendships and relationships will then 
take place 1 Pastors their flocks, for whom and with whom they 
long had laboured. Parents their children, for whom and with 
whom they long had prayed, but died without an answer. Some 
their ancestors of the past and posterity of the future for many 
generations, for then shall be seen as never hitherto, how ** he 
has kept his mercy for the thousandth generation of them that love 
him and keep his commandments." (Exodus xx. 6, see Alford.) 

Then shall Christ present the church to himself, or, as Alford has 
it, " that he might himself present to himself the Church glorious, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and without 
blemish," for such ** hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh 
through death to present them holy and unblamable and unre- 
provable in his sight," and that ** to the end he might stablish 
their hearts unblamable in holiness before God even our Father at 
his coming with all his saints." For then shall he «»«u^tciVL\!e.'^^(k^<ss., 
'' Behold me and the children thou Yiast gV^eu xne^ i<<:ft ^\<^^ «3l>^ 
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wonders in their day;" and so before his Father and the holy angels 
shall he confess those who have confessed him. And now he stands 
as their heavenly bridegroom, claiming them for his bride as those 
who loved not their lives unto the death, but always bearing about 
in their bodies his dying, that his life might become manifested 
through them while yet tabernacled in mortal flesh. Now it is that 
we see completed the sealed number that comprise the followers of 
the Lamb, called in Eev. xiv., " an hundred and forty and four 
thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads," — a 
symbolic number used three times in this book, signifying per- 
fection ; but including all the subjects of the first resurrection and 
rapture, and the overcomers of the beast, his image, and the num- 
ber of his name caught up in a second rapture before described. See 
their standing, character, and occupation, Eev. xiv. 1-5. 

But now we must proceed to consider the most solemn and diffi- 
cult portion of the task before us. Solemn because practical and 
heart-searching; difficult because so little regarded, if not altogether 
ignored and opposed, by the vast majority of Bible readers; and yet 
a great fact, as clearly revealed as any other in the oracles of truth, 
viz., The Judgment Seat of Christ. 

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 

It was not to announce some new truth that Peter wrote, 
"Judgment must begin at the house of God,'' but rather to warn 
" them that had obtained like precious faith with him " that the 
time for its fulfilment drew near, for we take the true reading of 
1 Pet. iv. 17 to be as we find it in the Emphatic Diaglott version, 
'* Because the season is coming for the judgment to begin from the 
house of God." Upon this principle God has acted all along the 
ages, and has declared his purpose yet to act, even as his eternal 
purposes are grounded upon unchanging principles. Israel came 
under judgment in Egypt before Egypt came under judgment in 
the Eed Sea. Through Isaiah we were told, " It shall come to 
pass when the Lord hath performed his whole work — of judgment 
— upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that he will punish the 
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his 
high looks." (Isa. x. 12.) The same truth we get also in Jer. xxv. 29, 
Ezek. ix. 6, Mai. iii. 5, and — as we shall hereafter note — Zech. 
xiv. 2, 3. '^ He will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle, 
and half the city shall go into captivity. — Then shall the Lord go 
forth and fight against those nations that have fought against 
Jerusalem." We note this as God's order of procedure as we 
now approach the subject of the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

"For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father, 

with his angels, and then he shall reward every man according to 

his works." (Matt. xvi. 27.) And then shall be heard " great voices 

m heaven saying, The Ungdom over the world is become our 
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Lord's and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
And the four-and-twenty elders which sat before God on their 
thrones fell upon their faces and worshipped God, saying. We 
give thee thanks, Lord God Almighty, which art and wast, 
because thou hast taken thy great might, and hast reigned. And 
the nations were angry, and thine anger came, and the time of the 
dead to be judged, and to give their reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, the small 
and the great, and to destroy them that destroy the earth." (See 
Alford, Itev. xi. 15-18.) 

We adopt the term "judgment seat" because it is scriptural, 
and we are anxious to abide by the letter while we attempt to givo 
expression to the spirit of Scripture. But our readers must 
endeavour to dissociate their minds from all ideas of a judgment 
seat such as that before which oflfenders alone appear, and after 
examination receive sentence of condemnation or acquittal. The 
judgment seat we are about to consider is rather a tribunal such as 
that before which competitive examinations are held, and where the 
question is one of greater or less reward. This should at once re- 
lieve our subject from the objections which are almost sure to arise 
in some minds. And that we may the better understand the need 
for such, and the place the judgment seat must fill in the divine 
economy as that which shall determine the ultimate of our race, 
may it not be well to look back awhile and consider our original ? 

Man to be created in the likeness of God must needs become 
possessed of a tripartite nature comprising spirit, soul, and body. 
In spirit like to the Father the source of power to will and to do, 
compassing all, penetrating all ; infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
in his being ; an emanation from such is the spirit in man. In 
soul (or breath) like to the wind that first moved upon the waters, 
reducing chaos to order ; then as a breath breathed into the nostrils 
of the newly formed man constituting him a living soul (i.e., a 
breathing life, in contrast to vegetable life) ; and eventually in the 
same order of manifestation, came upon the newly formed assembly 
** as a mighty rushing wind " constituting the many units a living 
unity. In body like to The Word, the first-begotten, the bright- 
ness of the Father's glory, the express image of his person, in the 
bosom of the Father's love, ^' as one brought up with him, daily 
his delight, rejoicing always before him, while as yet he had not 
made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the 
world." . Thus we have man in his tripartite nature of spirit, soul, 
and body, expressive of the Creator in a trinity of persons, " The 
Father, The Word, and The Holy Ghost." (1 John v. 7.)* 

To man alone, of all the creatures God had made, he gave to the 
spirit as the responsible part of his being a threefold faculty, Con- 



ince writing the above we have met with a new and ingenious work, well 
jot notice, called ''Triplicate Papers on Tiixmiti^ft" \i^ k»^,^^x^^si.» 
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science, Will, and Power. Conscience to know, Will to do, and 
Power to exercise that will, thus fitting him to occupy a middle 
stage between the Creator and creation, becoming therein at once 
the Creator's worshipper and creation's king. From him, then, 
was demanded obedience, and as a test, one tree among the many 
planted in his garden came under the prohibition, " In the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Disobedience resulted, 
his power to obey proved a power to disobey, and dependent as he 
was for divine life upon the tree of life, access to that tree becom- 
ing cut off, he ceased to live divinely, although his human life was 
continued some 900 years. Had he continued in obedience, his 
right to the tree of life would have been continued, for no inherent life, 
human or divine, had he ; the smile of his Creator gave him access 
to that tree. ** In his favour is life " (Ps. xxx. 5), therefore lost 
favour to him was lost life. But the Fall foreseen, a ransom had 
been found, because provided, and in Abel was found that faith 
which offered the more acceptable sacrifice than that of Cain, and 
although it cost him his life, he therein became the more perfect 
type of him who, as the woman's seed, should in after years bruise 
the serpent's head. 

Now to the creatures of his power, animate and inanimate, the 
Creator's will became their limit, and hence we sing, '* Praise ye 
him sun and moon, praise him all ye stars of light. Let them 
praise the name of the Lord, for- he commanded and they were 
created. Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons and all deeps, 
beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying fowl." As he 
made them for his praise, so they daily speak his praise. " All thy 
works shall praise thee, Lord " — but saints do more — " thy saints 
bless thee." And here the purpose of God in the creation of man 
becomes manifested. Mute praise he has from all his works, but 
from man he wills to have expressed praise, pronounced blessing. 
From man's power to will and to do he seeks the worship service 
and song expressed in such words as those, " Bless the Lord, my 
soul, and all that is within me, bless and praise his holy name." 
Was it— we ask, suggestively — was it, that when in the upper 
council of eternity the question came forth, "Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us ? " one answered, *' Lo, I come, in the 
volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 
my God, thy law is within my heart ;" — was it, we ask, that filial 
obedience became so well pleasing to the Father that he willed to 
create a race endowed with like capacity for obedience, out of which 
he might choose a bride for his well beloved Son ? and hence 
we read, " According as he hath chosen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love, to the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Ephes. i. and iii.) Angels by 
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transgression fell, now ho would have a race of obedient ones, made 
in the likeness of his Son, who, schooled to obedience, should 
never fall ; and that they might learn obedience through suflfering, 
they came in contact with evil that they might prove overcomers. 
" There must be heresies that they which are approved may be 
made manifest.'' (1 Cor. xi. 19.) When ? Where ? At the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. At his appearing. 

Now, then, we see the place and need for a judgment seat in the 
divine economy Qf a righteous God, and how it becomes written, 
** Why dost thou judge thy brother ? or why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother ? for we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ ; for it is written. As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God." (Eom. 
xiv. 10, 12.) And again, ** I know nothing against myself, yet am 
I not hereby justified, but he that judgeth me is the Lord, there- 
fore judge nothing before the time until the Lord come, who both 
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every man 
— deserving it— have praise of God." (1 Cor. iv. 4, 5.) And again, 
" We labour, that whether present or absent, we may be accepted 
of him, (i.e., whether present in the body to be changed at his 
coming, or absent from the body, to be raised at his coming,) for 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad." (2 Cor. v. 9, 10.) In these 
portions of Scripture we see revealed an assize, a pre-millennial 
assize, which is altogether diflferent and distinct from the post- 
millennial assize foreseen by John, Eev. xx. This pre-millennial 
assize it is which appears to us to have become altogether lost 
sight of in the current theology of our times, especially of our 
Protestant times, for the Eomanist has an equivalent for it in his 
doctrine of purgatory in the separate state. The Protestant, in 
his zeal to avoid the doctrine of purgatory, has overlooked the 
judgment of works, and because our Lord's parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus and our Lord's words to the dying thief are 
both misunderstood, current theology has concluded that the 
believer at death steps from earth to heaven, and so the judgment 
seat of Christ is either ignored altogether, or left unexplained. 
But this cannot, must not, be, and the object of our present inquiry 
is to give it the weight and importance which Scripture ascribes 
to it, and to awaken ourselves and others to the gravity of its 
issues. 

For now must go forth the proclamation in mid-air, where now 
the Judge is enthroned, " Gather my saints together unto me, 
those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice, and the 
heavens shall declare his righteousness, for God is judge himself." 
(Ps. 1. 6, 6.) And now we shall see that illuBtuo\i!& a^icc^^s^ ^^^^s^ 
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by John, a sealed number symbolised as "an hundred and forty 
and four thousand, having the Father's name written in their fore- 
heads ; and they sang as it were a new song, and no man could 
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand ; 
these are they which were not defiled, for they are virgins, 
these are they that follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, 
these were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits 
unto God and the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile, 
for they are without fault before the throne of God." (Kev. xiv. 1-5.) 
These we take to be the same company recorded in the following 
chapter, as seen standing on the sea of glass, having the harps of 
God, and they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb. These are they that are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. These are they that have given 
diligence to make their calling and election sure, and so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto them abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. These are they 
that henceforth are with him as the called, and chosen, and faith- 
ful. These are they to whom he will grant to sit with him on his 
throne, '* for the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." (Eev/ vii. 17.) 
Much dishonour we feel is done to the Bridegroom in the low 
estimate set by Christians generally upon the Bride, by including 
in her all believers, regardless of their state or attainments, as 2 
no diflference existed between the *' overcomers,^' and those to whom 
it is said, " / have somewhat against thee.'' Yet what bridegroom 
worthy of the name would not feel it dishonouring to himself to 
have a bride upon whom any reflection could be cast by any one, as 
if some stranger could know her better than himself, and knew 
that she was unworthy of him. Such, if true, would be a reflec- 
tion upon his choice ; if false, would be a reflection upon her, 
which he would not fail to resent. Poor, frail humanity might so 
err, but the Omniscient one, never. 

And when to her we shall hear him say, " Thou art all fair, my 
love, there is no spot in thee," we shall expect to see one fair 
indeed. The King's daughter is all glorious within and without, 
her very clothing is of wrought gold. Transparent in beauty, she 
is now found at his right hand as the Queen in gold of Ophir. 
John describes her, as seen by him in vision, ** A city having the 
glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious, even 
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal, and the street was pure gold, 
as it were transparent glass." The language of mortality seems to 
fail him in describing the beauty that he saw in vision only. What 
then shall the reality be ? And one prominent end — if not the 
chief— sought by these suggestions, is to distinguish the bride 
elect, and to raise our estimate of her character to the true scripture 
8tanda>rd, which traditional teaching has done so much to lower. 
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We now come to consider the necessity of a personal recognition 
at the judgment seat, and whatever difl&culty it may present to 
some minds, such must remember our Lord's words, which say 
''the things which are impossible with men are possible with 
God." The words, " Whosoever shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess before my Father ; '' and again, " We must all 
appear, that every one may receive according to that he hath 
done ; " and again, *' So then every one must give account of him- 
self to God ; " and again, ** Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give to me at that day," all point to a personal recognition, a 
personal confession, and a personal rewarding. For now we must 
see the distribution of rewards, and the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, dividing to every man severally as he will. A white stone 
to each, and in the stone the new name written, probably denoting 
his title or dignity. A crown to each, but possibly having distinc- 
tion according to the rule and authority given over five cities or 
ten. As one star diflfereth from another star in glory, so also shall 
these in their resurrection state. Then shall it be seen who has 
laid up treasure in the heavens that fadeth not, and what it means. 
Who by "using the office of a deacon — or any other — well, has 
purchased to himself a good degree, and great boldness in the faith." 
Here shall be seen those whose building having been gold, silver, 
and precious stones, their work abides the test of that presence, 
which as fire and as light shall manifest every man's work of what 
sort it is, and they receive a reward. Whatever mistakes we have 
made about our own, or another man's work, shall then and there 
be corrected ; and the least service done to the Master's eye and for 
his glory, shall not lose its reward. Experiences many, strange 
and new, must there be had. Lessons many, both strange and 
new, must there be learned. Our estimate of good and ill, right 
and wrong, things pleasing and displeasing in his sight, so imper- 
fect here, must be perfected there. Lessons in rule and jurispru- 
dence, so imperfectly learned here, must be given and received 
there, to fit some for kings ; and possibly, lessons in holy and 
reverent service, to fit others for priests : unless both orders shall 
be combined in one and the same character. We are deeply con- 
vinced that our fitness for rule and worship in the kingdom to 
come is not completed here as it must be before we enter upon it. 
Our sojourn here — at the longest, short, and with some, how 
short ! — is at best but a preliminary stage to the eternity that lies 
before us. Experience much, and lessons many, here lost, must 
be there gained, ere we shall be thoroughly furnished for the 
service that then awaits us. How many now last shall then be 
first ! How many a man shall be set before his master ! How 
many a maid before her mistress ! How many a curate before his 
rector ! How many a vicar before his lord bishop ! 

In the bestowment of an individual crown, and tke «»<tfccLC5r^\<b^^^ 
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ment of individual work, we think, too, there must be some men- 
tion made of individual failure, failure of judgment rather than of 
principle ; zeal for God it raay have been, but not according to 
knowledge. In the light of that presence, right and wrong must 
take colour and shape according to truth, and when wrong is seen 
to be wrong, the very light that discovers it will reprove it. Eight 
must be vindicated, and wrong must be reproved, though it shall 
have been committed by the best of men. When he makes dark- 
ness light before us, every crooked thing shall be made straight, 
and every rough place plain. Sharp contentions between brethren, 
such as that between Paul and Barnabas respecting Mark, which 
have never been cleared up, must then be settled by the Master, 
and each made to bear his own blame if both were wrong. Then 
possibly we shall see whether Paul was altogether right in with- 
standing to the face Peter — chief apostle as he was — or whether it 
would not have been more in the Spirit of his Master to have taken 
Peter aside, privately, and told him his fault, and so gained his 
brother Peter : — whether such rough handling by Paul may not 
have left a soreness between the two eminent servants of the 
Church which was never quite healed : — whether Paul acted rightly 
in standing upon his Boman citizenship and appealing to CsBsar, 
notwithstanding it turned to account for testimony in Bome, and 
the writing of several epistles for the good of the Church to the 
end of time ; for he not only failed to obtain judgment against his 
false accusers, but fell into the mouth of the lion, that devoured 
him eventually : — how far the contentions of Luther, first against 
the Pope, and then with his own fellow reformers, were conducted 
in his own spirit or his Master's : — what excesses he went into, first 
in serving, and then in damaging the cause of truth : — whether 
Zwingle, the Swiss Beformer, died on the battle field, sword in 
hand, at the early age of 47, by the will of God or by an error of 
judgment, his own or others, and whether years of usefulness were 
not by that means sacrificed : — whether the persecuting spirit in 
Calvin, as it fell upon Castalio, Jaques Gruet, and Michael 
Servetus, even unto death, will not claim attention and reproof in 
that day : — how far Cromwell, and the good men of his time — 
so divided as they were in their judgment concerning the king — 
were responsible for the regicide, or whether it was a necessity, a 
just visitation upon an unrighteous ruler, and no such crime as 
history has written it : — how far contentions for doctrine in the 
eighteenth century, carried on between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians, when debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 
whisperings, and tumults were not only tolerated, but cultivated in 
zealous defence of doctrinal truth, to the extent of biting, devour- 
ing, and consuming one another, will be countenanced or con- 
demned by the Master, and who was most to blame : — ^how far 
Wm. Huntington, the sinner saved, was a saint sanctified, and 
whether his ** Skeleton, the Arminian Anatomised,** and other 
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kindred works, were written in a zeal without knowledge, and 
earnestness without love, a higher truth sacrificed in defence of a 
lower : — how it could be that one so well acquainted with his Bible 
could so completely overlook 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5 : — how far Edward 
Irving was anointed for a special work, and did it well, and for it 
became cast out as evil, and died of a broken heart, who was to 
blame for it, and to what extent his errors were real or supposed : — 
how far he and his Master will agree in recognising the work of 
the " Twelve Apostles Kestored," and their Catholic Apostolic 
institution as human or divine :— how far another distinguished 
servant of Christ succeeded Edward Irving in testimony to the 
coming Bridegroom for some fifteen years, and then failed, 
although he lived on other thirty years in comparative silence and 
obscurity ; many wait the decisions of that day for an explanation 
of all this : — how far the Brethren, popularly known as the 
Plymouth Brethren, started fairly, stood well a while, promised 
great things for the true Church of Christ in their coming out of 
the Babylon of sectarianism in obedience to the Spirit's guidance 
as a witness much needed for the time — (by the way, since we 
spoke of this section of the Church in one of our earliest pages, we 
have learned that our esteemed brother, Benjamin Wills Newton, 
has not been connected with Brethren of late years, but has been 
rather ignored by them, as giving countenance to the one-man- 
ministry, by ministering statedly himself to a gathering of believers 
who value his teaching) : — who has been to blame for these 
divisions, and why the question should be asked by some. 
Whether J. N. Darby has wrought most good or most harm in the 
Church of Christ the last forty years ? we shall then and there 
learn from the Master's own lips : — ^whether the Council of Eight 
of recent times, in dealing with a supposed erring brother, per- 
formed the wise and loving part of brethren in healing a cruel 
wound, or helped to further crush one already crushed : — whether 
the error in judgment was most his or theirs shall then appear : — 
how far the spirit of the New Testament has been best understood, 
confessed, and obeyed by those who have multiplied forms and 
ceremonies, pleaded apostolic succession, and the power of a 
priesthood to consecrate persons, places, and things, or by the 
Society of Friends, which, since the days of George Fox, of 
blessed memory, has borne earnest, consistent, and persevering 
testimony against all such : — and lastly, how far our own work, 
including even the writing of these suggestions, shall have been the 
fruit of our own fancy, or the result of a divine teaching. Failure 
will doubtless be found upon us all, more or less. How those 
failures will be regarded and dealt with — as it seems to us impera- 
tive they should be dealt with — ere he can present unto himself the 
Church glorious, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, is the 
question raised by these suggestions. 
But when all are crowned and rewarded according to tk^ ^^xV^ 
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and in one bright company sit down with him in his throne, he 
having crowned them, they shall cast all their crowns at his feet, 
confessing, *' Thou, God, hast wrought all our works in us ; we 
are unprofitable servants, for we have only done what we were 
bound to do/' " Thou art worthy, Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power, for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created." (Isa. xxvi. 12 ; Luke xvii. 10 ; 
Kev. iv. 11.) 

But sterner work awaits, and must be considered. For the light 
of the same presence which has tested and approved the work of 
some, must test and disapprove the work of others. Wood, hay, and 
stubble are mentioned among the building materials, and these are 
all combustible. What then do we read ? " If any man's work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss : but he himself shall be 
saved ; yet so as by fire." 

It is important here and now to discriminate between works and 
works as severally noted in the Scriptures of truth, 1st. The 
works of the flesh which are manifest ; 2nd. The works of refined 
Old Adam ; and 3rd. Works which are the fruit of a living 'faith. 
Concerning those works whereof it is a shame even to speak, we 
need say no more than that those who have not been purged from 
them are not likely to appear before the tribunal now under con- 
sideration. The man tljat hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sin, and hath turned again to folly, will prove to be 
the dog or the swine returned to his former estate. The works of 
refined Old Adam are those deprecated by Paul, '' the deeds of the 
law whereby no flesh shall be justified," " the commandments and 
doctrines of men ;" — '* having a show of wisdom in will worship 
and humility, and neglecting of the body ;" — "meats and drinks, 
divers washings and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the 
time of reformation." But the works that especially engage our 
attention here are those advocated by James, such as " visiting the 
fatherless and widows in affliction, and keeping himself unspotted 
from the world ; giving those things that are needful to the body 
of the brother or sister, naked and destitute of daily food," the 
fruits of a faith alive and lively. 

For lack of distinguishing these, many have stumbled. At one 
time Luther doubted the canonical authority of the Epistle of 
James for its seeming contradiction to the Epistle of Paul to the 
Komans upon this subject. Paul to the Eomans said, " If Abra- 
ham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory." James 
said, " Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect ?" 
and yet these two are in perfect harmony, while in seeming contra- 
diction. Paul to the Ephesians in one passage, both deprecates.the 
one and advocates the other order of work, where it is written, **By 
Srace are ye flfared through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is 
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the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast. For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good ^oorks, 
which God hath before ordained, that we should walk in them " 
(Ephes. ii. 8-10). Thus it is clear that the two Apostles viewed 
Abraham from two distinct stand-points, yet were they both in per- 
fect harmony. Abraham's faith was counted to him for righteous- 
ness the moment he rose at God*s bidding to quit Ur of the 
Chaldees ; and again, when at the same bidding he rose up early 
in the morning and saddled his ass for Mount Moriah, but in the 
act of offering up Isaac, his faith became perfected. Had Abraham 
offered up Isaac without command, and upon that ground had 
pleaded acceptance with God, his work would hare been of quite 
another order, and as earnestly deprecated by James as by Paul. 
In truth, these two are as distinct as the fruit of the old stock which 
is wild by nature, and the fruit of the graft which the care and 
culture of the husbandman has engrafted ; the one fit only to please 
children, the other fit for the table of a king. Whether or not, 
good fruit can come from the old stock which is wild by nature, 
and if so, what account God will make of it, are questions upon 
which Arminians and Calvinists will disagree until they meet at this 
judgment seat. 

It was this order of works which James advocates, that the Son 
of Man with eyes as a flame of fire came down to inspect, when 
walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks we hear him saying 
in each of the churches, "7 know thy works,'' commending some 
and condemning others. For we must insist that it was individual 
work here inspected and not the church or churches in the aggre- 
gate. And hence we read, '^ Thou hast tried them which say they 
are apostles, — be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life, — behold, I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and sup 
with him, and he with me," — and in each of the churches we find 
it said, " He that hath an ear let him hear. He that overcometh, or, 
to him that overcometh.*' The scrutiny hereby declared calls for 
great personal searching of heart. 

We have the same order of works noted in Kev. xiv. 13. '* Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them." And that bad works follow us as well as 
good, is manifest in that we meet both at the judgment-seat, where 
they must be tried of what sort they are, and for them receive re- 
ward, or suffer loss ; whatever " receiving the things done in the 
body according to that he hath done " may mean. For now " there 
shall be nothing covered that shall not be revealed, nor hid that 
shall not be known and come abroad ; that which hath been spoken 
in the ear in closets, shall be proclaimed on the house-tops," for 
now, " he shall bring to light the hidden things of darkness^ asL<l 
make manifest the counsels of the laeart " — ^tYie^ motxx)e% Sxotsl^'??*^^^ 
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actions have sprung. What secrets in relation to Church appoint- 
ments must then come abroad ! from the princes of the Koman 
Church in solemn conclave assembled at the Vatican, down to the 
Wesleyan Conference held with closed doors ! How much of God, 
how much of man, and how much of God's and man's enemy there 
has been in them all, must then appear. 

Personally accepted in Christ are all here found, and as members 
of the household of faith long since passed from death to life, they 
shall not personally come into condemnation. " Being now justi- 
fied by his blood they are saved from wrath through him." Con- 
cerning their old sins before conversion, and their failures and 
shortcomings that have since been repented of and confessed he 
has said, " I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgression, 
and as a cloud thy sins ;'' but the question here and now is one of 
works, and bad works and bad workmen must here and now be 
judged, and the wood and stubble building, of which it may be the 
builders have been unaware themselves, must then to their surprise 
and consternation be consumed. All who have been building with-, 
out God, daubing with untempered mortar, must here and now 
discover the true nature of their work, which before they would not 
believe, although the more discerning of their brethren have seen 
it, and it may be earned their censure for reproving it ; but as bad 
workmen, their bad works must here and now be judged, and con- 
demned, and consumed. 

Eight Eeverend Fathers in God who have not shrunk from the 
flattering title of ** My lord Bishop," seeing that it gave them rank 
among the peers of the realm, must then face their Master, who 
all along has said to them through the book adopted by them as 
their text book, " Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them 
not, — mind not high things, but condescend to be contented with 
mean things '* (see margin). How far this has been the spirit of 
some, whose gifts and parts and persons have been held in admira- 
tion because of advantage, while seeking to foist upon their admirers 
the figment of apostolic succession, the Lord will be judge himself. 

Ministers too, who have come to their fellow men with excellency 
of speech and of wisdom, their speech and their preaching having 
been with enticing words of man's wisdom as eloquent preachers, 
earnest debaters, clever lecturers, feeding their flocks with husks 
instead of grain ; stones instead of bread ; polished pebbles it may 
be, but not clean provender which hath been winnowed with the 
shovel and the fan ; mistaking the food of the intellect for the food 
of the spiritual life. Sound doctrinal ministry (" sixteen ounces to 
the pound,'' — we deprecate the levity of the term although we quote 
it as expressive of a certain class of teaching), wherein the five points 
are clearly defined, and hair splitting in orthodoxy is cleverly per- 
formed, may yet have no Christ in it, and therefore no food for 
spiritual life. Christ in liis history, his miracles, his parables, his 
words and bis ways adopted as themes for discoursing upon, but 
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Christ preached about is not Christ preached. Christian experience 
is a fort with some ministers. The believer's experience, not his 
experience of Christ indwelling, but his experience of himself, and 
the exceptional experience of Job and Jeremiah, wherein they cursed 
the day of their birth, and the exceptional experience of David, out 
of which he cried, ** Cast me not away from thy presence, and take 
not thy holy Spirit from me," is quoted as consolation to the be- 
liever, who by loose walk and conversation in the world has cause 
to cry, " My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me !'* Special doc- 
trines of revealed truth are special forts with other ministers, so 
that whatever subject is handled, the minister reveals his bias 
rather to ventilate his special doctrine than to quicken or to culti- 
vate spiritual life in souls. All such daubing with untempered 
mortar, all such building with wood, hay, and stubble, including 
the raising of stately churches and temples, with towers and spires, 
all the preaching and publishing of clever lectures upon sensational 
subjects, all bazaars and fancy fairs got up " for the good of the 
cause '' as professed work for God, must go through the fire, and 
so become manifested of what sort it is, how much durable, and 
how much combustible, how much of the creature, and how much 
of Christ. And when thus it shall be that a minister's work is all 
or well nigh all consumed, and he has nothing or next to nothing 
left to show for a twenty, thirty, or forty years* ministry, it is with 
difficulty we attempt to conjecture the state of that minister's mind, 
whatever his church dignity may have been. 

Elders and deacons too, whose work has seemed to be to rule 
God's heritage, both minister and people, in such sort as to 
create revolt and secession, must meet their Master at length, and 
hear from him his estimate of their work. With seniority of years, 
or office, or force of character, or somewhat more of this world's 
good than their fellows, they have dared to crush their minister's 
spirit, to criticise his ministry, and to cow their fellow deacons after 
the manner of Diotrephes of old, and justifying only too well the 
saying of modern times, '* Kesist the devil, and he will flee from 
you ; but resist a deacon, and he will fly at you." All this must be 
duly weighed and measured, and the merited reproof given and 
received. 

That shame in some sort, and after some manner, will be the ex- 
perience of some we gather from Luke xxi. 36 ; 1 John ii. 28, and 
iv. 17. That full reward, partial reward, reward gained prospec- 
tively but lost eventually, are among the possibilities of that day 
we learn from 2 John viii. What it will be for another man to 
take our crown (see Kev. iii. 11), we wonder with great amazement; 
but there it is in the book, and its warning should not go unheeded. 
For now it must be shown how brother has wronged brother, presum- 
ing upon well-known acquaintance with the admonition, " do good 
and lend, hoping for nothing again," to make a prey of the brother ; 
how it has been that in commercial li£e C\id^\)\^iL xcL<^Ti\i^dr^^ i^^^^isi^ 
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their fellow Christians the most difl&cult to deal with, being the 
hardest, most covetous, most grasping of any, often descending to 
mean and paltry ways, such as upright and honourable worldlings 
scorn. By reason of which the direction contained 1 Cor. vi. 1-4 
has been found impracticable to those who would willingly have 
walked according to it. Our conviction is deep and of long stand- 
ing, that if some Christian men could see how, in their dealings 
with the world and then* fellow Christians, their Master — with his 
eye upon them, looking them through and through — ^is " crucified 
afresh, and put to open shame,'* they would be horror-stricken at 
their ways, and would hesitate less than they do to shelter them- 
selves in the refuge of lies which high doctrines afford. How it 
has been that believers have formed seK-indulgent habits and 
appetites, allowing such to grow upon them by slow degrees, the 
conscience becoming habituated to wrong has ceased to witness 
against it, until at length, ApoUyon, the destroyer, has gained 
his cursed end in cutting short their lives, and the light of this 
judgment seat reveals the dreadful fact that practically they have 
been suicides. It is perfectly shocking to think how the blessed 
doctrines of sovereign grace, — eternal foreknowledge, predestination, 
final perseverance, and overcoming of all believers are held in un- 
righteousness. Blessed truths, never to be called in question, still 
less denied ; but we hesitate not to say that the way in which they 
are held by many changes the truth of God into a lie, and gives 
them license to live as they list, and continue in sin that grace 
may abound. 

We ask again, How is it to be with such at the judgment seat of 
Christ ? Does the Scripture throw any light upon the question ? 
It is easy enough to conclude that Matt. x. 83, has nothing to say to 
believers, because Christ cannot deny one of his blood-bought ones, 
but we observe that our Lord is at the time speaking expressly 
to his disciples, to those who are of more value to him than many 
sparrows. Nor do we apprehend it to be denial involving final 
dismission from his presence, such as the words, "I never knew 
you, depart from me '* indicate ; but a denial of them as overcomers 
worthy of reward, a kingdom, and a crown. Whether Luke xii. 
has anything to say to these, where we find it written, '* That 
servant which knew his Lord's will and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. When thou goest with thine 
adversary to the magistrate, as thou art in the way, give diligence 
that thou mayest be delivered from him, lest he hale thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the ofl&cer, and the officer cast 
thee into prison. I tell thee thcu shalt not depart thence till thou 
hast paid the very last mite," we shall then and there learn. With- 
out adopting the Romish purgatory, we must admit these words of 
oui' Lord to have a meaning which "po^fulat theology finds it hard 
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to explain. If these words have any meaning for the class now 
under consideration, we venture to suggest that in the neighbour- 
hood of the judgment seat, outside and away from the marriage 
feast, there may be found a region called in the passage above 
quoted, a prison, where some will have to learn lessons they have 
failed to learn on earth, and where stripes of some sort, few or 
many will fall upon consciences that had become seared. " For 
all his ways are judgment — equitable (see Boothroyd) — a God of 
truth, and without iniquity, just and right is he " who hath said, 
" Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may 
dwell with me," for it is written, " Thou art not a God that hast 
pleasure in wickedness, neither shall evil dwell with thee." 

Among the strange and startling revelations of that day will be 
our manner of dealing with the mammon of unrighteousness, and 
whether therewith we have made to ourselves friends or enemies. 
If we have bestowed it upon ourselves, our wives, our children, our 
friends already rich, we shall not find them able to befriend us in 
that day, if in so doing, we have made God our enemy. Dean 
Alford's comment hereupon is noteworthy : '* We are to use this 
mammon of unrighteousness to make ourselves — not palaces, nor 
barns, nor estates, nor treasures — hxit friends ; that is, to bestow it 
on the poor and needy, that when it shall fail they — that is the 
friends — may receive us into the everlasting tabernacles.'* For 
God, and the holy angels, and all the saints will be on the side 
of the poor^ and will befriend those who have befriended them. 
And especially will this be shown in our final act, in the dispo- 
sition of our earthly estate by our last Will and Testament ; an act 
which cannot take effect for good or ill until the seed sown thereby 
springs up and bears fruit, by which time the opportunity for re- 
pentance and amendment has with the life of the testator long 
passed away. But the fruit of such sowing must become apparent 
in the time and at the place we are now considering. The fearful 
responsibility of the Christian capitalist in this particular is, we 
fear, too little considered. What more natural than that the parent 
should " leave the rest of his substance to his babes !** Nothing 
more likely or more natural to the men of this world, but with the 
Christian — whose all is the Lord's confessedly — other claimants 
ought to be considered. If the children have claims, and perhaps 
the first claim on the parent, the right-minded Christian will 
recognise other claims, and in times like these, especially when 
philanthropic effort abounds everywhere, and is crippled for lack of 
means. To whom shall the philanthropist look for aid if not to 
the Christian class of society ? And while many in their lifetime 
contribute more or less freely to charities, we are well aware that in 
the provisions of their last Will and Testament it is too often for- 
gotten that with their life will cease those contributions unless 
provided for in some other form. Few seem to reflect that tke 
£100 left to this or that charity is a -peTmane^iL^. c,oito%\y^KsstL Ci\ ^^5^ 
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much per cent, per annum. And fewer still, we fear, reflect that 
Heaven's blessing will rest on the portions left to others, if with 
them the poor can take a share. 

That selfish Will of that Christian man who, possessed of all his 
faculties, lived on to fourscore years, could not do otherwise than 
bear evil fruit, seeing that its provisions favoured only his widow 
and three children. The claims of his own poor personal relations 
and God's poor in the person of the widow, the orphan, the idiot, 
the blind, the dumb, and the incurable, altogether ignored, ample 
though his fortune was, to provide for each and all. We wonder 
not at seeing the two sons fall out, the elder driving the younger to 
sea, or some far-oflf land ; the daughter married to some worthless 
husband who cared for her fortune only, and the widow bereft of 
reason, finds her home for life in some private asylum. Or that 
selfish Will of another who divides his fortune equally between his 
son and daughter, already well provided for on their mother's side 
of the family, so that both he and they could well afford to consider 
other poor and needy relatives of their own, as well as those God 
reckons his own poor. We wonder not at seeing the son and 
daughter fall out over some portion of the estate, and a life-long 
feud become the result. The deodand unpaid stood to the debit 
of the estate, and God has strange ways of taking his right when 
withheld by us. Will the survivors of these Christian men ahne 
reap the e^nl fruit of an evil sowing, or shall the sowers themselves 
reap in some sort or sense at this judgment seat the fruit of their 
evil sowing ? We ask the question suggestively, while we attempt 
not to answer it. 

" Ah ! who shall thus the Master meet, 
Bearing but withered leaves, 
Ah ! who shall at the Savionr's feet, 
Before the awful judgment seat, 
Lay down for golden sheaves 

Nothing but leaves !" 

In the light of this judgment seat. Matt. vii. 13, 14, and Luke xiii. 

24, may contain a reading for some which to them will be strange 

and new. When asked, " Are there few that be saved ?" our Lord 

answered the question with an attempt to raise the faith of the 

inquirer from the lower level of bare salvation to the higher level 

of overcoming and " reigning in life," as the antithesis of being 

" scarcely saved ** with all our works gone to destruction. If the 

*' destruction *' here spoken of by our Lord, is a destruction of 

works — the worker " saved yet so as by fire *' — it will be a new 

reading to some. And we conceive it possible that such latent 

truth may be in the passage ; for whatever truth may lie upon 

the surface, there is mostly a deeper truth for those who can read it. 

Our hope is that such heart-searching truth as we have attempted 

to suggest may not provoke a useless and hollow criticism, but 

rather a reverential inquiry, how much, oi XiXu^k tsvk^ have been 



THE E'ALL 07 BAfiTLOK. ^5 

spoken, and what bearing it has upon the individual heart and 
conscience. If we expect our readers to be few, — in much that we 
have said — we expect our sympathisers to be fewer still. ** Yet we 
speak wisdom among the perfect'' (1 Cor. ii. 6; see Alford), the 
matured in judgment, or such as seek to be ; and if in anything 
any be otherwise minded, if we have the mind of Christ, let them 
seek to have it too, for what we have spoken that is true will 
continue true, and its importance will intensify as the time for its 
fulfilment draws near. 

We have seen the two classes of saved ones pass the scrutiny 
of the Judgment Seat. The one as overcomers having " their 
works wrought in God" through being "workers together with 
God." The light of the divine presence, as a fire, has manifested 
them and their work. Their work has gone into the fire, and 
come forth as gold, silver, and precious stones. Well has a 
Puritan writer of the 17th century said, " Have ye that in you that 
will endure the fire ?" " When I am tried I shall come forth like 
gold." " Tis the righteousness of God only, not of man, that will 
endure this trial. Tis the divine nature only that can stand before 
devonring fire, and everlasting burnings. When this day breaks 
forth all the righteous Pharisees and formalists will be found to be 
the sinners in Zion that are afraid." (Goad's Sermons, 1653. 
" The Right Spirit of Christ,'') And again, " Here is somewhat 
that is to be devoured in the fire, and somewhat that lives in the 
fire, that glorifies God in the fire, there is that lives in God who is 
a devouring fire, and everlasting burnings. All that is spiritual, 
all that is the new creature, therein it hath its life, it comes from 
God, and it lives in God" {Christ the only Sacrifice and Altar). 
Dean Alford, in his Commentary on Mark ix. 49, says : " It is 
with fire all men are to be salted. This fire is the divine purity 
and judgment in the covenant, whose promise is ' I will dwell 
among them.' And in and among this purifying fire shall the 
people of God ever walk and rejoice everlastingly. This is the 
right understanding of Isaiah xxxiii. 14, 15. * Who among us 
shall dwell with the devouring fire ? Who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings ? He that walketh righteously and 
speaketh uprightly.* " 

The other class with their works wrought in self, having lived to 
self, self in the will, self-indulgent — whether as spendthrifts or 
covetous— the life-work of such likened to wood, hay, and 
stubble, we have seen go into the fire, but not go through the fire. 
" If any man's work shall be burned he shall suffer loss, but he 
himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire." (1 Cor. iii. 15.) The 
man saved, but the work lost, and with it all reward, in the honour 
and dignity of an entrance richly ministered into the millennial 
kingdom, or any appointment to rule and authority therein. 

We now proceed to consider the fall of Babylon on earth, and 
the Marriage supper of the Lamb in the \ie«i^evi\Afe^> *C£i<^ ^<^'^xi>R.- 
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tion of the counterfeit, and the manifestation of the true bride of 
Christ. 



IV.— THE FALL OF BABYLON AND 
THE MARBIAGE SUPPEB OF THE LAMB. 

What we now want is for one to say, " Come hither, and I will 
show thee the judgment of the great harlot that sifcteth upon the 
many waters,'* (Rev. xvi. 1,) for all seeing, apart from his showing, 
will profit us nothing. What then did John see causing him to won- 
der with great astonishment? "A woman arrayed in purple and 
scarlet colour,* and gilded with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, 
having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness 
of her fornication, and upon her forehead a name written, "Mystery, 
Babylon the Great, The Mother of the Harlots and of the Abomi- 
nations of the Earth." And moreover, " drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus, sitting 
upon a scarlet-coloured wild beast full of names of blasphemy." 
(See Alford.) We note the association of harlotry with blasphemy. 
And well might the seer wonder when it was given him to under- 
stand that in her he saw the type of the false church in all ages, 
the seed of the bondwoman born after the flesh, persecuting the 
seed born after the Spirit ; the seed of Cain who was of that 
wicked one, and slew his brother, because his own works were evil 
and his brother's righteous ; the profane seed of Esau which, 
despising its birthright, has ever sought to slay its brethren, the 
true seed of Israel ; the seed of Balaam, who, with the word of the 
Lord in his mouth, carried covetousness in his heart, and taught 
Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the children of Israel ; the 
seed of Jezebel, who, though Israel's queen, slew the prophets of 
the Lord, and threatened the life of Elijah : and in the church of 
Thyatira, " calling herself a prophetess, yet teaching and seducing 
God's servants to commit fornication ; " the generation at whose 
hands shall be required the blood of all the prophets which has 
been shed from the foundation of the world, from the Blood of Abel 
unto the blood of Zecharias, which perished between the altar and 
the temple ; the stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
rebuked by the holy martyr, Stephen, in those scathing words, "Ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost, as your fathers ^d so do ye. 
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ? and they 
have slain them which showed before the coming of the Just One, 
of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers, who have 

• Simple and unsophisticated minds wonder with astonishment 
apprcaching that of John*s to see the Boman, the Greek, the Anglicsbn, 
and one or two other Churches, in robing their priesthood, adopting these 
rerjr coloura that seem to denote this ^oman'a Uveiy . 
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received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it." 
It was these who had received the law, but had not kept it, that 
called forth from our blessed Lord that pathetic lamentation, *' 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest 
them that are sent unto thee ; how often would I have gathered 
thy children together as a hen doth gather her brood under her 
wings, and ye would not ! '' And then it was that our Lord gave 
utterance to those remarkable words which confirm what we are 
now saying. ** It cannot be that a prophet perish outside of Jeru- 
salem" (Luke xiii. 33). See Alford. Words akin to those of 
Jeremiah, ** Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love ? therefore 
hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy ways. Also in thy 
skirts is found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents. I 
have not found it by secret search, but upon all these." (Jer. ii. 
33-34.) And those of Hosea, " All their wickedness is in Gilgal, 
for there I hated them (Gilgal the holy place, the place of worship !) 
for the wickedness of their doings, I will drive them out of mine 
house." (Hosea ix. 15.) 

This is she whose forehead is inscribed Mystery, having a name 
to liv« — the name of Israel in ancient, and Christian in modern 
times — ^but dead, being destitute of the spirit that giveth life, 
having a form of godliness but denying the power. The mystery 
of iniquity is that which assumes to be what it is not. About 
iniquity abroad in the world there is no mystery, but when iniquity 
clotihes itself in the guise of sanctity, and either creeps into the 
church unawares, or seeks to impose upon the church by assumed 
superiority, what is it but Satan's ministers transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their 
works. Well may she be called Babylon, a synonyme for confusion, 
wherein good and evil, are confused and confounded ; the Mother of 
the Harlots, the spiritual harlotry of all ages, professing herself 
Jehovah's bride, while destitute of the Spirit of Jehovah, the 
bri-le of Christ, while destitute of the Spirit of Christ. In Ezekiel's 
time they came as the people came, and sat before him as the 
people of the Lord, with their mouth showing love, but their 
heart going after their covetousness. In Peter's time they were 
*' spots and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceiv- 
ings while they feasted in the church, beguiling unstable souls, 
their hearts exercised with covetous practices, cursed children." 
And later still to John in Patmos, the Son of Man describes them 
as he sees them ; in Ephesus, " saying they are apostles, but are 
liars ;" in Philadelphia, " of the synagogue of Satan, who say 
they are Jews and are not, but do lie." Thus professing espousal 
to Jehovah while never divorced from Satan, professing espousal to 
Christ while never divorced from self, wearing sheep's clothing but 
inwardly ravening wolves, professing love for God while embracing 
those who hate him. Is she not well named the Mother of the 
Harlots and of the abominations of tTae eat^Ta'f "Sox viSS. *Ockfe %\.x 
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things that the Lord hateth, yea, seven which are an abomination 
to him, are found in her ; a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that 
shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh 
lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. If such a 
progeny is hateful, what must its progenitor be ? 

But now has come the time for her judgment, as she shall be 
found upon the earth at the period under consideration, comprising 
all churches bearing the Christian name, which have not the 
Spirit of Christ, and are therefore none of his. Whatever favour 
the King of Italy might be willing to show the Pope and his 
cardinals, or whatever favour the Czar of all the Russias might 
wish to show the Archimandrite and patriarchs, or whatever favour 
the then ruling power in our own realm might desire to show the 
bishops and archbishops of our State Church — should we then 
have one — the rulers will be then overruled. The power now 
dominant will be that of a wild beast, ** diverse from all that have 
preceded him, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth shall be of iron, 
and his nails of brass, devouring, breaking in pieces, and stamping 
the residue with his feet. His kingdom shall be diverse from all 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it 
down and break it in pieces.*' For ages the woman has ridden the 
scarlet- coloured beast — the. emperors, kings, and princes of the 
earth with whom she has committed spiritual fornication — and the 
beast with seven heads and ten horns has been willing to carry 
her for the service she has rendered to them. But when God's 
time shall come to judge her, ** and avenge the blood of his saints," 
the beast that has carried her shall grow rampant by reason of her 
weight, and the oppression wherewith she has in her covetousness 
and arrogance oppressed the peoples, multitudes, nations, and 
tongues, likened to many waters on which she sitteth. And the 
ten kings receiving power as kings to reign " one hour with the 
beast," shall with ** one mind give their might and power unto the 
beast." In that hour ** God shall put in their hearts to fulfil his 
will," and the ten horns and the beast, " these shall hate the har- 
lot, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
flesh " — i.e., appropriate her revenues — " and burn her with fire." 

When this shall come to pass, it shall be seen that ** The Lord 
is a man of war " (Ex. xv. 3), as well as the ''Prince of Peace " 
(Isa. ix. 6), and his appearance as a Man of War must precede his 
appearance as the Prince of Peace. Let our amiable friends 
imbued with Peace Society's principles, and dreaming that the 
world will glide smoothly on to a spiritual millennium, note this. 
Before it can be said, '*He maketh wars to cease unto the end 
the earth, he breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder, he 
burneth the chariot in the fire," it must be said, ** Come, behold 
the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth." 
{'Ps, xlvL 8, 9.) When Joel's prophecy shall have been fulfilled, 
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" Beat your ploughshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into 
spears," (see Joel iii. 9-16,) then Isaiah's glowing words shall he 
verified : ** Many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. And they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'' (Isa. ii. 
1-5.) But first ** the Lord God of Hosts shall make a consumption, 
even determined in the midst of all the land "(Isa. x. 2, 8), for 
the destruction of the harlot and the beast which carried her. The 
Son of Man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out 
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity, 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire, there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth, ^hen shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. (Matt. xiii. 41, 42, 43.) 
Then ^* shall he cause them that come of Jacob to take root ; Israel 
shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit." 
(Isa. xxvii. 6.) 

But to return. For now shall the overthrow of Babylon be 
likened to a great city on fire — see Rev. xviii. — when in righteous 
judgment it shall be said, ** Repay to her, even as she repaid, and 
double unto her double according to her works, in the cup which 
she mixed, mix for her double. As much as she glorified herself 
and lived in luxury, so much torment and sorrow give her, for she 
saith in her heart, * I sit a queen, and am not a widow, and phall 
never see mourning.' Therefore in one day shall her plagues 
come, death, and mourning, and famine, and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire, because strong is the Lord God who hath judged 
her." The beast now rampant, exalting himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped, sitting in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God, shall abolish all creeds, expel all 
bishops from their dioceses, all church dignitaries from their bene- 
fices, appropriating their revenues, and if " the smoke of her 
burning " becomes in any sense literally fulfilled, it will probably 
be the palaces in which they have glorified themselves and lived in 
luxury, and the cathedrals, minsters, and churches wherein they 
have been enthroned as princes of the Church, Well may " the 
merchants, which were made rich by her, stand afar off for the fear 
of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, Alas, alas, that 
great city Babylon, that mighty city, for in one hour is thy judg- 
ment come." And may we not add, *' Alas, who shall live when 
God doeth this?" **But in her is found the blood of prophets, 
and of saints, and of all that have been slain upon the earth. Thus 
with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 
shall be found no more at all." 

Thus we have seen the fall and destruction of the counterfeit 
church on earth. It now remains for \i^ to N^tai^^^ \Jcvfe XiTOl^ ^Sccqx^Sg. 



60 " THINGS WHICH MUST SHOBTLY COME TO PASS." 

in the heavenlies acknowledged and welcomed to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. 

For after these things " John heard as it were a loud voice of a 
great multitude in heaven saying, Praise our God, all ye his 
servants, and ye that fear him both small and great. Hallelujah, 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us rejoice and exult, 
and give honour to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready." '* And it was given unto her 
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, bright and pure, for the 
fine linen is the righteousness of saints," made theirs by his having 
lived in them, and become manifested through them as their life ac- 
cording to that of the Apostle ; ** I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." And to John it was said, ** Write, Blessed are they which 
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And then shall 
be seen such a mingling of grace with justice and justice with grace 
as he whose name is Truth alone could apportion ; according to his 
words to the sons of Zebedee : " To sit on my right hand and on my 
left is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared of by my Father;" and concerning those who, unmind- 
ful of this country, have desired a better, that is an heavenly, the 
Apostle to the Hebrews says, ** God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he hath prepared for them a city." 

A prepared place for a prepared people truly, and well doth it 
behove us to give diligence now that our calling and election may 
be sure then, seeing that only so shall an entrance be richly 
ministered unto us into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Baviour, Jesus Christ, the inauguration of which we conceive to be 
the marriage supper now about to be celebrated. For now will 
come into force and fulness of meaning the words, " They that 
were ready went in with him to the marriage, and the door was 
shut." 

What then can be meant by the marriage supper of the Lamb ? 
It is well understood to be the feast — whether the marriage supper 
of ancient, or the wedding breakfast of modern times — celebrating 
the nuptials of a wedded pair, a figure with which all men of all 
ages and all climes have been familiar. High festival is kept for 
a day, and sometimes for days when such occasions arise, and fleet- 
ing as the most perfect joy of such may be, — which alas ! is too often 
marred by some bitterness present or prospective, buried for the 
time, — the joy of this occasion shall be not only absolutely perfect, 
but absolutely sure and permanent as perfect. Bliss in a seven- 
fold completeness will then be ours ; seeing him, likeness to him, 
in holiness perfect, in knowledge perfect, in power perfect, with the 
purest and best of men and angels associated, and lastly, that 
estate rendered permanent. In what sense we may realise a table 
spread with bread and wine, and rich fruits of paradise, what "eat- 
ing bread in the kingdom of God " or " drinking wine new with 
Iiiin In Ms Father's kingdom " or " twelve manner of fruits yielded 
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month after month by the trees of life growing on either side of the 
river " may mean, the day must declare. Only to see his face and 
realise his presence will be a feast of joy. that will need no festal 
luxuries to add thereto. He to our then perfected capacity for en- 
joyment will be meat indeed, drink indeed, a feast of fat things, a 
feast of wines on the lees well refined. Then shall we sing as never 

before, 

The banquet that we eat 

Is made of heavenly things, 
Earth hath no dainties half so sweet 

As our Immanuel brings. 

The food's prepared by heavenly art, 

The pleasure's well refined ; 
They spread new life through every hearfc, 

And cheer the drooping mind. 

A thousand glories to the God 

That gives such joy as this! 
Hosanna 1 let it sound abroad, 

And reach where Jesus is. 

Was it a mere accident or a type that our Lord's " beginning of 
miracles, when he would manifest forth his glory, that his disciples 
might believe in him," was at a marriage feast ? For now shall he 
be Master of the feast himself, and turning water into wine, " the 
good wine kept until now," shall say to the servants (possibly 
angels), " Draw out now, and bear it unto these my brethren." 
Was this a mere accident, we ask ? or were the six water-pots of 
stone emblems of six thousand years brimful of sin, sadness, and 
sorrow now turned into joy, in fulfilment of his promise, " Your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy, I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy none shall take from you ?" Yes, they 
shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, 
and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God, and 
we shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
there. All the prophets of the Old Testament from Enoch to 
Malachi, and all the prophets and apostles of the New from John 
the Baptist to John the seer in Patmos, and such apostolic succes- 
sion as his eye has seen, who all along the ages has not left himself 
without witness, many, many links of which have found no place 
in the pages of human history. What histories, what biographies 
will that day reveal ! written not by poor short-sighted and erring 
man of his fellow man, but revealed in the light of unerring truth, 
according to God*s estimate of his people's service. Then the least 
service done to him in the person of one of the least of these his 
brethren shall in no wise lose its reward. What bliss will that 
moment bring when face to face we shall see him, no longer with 
visage marred more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of men, but all radiant with the glory which he had with his 
Father before the world began. And then to hear his own s^e^t^ 
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voice no longer in complaint saying, " What ! could ye not watch 
with me one hour ?" but as the voice of our own beloved Bride- 
groom in tones of music such as sin-cursed earth could never hear. 
** Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. 
And I appoint unto you a kingdom as my Father hath appointed 
unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom." 

Well has it been written, " Eye hath not; seen nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him ;" but since Isaiah's day, by 
the coming of the Incarnate Son ** God hath revealed them — in 
measure — unto us by his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." For then in one grand 
choir shall we sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying ** Great and marvellous are 
Thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and true are thy ways, thou 
King of the nations. Who shall not fear thee and glorify thy 
name ? for thou only art holy, for all the nations shall come and 
worship before thee, because thy righteous acts have been made 
manifest." And then the refrain of every song of redeemed men, 
" Unto him that hveth us (see Alford), and washed us from our 
sins in his blood, and he made us a kingdom, even priests unto God 
and his Father ; to him be the glory and the dominion for ever. 
Amen." And then in grander chorus still, the ascription of 
praise fitted to the lips of angels too, " Amen ! The blessing and 
the glory, and the wisdom, and the thanksgiving, and the honour, 
and the power, and the might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen." 

Let jpos^-millenarians note here the form of expression this song 
of the redeemed and risen ones takes : '' all the nations shall come 
and worship before thee," showing this their song to be pre- 
millennial. 

And now, with title deeds in hand and wedded to his Bride, the 
Heir of all things must descend to take possession of his inheri- 
tance. In order to which he must gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity, must dethrone the 
usurper Satan, personified in the Man of Sin, the son of perdition, 
the Lawless One, whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of 
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. 
For now at length the promise given at the very dawn of incarna- 
tion must be fulfilled : ''He shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David, and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end." (Luke 
i. 32, 83.) The Lord hasten it in his time ! 



68 



v.— THE EEIGN AND RUIN OF ANTICHRIST, AND THE 

BINDING OF SATAN. 

While these have been the transactions in the heavenlies, the 
Antichrist has been maturing in the earthlies. Satan has 
brought forth his man. The Antichrist has become personified in 
some " Napoleon " of the time. If man at his best estate has all 
along the ages been altogether vanity, man at his worst estate has 
become at length altogether blasphemy. Concerning him, Daniel 
beard it said, ** The king shall do according to his will, and he shall 
exalt himself and magnify himself above every God, and shall speak 
marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper, till 
the indignation be accomplished, for that that is determined shall 
be done. Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers " — from 
this we incline to think he will be of Abrahamic descent — ** nor the 
desire of women, nor regard any god, for he shall magnify himself 
above all." (Daniel xi. 36, 37.) And what then? *'He shall come 
to his end, and none shall help him.'' (Ver. 45.) While his power 
lasts he " shall stand up a vile person " — vile in principle, and of 
vile or mean origin, the people's man, and therefore not a prince of 
royal blood — ** to whom they shall not give the honour of the king- 
dom " — he shall not be crowned by the people, as once they offered 
the crown to Cromwell, nor shall he care to crown himself, as did 
Napoleon — " but he shall come in peaceably and obtain the kingdom 
by flatteries," promising to relieve the people oppressed by taxation, 
abolishing civil lists and national debts, and restoring down -trodden 
nationalities. Then, in all probability, Poland will be wrested from 
Russia, Hungary from Austria, Nice and Savoy from France, Alsace 
and Lorraine (and who shall say how much more ?), from the newly 
constituted Empire of Germany ; and lastly, or perhaps before all 
other, Palestine from the Turk, and given to the Jew. The pro- 
fessed mission of this now dominant power will be to emancipate 
the people from the costly and oppressive yoke of emperors, kings, 
lords, and especially landlords, the proprietors of the soil, so that 
the right of private propei'ty and lineal descent will be no longer 
respected. Any appeal to the book that declares *' the powers that 
be are ordained of God," or the New Testament coupling of *'Fear 
God" with ** honour the king," will be laughed to scorn. The 
fools that long have said in their heart, **No God," will now, with 
unfaltering lip, declare boldly, *' There is no God," and '' because 
they like not to retain God in their knowledge, God shall give them 
over to a reprobate mind, to become filled with all unrighteousness; 
and for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie, — the liar, — that they all may be condemned who 
believe not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness." For, 
together with the Bible, has gone the Sabbath, and all religious 
fasts and festivals, and thus ^' he shall think to change times and. 
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laws, and they shall be given into his hand for a time^ times, and 
the dividing of time," three years and a half. 

But God who hath not forsaken the earth, nor forgotten His pro- 
mise, has wisely and graciously decreed that the worst rule that 
ever the earth has seen shall he one of the briefest, for " the judg- 
ment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion to consume 
and to destroy it unto the end.'* (Dan. vii. 25, 26.) 

But prior to this consummation, and during the reign of the 
Antichrist, Palestine having become restored to the Jews, the 
political changes of the times shall be such as to induce their re- 
turn in great numbers to the land of their fathers, not perhaps as a 
nation, but in such numbers and with such resources that Jeru- 
salem and its temple shall become restored to somewhat of its 
former estate. And after a brief season of prosperity wherein 
Jerusalem restored shall become a centre of political importance, 
the time must arise when, for some reason and by some means, that 
shall be fulfilled which is written, " Behold, I will make Jerusalem 
a cup of trembling (in the margin, poison, a deadly influence) unto 
all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both 
against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day I will make 
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people, all that burden them- 
selves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the 
earth be gathered together against it." (Zech. xii. 2, 8.) What 
war and bloodshed has not the possession and protection of the so- 
called Holy Places already occasioned in the world's history ! A 
century before Zechariah's day, Zephaniah had been inspired to 
say to the waiting ones of these times, — for devout Jews are still 
found, and will continue to be found, " waiting for the consolation 
of Israel " until it comes, — " Therefore, wait ye upon me, saith the 
Lord, until the day that I rise up to the prey, for my determination 
is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour 
upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger, for all the 
earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy." (Zeph. iii. 8.) 
Now, in order that the judgments recorded in Rev. xvi. may be 
poured out upon the men that have the mark of the beast and that 
worship his image, " three unclean spirits, like frogs, shall come 
out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and 
out of the mouth of the false prophet," — three mouths opened in 
blasphemy against the- God of heaven ; the devil, the Antichrist, 
and the harlot ; a triunity of evil on earth, defying a triune Jehovah 
in heaven, — spirits of devils working miracles shall go forth unto 
the kings of the earth to gather them to the battle of the great day 
of God Almighty. And he gathered them together into a place 
called, in the Hebrew tongue, Armageddon (after Megiddo, where 
Deborah and Barak overthrew the Canaanitish kings. See Judges 
V. 19). From which we understand that rival powers will meet in 
deadly conflict in the valley of Jehoshaphat in close neighbourhood 
io Jerusalem, — ^possibly Great Britain in alliance with others, 
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leagued against Bussia in alliance with Germany and others, — ^the 
hollow pretence of the man of sin to institute and secare the uni- 
versal brotherhood of nations having failed as completely as the 
dreams of better, even the best of men ; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath declared it : '' I will gather all nations, and will bring them 
down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there 
for my people, and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered 
among the nations, and parted my land.'* (Joel iii. 2.) 

Thus shall be brought about the ^' coming struggle** for supre- 
macy in Europe and Asia Minor. What part, or whether any, the 
Eastern and Western Continents of America and Australia, allied as 
they are to us by various ties, may take in that struggle, does 
not appear revealed ; but if the kingdom of the beast extends to 
them they must in some way share his destruction. For now must 
the prophecy, two thousand four hundred years old, be fulfilled, 
" Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided 
in the midst of thee, for I will gather all nations against Jerusalem 
to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses rifled, and half 
of the city shall go forth into captivity. And it shall come to 
pass that in all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be 
cut oflf and die ; but the third part shall be left therein. And I will 
bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them, as silver 
is refined, and will try them as gold is tried ; they shall call on My 
name, and I will hear them ; I will say. It is My people, and they 
shall say. The Lord is My God.'* For in their extremity ** the 
Lord shall go forth and fight against those nations as when He 
fought in the day of battle. In that day, saith the Lord, I will 
smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness, 
and I will open Mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and I will 
smite every horse of the people with blindness. And this shall be 
the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have 
fought against Jerusalem : Their flesh shall consume away while 
they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in 
their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 
And it shall come to pass in that day that a great tumult from the 
Lord shall be among them, and they shall lay hold every one on 
the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the 
hand of his neighbour. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem ; 
and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered 
together, gold and silver and apparel in great abundance. And so 
shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of 
the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this 
plague." (Zech. xii., xiii., xiv.) ** And it shall come to pass in 
that day that I will give unto Gog '*— a people from the North, pos- 
sibly Russia and Germany in league — ** a place there of graves in 
Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea, and it 
shall stop the noses of the passengers, and there shall they bury 
Gog and all his multitude, and they shall call \fe \Jckfe "s^«^ ^\ 
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Hamon-Gog. And seven months shall the house of Israel be bury- 
ing them that they may cleanse the land. And they shall sever 
out men of continual employment, passing through the land, to bury 
with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, 
to cleanse it, after the end of seven months. Yea, all the people of 
the land shall bury them, and it shall be to them a renown, the day 
that I shall be glorified saith the Lord God. Thus shall they 
cleanse the land." (Ezek. xxxix. 11-16.) 

Here also let us note how the language of the following verses, 
17-20, agree almost word for word with Rev. xix. 17, 18. For this 
going forth of the Lord to fight against those nations in Zechariah 
is the selfsame going forth shown to John in Patmos. " I saw 
heaven opened, and behold, a white horse and He that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness doth He judge 
and make war. And He was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood, 
and His name is called the Word of God. And out of His mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations, and 
He shall rule them with a rod of iron ; and He treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath 
on His vesture and on His thigh a name written. King of kings 
and Lord of lords." (Rev. xix. 11-16.) And this, let it be observed, 
follows immediately a/ier the marriage supper of the Lamb, and 
hefore the binding of Satan. 

For now shall DaniePs wonderful vision become a fact : " I be- 
held till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did 
sit, whose garment was as white as snow, and the hair of His head 
like pure wool. His throne was like the fiery flame, and His wheels 
as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before 
Him, thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before Him " — the redeemed of all ages — 
" the judgment was set, and the books were opened." This judg- 
ment must neither be confounded with the judgment-seat of Christ 
already past, nor with the post-millennial judgment, which of course 
is yet to come. This is expressly the judgment of the living 
nations gathered in hostility to Jehovah and His people at Jerusa- 
lem, represented to Daniel as *' a horn having eyes like the eyes of 
a man, and a mouth speaking great things." (Dan. vii. 8, 11, 12.) As 
to which he adds, **I beheld then because of the voice of the great 
words which the horn spake, I beheld even till the beast was slain, 
and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame." (See also 
Rev. xix. 19, 20.) ** As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had 
their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a 
season and a time." And now that the judgment is set, its process 
reveals the terror of that day of the Lord, before which prophets 
and men that had understanding in the visions of God have quailed 
with very fear and wonder at the ideas suggested by the spirit of 
prophecy. Isaiah said, " A grievous vision is declared unto me, 
therefore are my loins filled with pain, pangs have taken hold upon 
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me as the pangs of a woman that travaileth ; I was bowed down at 
the hearing of it, I was dismayed at the seeing of it ; my heart 
panted, fearfulness affrighted me, the night of my pleasure hath he 
turned into fear unto me." (Isa. xxi. 2-4.) Jeremiah said, ** We 
have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye 
now and see whether a man doth travail with child ? wherefore do 
I see every man with his hands on his loins as a woman in travail, 
and all faces are turned into paleness. Alas, for that day is great, 
so that none is like it : it is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but 
he shall be saved out of it." (Jer. xxx. 5, 6, 7.) Daniel said, **I 
Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the 
visions of my head troubled mo. As for me, Daniel, my cogitations 
much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me" (vii. 15, 2d). 
Joel said, " Alas, for the day ! for the day of the Lord is at hand, 
as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come " (i. 15). Habak- 
kuk, at the sight of what he records in chapter iii. adds; " When I 
heard, my belly trembled, my lips quivered at the voice, rottenness 
entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest 
in the day of trouble : when he cometh up unto the people, he will 
invade them with his troops." What would be the astonishment 
of these could they stand forth in our midst now, and witness the 
indifference of the religious bodies of our times, on the very eve of 
the fulfilment of their prophecies ! For now at length — in the 
period under consideration, has come the day of the Lord described 
as '' a day of darkness, and of gloominess, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains : a 
great people (pest), and a strong, there hath not been ever the 
like, neither shall be any more like it, even to the years of many 
generations.*' (See their description, Joel ii. 3-11, agreeing with 
the judgment under the sounding of the fifth trumpet in Rev. ix. 
1-12.) " The earth shall quake before them, the heavens shall 
tremble, the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining ; and the Lord shall utter His voice before 
His army, for His camp is very great, for He is strong that exe- 
cuteth His word ; for the day of the Lord is great and very terrible, 
and who can abide it ?" Whereto agree the words of our Lord, 
'' Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the be- 
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except 
those days should be shortened there should no flesh be saved, but for 
the elect's sake (the elect nation of Abraham's seed) those days shall 
be shortened." (Matt. xxiv. 21, 22.) And again, " There shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon 
the earth distress of nations with perplexity, the sea and the waves 
roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth ; for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken ; and then shall they see the Son of Man" — 
He has not been seen by the world hitherto — ** coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory." (Luke xxi. 'iS , ^&, ^1 !^ koS^ "^wS. 
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to the Thessalonians : '* The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence and from the glory of His power ; — whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of His coming/' Here and now must be the 
opening of the sixth seal ; " And lo, there was a great earthquake, 
the sun became black, and the moon as blood, the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, the heaven departed as a scroll rolled together, 
and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, 
and every free man hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains ; and said to the mountains and rocks. Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of His wrath is come, 
and who shall be able to stand T' (Kev. vi. 12-17.) Whereof 
Isaiah also had visions. (See xiii. 6-13 ; xxiv. 1-6 and 19-23.) And 
finally, John " saw the beast and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies gathered together to make war against Him that sat on the 
horse, and against His army '* — not that the kings of the earth and 
their armies will know that their war is against One in the heaven- 
lies, but He comes forth to identify Himself with His people the 
Jews, against whom the nations are gathered, and to avenge Him- 
self on the Antichrist. "And the beast was taken, and with him 
the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he 
deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake 
of fire burning with brimstone." (Kev. xix. 19, 20.) Thus will 
Jehovah assert His right not only to exist, but to rule in that crea- 
tion from which man's best attempt has been made to exclude him. 

Thus we have attempted in this section to give our readers as 
much as possible the words of Scripture, by simply linking them 
together in that order which commends itself to cur judgment, as 
we trust it will do to theirs. 

And now that the works of the devil have been destroyed by the 
Son of God, in pursuance of the Father's purpose in manifesting 
Him, we shall find Him dealing wiih the devil in his own person, 
God's enemy and man's from the beginning. For we read, ** I 
saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottom- 
less pit, and a great chain in his hand ; and he laid hold on the 
Dragon, that Old Serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan " — four 
names denoting the same personality — *'and bound him for a 
thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years should be fulfilled.'* (Rev. xx. 1, 2, 8.) 
He who came to our first parents in paradise, and in serpent-form. 
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assailed theii innocence, and compassed their fall ; after six thou- 
sand years of awful license, in which he has accomplished his 
infernal ends within the limit assigned him by Omnipotence, be- 
comes at length by that same Omnipotence bound. We have 
already seen him conscious **that he had but a short time," and 
now that that time is concluded, we find him bound, bound and 
made a captive. The bottomless pit with its key and chain, its 
shutting up and sealing, are doubtless figures designed to convey 
the great fact, that the great enemy of God and man — and pre-emi- 
nently of the man Christ Jesus — will, with all his infernal allies, 
become so shut off from the earth, that their influence for evil will 
be withdrawn and withheld. We read elsewhere of ** angels which 
kept not their first estate, reserved in everlasting chains, under 
darkness, unto the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6) ; a part in 
the judgment of which Paul anticipated in 1 Cor. vi. 3. The bene- 
ficial effect upon the world of men of this binding of Satan it is 
impossible to estimate. But we have here the fact accomplished, 
and its effects we propose to consider in future pages. That such 
a power for evil exists, and exists in a person called by our Lord, 
" Beelzebub, the chief of devils," we need not insist upon, as this 
testimony of our Lord should settle the fact in all devout and re- 
verent minds. What is meant by the personality of spirit, should 
be accepted as understood without a quibble of words ; but we con- 
fess to having no more diflSculty in understanding the existence of 
an infernal than of a heavenly hierarchy, each having its ruling head. 
And such a dread person as we conceive Apollyon to be we are 
right glad to find at length a prisoner, and leave him there while 
we proceed to consider Millennial Glory, and Millennial Times. 

VI.— THE MILLENNIUM. 

We hope there is no need to apologise to any of our readers for 
accepting Eev. xx. so literally as to ground upon it our belief 
in a millennium. We have heard it ignorantly said, " If it had 
not been for one chapter in the Bible, the world would never have 
dreamed of a millennium." This surely might be said of other 
chapters and other truths. But much of symbol as we find in this 
Book of Bevelation we must insist that it abounds in fact as well as 
figure, and hence our need of the promised Guide into an under- 
standing of its truth. And while it pleased God to speak through 
the prophets to our fathers only of ** that day," we learn at lengih 
through Peter that ** one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day;" then through the seer in Patmos 
that a definite period of one thousand years may be regarded as the 
Millennium. Such we take to be the seventh thousand years of the 
world's history, and as such, the world's Sabbath. 

But as there can be no birth without travail and not unfrequently 
its latest throes its worst, so we expect to see the old. Qit^<et ^iNSccisi"^ 
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pass away and the new order introduced by some such agonies of 
creation both moral and physical, earthly and heavenly, as were 
typed in the waters of Noah and in the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus. Indeed this last event possessed so many features of like- 
ness to the period now under consideration that when the disciples 
asked our Lord, saying, ** Tell us when shall these things be, and 
what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the age ?" it 
is with diflSculty that we can distinguish His answer to the three 
questions severally as we find it recorded in Matt. xxiv. 

And so we find that the Lord in ridding the earth of its triunity 
of evil, the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, hath made it 
empty and waste and turned it upside down and scattered abroad 
the inhabitants thereof, so that it is utterly broken down, clean dis- 
solved, and moved exceedingly, reeling to and fro like a drunkard, 
and removed like a cottage, the transgression being heavy upon it 
(Isa. xxiv. 20), the piling up of 4300 years since he reckoned with 
our race in the waters of the deluge. And when the Lord shall 
punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of 
the earth upon the earth, gathering them together as prisoners are 
gathered in the pit, after many days they shall be visited. On 
earth ** it shall be as with the people so with the priest, as with 
the servant so with his master, as with the maid so with her mis- 
tress, as with the buyer so with the seller, as with the lender so 
with the borrower '* (Isa. xxiv.) — all social distinctions and per- 
sonal properties for the time swept away; in the heavens, the 
heavenly bodies shall be alike in commotion, and the laws that so 
long have governed them shall become disturbed and deranged, for 
^* all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be 
rolled together as a scroll ; and all the host of them shall fall down 
as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig 
tree." The scientists of our time cry, Impossible ! but Isaiah xxxiv. 4 
declares it. 

And where in Isaiah Ixvi. we read promises the best and brightest 
for Jerusalem, we find the Lord's " anger with fury " will usher in 
** the abundance of her glory :" and hence we find it written, ** Re- 
joice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her all ye that love her ; 
rejoice for joy with her all ye that mourn for her, that ye may suck 
and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations, that ye may 
milk out and be delighted with the abundance of her glory. For, 
behold, the Lord will come with fire and with His chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with 
flames of fire. For by fire and by His sword will the Lord plead 
with all flesh ; and the slain of the Lord shall be many." How far 
Idumea or Edom and its capital Bozrah may be intended literally 
or employed figuratively to represent some country where the Lord's 
anger will especially rest, is not clear ; but certain it is that some 
part of the earth — some country or district — probably where His 
people Israel have suffered some overwhelming calamity, such as 
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that under Ferdinand and Isabella, when 800,000 by a single decree 
were forced out to sea in boats, and for the most pare perished —will 
be exempted from the blessings of the millennial period, and left 
like the cities of the plain, an enduring monument of Jehovah's 
righteous indignation against oppression and wrong. For thus we 
read, 

My sword is made bare in the heavens ; 

Behold, upon Edom shall it descend ; 

And on a people by me jasbly devoted. 

The sword of Jehovah is filled with blood, 

It is made fab with the fattest flesh, 

With the blood of lambs and of goats, 

With the fat of the kidneys of rams. 

For Jehovah hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, 

And a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 

And their land shall be drunken with blood, 

And their very dust shall be enriched with fat, 

For it is the day of Jehovah's vengeance. 

The year of recompense to the Advocate of Zion 

And her streams shall be turned into pitch. 

And her dust into sulphur. 

And her land shall become burning pitch. 

It shall not be quenched by night or by day ; 

Her smoke shall ascend up for ever. 

Through every generation she shall lie waste, 

None shall pass through her for ever and ever. 

Thorns shall spring up in her palaces. 

The nettle and the bramble in her fortresses, 

And she shall become a habitation for serpents. 

They shall possess the land perpetually. 

Through every generation they shall dwell therein. 

(Isaiah xxxiv. — Boothroyd) 

Now then it is that we see the strength and beauty of the pro- 
phetic utterance in Isaiah Ixiii. 

Who is this that cometh from Edom ? 
With garments deeply dyed from Bozrah ? 
This that is glorious m His apparel ; 
Marching on in the greatness of His strength ? 

I, who publish righteousness and am mighty to save. 

Wherefore is Thine apparel red ? 

And Thy garments like one that treadebh the wine-vat ? 

I have trodden the wine- vat alone ; 

And of the people there were none with Me. 

And I trod them in Mine anger ; 

And I trampled them in Mine indignation ; 

And their blood was sprinkled upon My garments ; 

And I have stained all Mine apparel. 

For the day of vengeance was in My heart, 

And the year of My redeemed was comB.-^ Boothroyd, 

For now " His feet shall stand upon the Mount of Olives, which 
is before Jerusalem on the east, and'* — as part of the physical phe- 
nomena before noted — * ' the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
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thereof, toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a 
very great yalley, and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south " (verifying Isa. liv. 10, "The 
mountains shall depart and the hills be removed,*' &c.); " and the 
Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee." (Zech. xiv. 
4,6.) 

It may be well we should here explain our thought concerning 
these several comings, which are not comings and departures, but 
rather stages of the one coming in which *' He shall appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation." Like the stages of a royal 
progress wherein the Heir Apparent comes from afar to be crowned 
and enthroned in the capital of his newly acquired kingdom. In 
the first stage we have seen Him met by His saints in the air as 
their Bridegroom. In the second stage we have seen Him come 
near enough to the earth for the inhabitants of the world to " see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud " in His judicial character, as 
judge of the living nations, already noted in Daniel vii. 22. Now, 
in this third stage we see Him come io the earth, so as to stand on 
the Mount of Olives. And there shall be seen the self-same Jesus 
that went up from that Mount " so come again in like manner as 
He was seen to go," but now " all His saints with Him." The 
Bridegroom and the Bride, J;he King with His court complete. 

Concerning that day, Zechariah adds, ** It shall come to pass in 
that day that the light shall not be clear nor dark, but it shall be 
one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day nor night; but it 
shall come to pass that at evening time it shall be light." (Chap, 
xiv. 6, 7.) From which we understand that when the sun is de- 
clining an^ the evening drawing on, suddenly the light of His 
presence shall burst upon the Mount of Olives and its neighbour- 
hood. What distance that light will extend and what phenomena 
will attend that appearance, who shall say ? Then shall His word 
by Zechariah be fulfilled, **I will pour upon the house of David and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem" — **the third part" we have be- 
fore seen " brought through the fire " — ** the spirit of grace and of 
supplication, and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for Him as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his firstborn. And the land shall mourn, every family apart ; the 
family of the house of David apart and their wives apart, the family 
of the house of Nathan apart and their wives apart, the family of 
the house of Levi apart and their wives apart, the family of Simeon 
apart and their wives apart, all the families that remain, every 
family apart and their wives apart ;" not as a nation, nor as tribes, 
but as houses and families, fathers and mothers showing the 
thoroughness and individuality of the repentance. Then as a result, 
" In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for unclean- 
neaa.** (Zech. xiiL 1.) 
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Now shall those seven psalms, from the forty-second to the forty- 
eighth, be found to be a series, recording Jehovah's dealing with His 
nation, of whom it has been so long said, ** the veil is upon their 
heart. Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord the veil shall be 
taken away " (2 Cor. iii. 15, 16). And here opens a field too wide 
to enter upon with our present limit, but let any student of the 
Word, who loves Zion, and longs to see her a praise in the earth, 
take his Bible and observe the following course of meditation. In 
Psalm xlii., the nation in its drought and desertion pants for God, 
for the living God, as the hart panteth after the water brooks. 
Deep calleth unto deep, waves and billows pass over, yet withal 
encouragement is felt to **hope in God for it shall yet praise Him." 
In Psalm xliii. God is asked to plead its cause against the ungodly 
oppressors, implores light and truth which may bring it again to 
His holy hill and to His tabernacles, where once more it may go 
unto the altar of God, unto God its exceeding joy. In Psalm xliv. 
it calls to mind the former dealings of God with the fathers, what 
work He did in times of old, but now cast off and put to shame, 
given like sheep appointed for meat, and scattered among the 
heathen, adds yet this powerful plea, '* Yea, for Thy sake are we 
killed, all the day long we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Awake, why sleepest Thou, Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever." 
In Psalm ^v., God has arisen and come forth to acknowledge His 
nation as His bride ; and inspiring her heart, she speaks good 
matter touching her King, and now she invites Him to gird on His 
sword and ride forth prosperously in the cause of truth, meekness, 
and righteousness, and sings, ** Instead of our fathers shall be their 
children, whom Thou mayest make princes in all the earth ; therefore 
shall the people praise thee for ever and ever." In Psalm xlvi. we 
have the nation's song of triumph, and never until then will this 
song come out in all its fulness of meaning. Never until then shall 
the grandeur of those words — surely the most divine of inspirations 
— become realised : " The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 
He uttered His voice, the earth melted. The Lord of Hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." Never until then can the invi- 
tation be given, ** Come, behold the works of the Lord, what deso- 
lations He hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto 
the end of the earth. He breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in 
sunder, He burneth the chariot in the fire." For then from His 
throne in Jerusalem shall He say, '' Be still and know that I am 
God, I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth." To which, Israel His nation shall respond, " The Lord of 
Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." In Psalm xlvii. 
we have the song celebrating universal dominion, ** The Lord Most 
High is terrible. He is a great King over all the earth. He shall 
subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. Sing 
praises to God, sing praises ; sing praises unto our King, sing 
praises. For God is the King of all the earth* Six^g, ^^ ^i^'e^^^ 
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with understanding." In Psalm xlyiii. we have a song for Zion, 
once more built and established. ** Beautiful for situation, the 
joy of the whole earth is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
the city of the great King." And now, "Let Mount Zion rejoice, 
let the daughters of Judah be glad because of Thy judgments." 
And let her sons " Walk about Zion, and go round about her, tell 
the towers thereof, mark well her bulwarks, and consider her 
palaces ; for this God is our God for ever and ever, He will be our 
guide even unto death." 

But to return. When .all these mighty changes, moral, phy- 
sical, and phenomenal, shall have taken place, and men shall 
begin to realise the change of dispensation, the new age and 
order of things that shall have arisen, and when it has become 
known that the Lord is greab in Zion, and that " the time to 
favour her, yea, the set time has come," then the entire nation 
of the Jews under the whole heaven shall arise and return to the 
land of their fathers. Then shall Isa. Ixvi. 19-22 be fulfilled, " I 
will send those that escape of them unto the nations that have not 
heard My fame neither have seen My glory, and they shall declare 
My glory among the Gentiles. And they shall bring all your 
brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations to My holy 
mountain, Jerusalem, saith the Lord, and I will also take of them 
for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord. For as the new heavens 
and the new earth which I will make shall remain before Me, saith 
the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain." And in order 
to show the thoroughness and universality of the restoration we 
read, " Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it 
shall no more be said, The Lord liveth that brought up the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; but The Lord liveth that 
brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, 
and from all the lands whither He had driven them, and I will 
bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers. 
Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall 
fish them, and after, I will send for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them, from every mountain and from every hill, and out of 
the holes of the rocks.'* (Jer. xvi. 14, 16.) And that it shall not 
be merely a personal or national restoration, but also a real moral 
reformation, we read, " I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your 
own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall 
be clean, from all your filthiness and from all your idols will I 
cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you, and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh, and I will put My 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye 
shall keep My judgments and do them. And ye shall dwell in the 
land that I gave unto your fathers, and ye shall be My people and I 
will be your Qod." (£zek. xxxvi. 24-28.) And as a result of this 
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moral reformation and national restoration, Israel and Judah shall 
be no more twain, but one in that day when the Lord shall bind up 
the breach of His people, after thirty centuries continuance. " For 
it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand 
again the second time to recover the remnant of His people which 
shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and 
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, 
and from the islands of the sea. And He shall set up an ensign 
for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth. The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adver- 
saries of Judah shall be cut off, Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim." (Isa. xi. 11, 13.) And yet more 
fully we read, " Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick and 
write upon it. For Judah and for the children of Israel his com- 
panions; then take another stick and write upon it. For Joseph, the 
stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions ; 
and join them one to another into one stick, and they shall become 
one stick in thine hand. And when the children of thy people shall 
speak unto thee, saying. Wilt thou not show us what thou meanest 
by these ? Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
will take the children of Israel from among the heathen whither 
they be gone, and will gather them on every side and bring them 
into their own land. And I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Israel, and one king shall be king to them 
all, and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingdoms any more at all, but I will save them out 
of all their dwelling-places wherein they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them ; so shall they be My people, and I will be their God. 
And David my servant shall be king over them, and they all shall 
have one shepherd, and they shall dwell in the land that I have 
given unto Jacob My servant, even they and their children, and 
their children's children for ever, and My servant David shall be 
their prince for ever.*' (Ezek. xxxvii. 16-25.) 

The promise here given that David shall be king over them, their 
one shepherd and prince for ever, we confine exclusively to Christ, 
who shall then be one Lord and His name one. That David the 
son of Jesse, in common with other saints, will reign with Christ 
upon the earth during this period we take into account, but that 
he is spoken of here we think not. That Christ will be represented 
in the person of some one man in the flesh as His true Vicar upon 
earth, and under the denomination otprincey would appear from the 
words to Ezekiel, '* This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, 
and no (ordinary) man shall enter by it, because the Lord the God 
of Israel hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. It is for 
the prince ; the prince^ he shall sit in it to eat bread before the 
Lord, he shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate and shall 
go ont by the way of the same." (Chap. xliv. 2, 8.) Also this 
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same prince is to have a portion of land for his own possession, and 
it shall be his part to give burnt offerings and meat offerings and 
drink offerings in the feasts. (Chap. xlv. 7, 8, 17.) 

For now shall the temple be buUt at Jerusalem after the pattern 
shown to Ezekiel and recorded in such wondrous detail in chapters 
xl. to xlviii. And ** then shall it come to pass that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains 
and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto 
it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and 
He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths, for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations and shall re- 
buke many people ; and they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
house of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord." 
(Isa. ii. 2-5.) For, " It shall come to pass that from one new 
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh 
come to worship before Me, saith the Lord." (Isa. Ixvi. 23.) "And 
it shall come to pass that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year 
to worship the King the Lord of hosts and to keep the feast of 
tabernacles." (Zech. xiv. 16.) For thus shall be that which is 
written, " Gentiles shall come to Thy light and kings to the 
brightness of Thy rising. And the sons of the stranger shall build 
up thy walls and their kings shall minister unto thee. The glory 
of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and 
the box tree together, to beautify the place of My sanctuary, and I 
will make the place of My feet glorious. They shall call thee. The 
city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel." (Isa. Ix. 11-14.) 

And now shall Jerusalem descended, Jerusalem restored, and the 
Gentile nations, appear the antitype of the temple of old with its 
holy of holies, its holy place, and its outer court of the Gentiles. 
John saw in vision " the holy city. New Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band," for he was " carried away in the spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and was shown that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God." By 
which we understand that a region of glory constituting the home, 
rest, and rendezvous of the raised and changed saints shall hover 
over the restored Jerusalem, near enough to be within sight, but 
not near enough to interfere with the alternations of night and day: 
that this shall be the heaven opened, first shown in vision to our 
father Jacob on the plain of Padanaram and then promised by our 
blessed Lord to Nathaniel, which being then fulfilled we shall better 
understand his saying, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
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the Son of Man.'* (John i. 51.) The ladder set up whose top 
reached unto heaven, and our Lord declaring Himself The Way, 
point to His being in that day the link of connection between the 
Jerusalem which is above and the Jerusalem beneath, the Jerusalem 
descended and the Jerusalem restored. 

Jerusalem descended will then answer to the holy of holies. 
Jerusalem restored, ** beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King," will 
answer to the holy place ; while the whole earth then under the 
sway of His sceptre of righteousness shall answer to the outer 
court, where God will be known if not worshipped, and feared if not 
loved, for it is ** the knowledge of the Lord which is to fill the 
earth as the waters cover the sea.*' (Isa. xi. 9 and Hab. ii. 14.) 

But the better to express our conceptions of this period, founded 
upon what is revealed, and so well as we are able to read what is 
written, we propose to describe it under seven aspects : 1st. In 
relation to the heavenly bodies and the atmosphere surrounding 
our planet ; 2nd. In relation to art and science ; 3rd. In relation 
to political economy ; 4th. In relation to commerce ; 5th. In rela- 
tion to social life ; 6th. In relation to human physique ; and, 7th. 
In relation to the earth, animal and vegetable life. 

The groans of Nature in this nether world, 
Which heaven has heard for ages, have an end. 
Foretold by prophets, and by poets sang. 
Whose fire was kindled at the prophet's lamp. 
The time of rest, the promised Sabbath, comes. 
Six thousand years of sorrow have well nigh 
Fulfilled their tardy and disastrous coarse 
Over a sinful world : and what remains 
Of this tempestuous state of human things 
Is merely as the working of a sea 
Before a calm, that rocks itself to rest ; 
For He, whose car the winds are. and the clouds 
The dust that waits npon His sultry march, 
When sin hath moved Him, and His wrath is hot, 
Shall visit earth in mercy ; shall descend 
Propitious in His chariot paved with love ; 
And what His storms have blasted and defaced 
For man's revolt, shall with a smile repair. 

Gowpefs •' Winter Walk at Noon" 

Before, however, considering the new heavens and the new 
earth, let us contemplate awhile the heavenlies and the glory 
of our new home there, as best we can from the description given 
us of Jerusalem descended, and what John saw her to be. Set 
forth under the similitude of ** a city that lieth foursquare, the 
length, and the breadth, and the height of it equal," we discern an 
aggregate of living stones, square every way and mathematically 
true — men whose ways are equal — always square and square all ways, 
earth's true nobility, each a temple of the living God, and together 
God's building, an habitation for God, in which He will etern^sll^ 
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dwell, and through whom He will eternally shine. Once in 
nature's quarry they were in due time quarried, and roughly hewn 
awhile with hammer and chisel, plumbline and square in the hand 
of our Zerubbabel, they have become fitted to His purpose and 
their place in the great building. Not all of one size, but all in 
like proportion, squared each to its fellow-stone, angles are no 
more ; the angular selfhood has, under the action of the fire, been 
burnt out of them, or by the hammer chipped and chiselled off 
them ; and by long continued friction becoming polished stones, 
they have at length been placed by God, according to His great 
plan, a fitting stone for every place, and a fitting place for every 
stone. For " now hath God set the members, every one of them, 
in the body as it hath pleased Him.'' And, in the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb inscribed on the twelve foundations, 
and, in the names of the twelve tribes of Israel inscribed on the 
twelve gates, we see the household of faith united and recognised 
as forming one bride. No longer two folds or two flocks, but one 
flock under one shepherd. And in the building of lively stones, 
having Jesus Christ himself for the chief comer stone, into whom 
the stones are built and fitly framed, we see the building now in 
its completeness grown unto an holy temple in the Lord, having 
the glory of God in such sort and degree as to render each stone 
transparent; " its light like unto a stone most precious, even like 
a jasper stone, clear as crystal.*' No temple is here, no candle is 
here, for every stone is a temple of transparent light and beauty, 
*'the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it," 
neither hath it " need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for 
the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." 
What ** its wall great and high " can mean, we must wait to see ; 
what *'pure gold like unto clear glass" means, wo must wait to 
see ; what " the measurement of a man, that is, of the angel," can 
mean, we must wait to see ; whether twelve thousand furlongs 
bears any proportion to fifteen hundred miles square, as the extent 
and limit of the city, may be understood literally, we must wait to 
see. But, with three gates northward, eastward, southward, and 
westward, we see that ** they shall come from the north, the east, 
the south, and the west, to sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of God," and that their number shall not be 
few, but many ; we see not one gate but three in either wall. That 
the foundations of the wall are garnished with all manner of precious 
stones, should make us very tolerant one of another. Not all jas- 
pers, not all sapphires, not all emeralds, but all precious stones, 
and precious alike to Him, who has paid one price for our redemption; 
and now, in all their blest variety, shining in His light, and radiant 
with His brightness ; for the glory of one God doth lighten it, and 
07ie Lamb is the light thereof. 
There Immanuel will hold his Court, and thither will saints as 
Ai'n^s and priests resort for high commimon, ^tv3l ^k^^iice go forth 
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to fulfil His high behests. And in glorified bodies, no longer 
bound by time or space, they shall traverse the infinite, rapid as 
light or thought, on their errands for the king. When needful to 
converse with men in the flesh, they shall be able to make them- 
selves appear as did our Lord on His way to Emmaus, and anon to 
vanish out of sight. Thus, holding His Court in Jerusalem de- 
scended, and sitting on the throne of His father David in Jerusalem 
restored. He shall in the persons of His saints "have dominion 
from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth." For 
then shall ** the saints be joyful in glory, the high praises of God 
in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to execute 
vengeance on the heathen, and punishments upon the people, to 
bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron, 
to execute upon them the judgment written ; this honour have all 
His saints. Thus will He beautify the meek with salvation, and 
the Lord will take pleasure in His people.'' (Ps. cxlix.) 

Long has been the testimony of the Holy Spirit to the true wor- 
shippers : — " Ye are come,*' but, hitherto, in spirit only. Now, 
shall it be manifestly true that we are come unto Mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to (more 
than) the spirits of just men made perfect, for then shall spirit, 
soul, and body complete our glorified manhood. 

Egypt and Tyre and Greek and Jew, 
Shall here begin their lives anew, 
Angels and men shall join to sing, 
The hill where living waters spring. 

So much for the Jerusalem descended, but suspended over Jeru- 
salem restored, after the manner of the cloud overshadowing Israel 
in the wilderness, a cloud by day and a fire by night, ever visible, 
verifying the name of the city Jehovah- Shammah, The Lord is 
there. (Ezek. xlviii. 35.) 

Now, let us consider millennial glory, in its sevenfold aspect, as 
it shall affect Jerusalem restored, and the material earth, of which 
it will be the City Metropolitan. 

1st. In relation to the heavenly bodies and the atmosphere sur-" 
rounding our planet. As chief among these heavenly bodies we 
notice first the sun and the moon, concerning which we read, " the 
moon shall be confounded and the sun ashamed." (Isa. xxiv. 23.) 
And, again, *' the sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither 
for brightness shall the moon give light to thee, but the Lord shall 
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." (Isa. 
Ix. 19.) And then immediately following, " Thy sun shall no 
more go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw itself," — this we 
take to be figurative of joy and peace, because it is added — ** for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended." But then, again, -^e x^^3l ^k'^Xv^i^ ^*v 
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the moon shall he as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the Lord 
bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound." (Isa. xxx. 26.) 

From all which we understand that the glory of Jerusalem 
descended will exceed that of the sun and moon ; shining by night 
with a brilliance approaching that of the sun, and by day with the 
brightness of a sevenfold sun. And thus the sun would no more 
be needed by Jerusalem restored, neither for brightness would the 
moon give light to it. But, for the earth at large, the sun would 
still be its light by day, and the moon by night ; no change would 
appear in the laws affecting them or their relations to the earth. 

In the promise of ** new heavens and new earth" (Isa. Ixv. 17), we 
understand the earth and the atmosphere surrounding it to exist 
under new conditions, and subject to new laws. And whether the 
glory of Jerusalem descended will be a presence of heat as well as 
of light we can only suggest. But if rivers are to be opened in 
high places and fountains in valleys, where hitherto they have not 
been, so that the wilderness shall become a pool of water, and dry 
land springs of water ; if He will plant in the wilderness the cedar, 
the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree ; if in the desert 
He will set the fir tree and the pine and the box tree together, that 
men ** may see and know and consider and understand together 
that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of 
Israel hath created it " (Isa. xli. 18 — 20) ; if the wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad, the desert rejoice and blossom as 
the rose ; if the glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellency 
of Carmel and Sharon " (Isa. xxxv. 1, 2) ; well, then, may we 
expect such results to be accomplished by considerable changes in 
the laws that at present prevail. Moreover, the removal of the 
curse from the earth, from man and from beast, so that creation 
shall cease its groaning — expressed in thorns and thistles, fell dis- 
eases, and ravening wolves — appears to necessitate some material 
change in the atmosphere upon which all life depends. But more 
of this anon, for we are far from thinking that He who framed the 
laws that now exist, has environed Himself by those laws, or 
exhausted His resources for framing others when need appears. 

2nd. In relation to art and science. 

Whether the fiery ordeal, through which the world and its 
inhabitants shall pass in the day of the Lord's anger, will utterly 
destroy the treasures of art and literature with which the libraries 
and museums of the earth's great centres abound, may be fairly 
questioned, God's and man's estimate of true worth so widely 
differing. But in Isa. ii. 15, 16, we read that " the day of the 
Lord shall be upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 
and upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures, 
and the idols He shall utterly abolish " — " things of desire " (see 
margin). Whether these words contain sentence upon books and 
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pictures and sculpture, the day must declare. That there are books, 
pictures, and sculptures too, that righteous and pure-minded men 
would destroy now if they could, there need be no more question 
than that their teaching and tendency is immoral and corrupt. 
That the day of the Lord will be upon all such we cannot doubt, 
but that the vandalism of Cromwell and his Ironsides, in their 
earnest but mistaken zeal, which turned cathedrals into stables, 
and demolished sculptured sepulchres, will be repeated, we think 
not. Whether the structures of ages long past and recently 
restored, with others newly raised in our own day, will abide still 
and become consecrated to the worship of the Most High, delivered 
from all the false and idol worship with which too many now 
abound, will be a question of deep interest to antiquaries. That 
some of the structures about which will ever cling most hallowed 
memories, and some of the compositions in music and literature, 
little less than divine, might be spared to see the light of millennial 
glory we could even desire ; to say nothing of the Bible in its 
hundred-fold form of arrangement and dialect, the monument of 
many laborious lives. That varieties of dialect will continue long 
into the period now under consideration we think unlikely, for we 
read, " then I will turn to the people a pure language, that they 
may all call upon the name of the Lord to serve him with one 
consent." (Zeph. iii. 9.) And if Israel restored, as priests of the 
Lord and ministers of our God, shall go forth unto the nations, " to 
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, 
to the isles afar off,'* and these from their far-oflf distance shall 
eventually send delegates, who ** shall go up from year to year to 
worship the King the Lord of Hosts, to keep the feast of taber- 
nacles " at Jerusalem, it is most reasonable to think that one lip 
in a pure language shall express that praise 

But that art in music, painting, sculpture, and literature, will 
obtain development in millennial times far in advance of any pre- 
ceding age we doubt not. More especially when the pen, pencil, 
and chisel shall be in hands clean, the instruments of minds pure, 
expressive only of the beautiful and true in God and man ; when 
heaven-born art shall be no more an earth-bound slave, degraded 
to minister to man's worst passions ; for what else is the choicest 
work of art in painting or sculpture which, when executed, is veiled 
or ought to be ? That the temple built at Jerusalem, after the 
pattern shown to Ezekiel, will be a gem of architecture the world 
has never yet seen we doubt not. That the power of locomotion by 
laud and sea will be some element more subtle than steam, and 
more readily applied than with our present cumbrous machinery, 
we doubt not. That the marvels of electricity shall be known and 
applied with perfect success there need be no doubt. That the 
new atmosphere surrounding us will conduct sound with the rapidity 
of light may be among its possibilities. And Jerusalets^ x^^^^t.^^ 
shall be the college that shall send f OT\ib. i\.^ \.u\»ot^ Icrt ^^ x^s.^^^^- 
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ration of the nations afar off, so fulfilling their high destiny as 
God's witnesses among men. Already are we indebted to the 
Hebrew race for some of our finest compositions of music in 
modern times. Mr. Disraeli, in his **Life of Lord George 
Bentinck," written thirty years ago, inquires, " Who are the great 
composers who hereafter will rank with Homer, with Sophocles, 
with Praxiteles, or with Phidias? They are the descendants of 
tho^e Arabian tribes who conquered Canaan, and who, by favour 
of the Most High, have done more with less means than even 
the Athenians. Forty years ago the two most dishonoured races 
in Europe were the Attic and the Hebrew, and they were the 
two. races that had done most for mankind. Their fortunes had 
some similarity; their countries were the two smallest in the 
world, equally barren and equally famous ; they both divided them- 
selves into tribes ; both built a most famous temple on an acropohs ; 
and both produced a literature which all European nations have 
accepted with reverence and admiration. Athens has been oftener 
sacked than Jerusalem, and oftener rased to the ground, but the 
Athenians have escaped expatriation, which is purely an oriental 
custom. The sufferings of the Jews have, however, been infinitely 
more prolonged and varied than those of the Athenians. The 
Greek, nevertheless, appears exhausted. The creative <yenius of 
Israel, on the contrary, never shone so bright; and when the 
Russian, the Frenchman, and the Anglo-Saxon, amid applauding 
theatres, or the choral voices of solemn temples, yield themselves 
to the full spell of a Mozart or a Mendelssohn, it seems difficult 
to comprehend how these races can reconcile it to their hearts 
to persecute a Jew." And in these times that we are contem- 
plating we expect to see Mozarts and Mendelssohns multiplied 
seven or, perhaps, seventy-fold, when music will be a main feature, 
even as praise shall be the main business of that age ; when a 
fulness of meaning shall be felt as never hitherto, in the words 
'' Make a joyful noise unto God all ye lands, sing forth the 
honour of His name, make His praise glorious. All the earth 
shall glorify Thee, and shall sing unto Thee ; they shall sing to 
Thy Name. Selah." (Ps. Ixvi. 1, 2, 4.) Then shall it be no empty 
profane formality to say, "Let us sing to the praise and glory of 
God; " but as well the singers as the players on the instruments shall 
say, ** All my fresh springs shall be in Thee." (Ps. Ixxxvii. 7, 
Prayer-Book version.) 

And as to sacred literature, who shall say that the canon of 
Scripture is completed in the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments ? May it not bo that, with the introduction of a new 
era, some newer Testament may supply a third strand to the cord 
of Divine revelation which never can be broken ? May it not 
ho that from Jerusalem may yet again go forth a further transcript 
of the Divine Mind, containing some further light for the teaching 
of millennial times, the comi^\emeiL\) ^u9l <icrai^\<ekt^^ the whole? 
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It may be objected, that when the Living "Word has come, the 
written word will be done away. This will be true concerning the 
bride, the Lamb's wife, abeady with Him in the glory, but not 
likely to be true of Israel restored, and especially the nations afar 
off, who have yet to hear his fame and see His glory. • And when 
we consider the obscurity of the visions and prophecies of the Old 
Testament, and the " things hard to be understood " in the New, 
especially the closing scenes depicted in the Apocalypse, there 
might seem a need for a third Testament to illumine the pages 
of the foregoing two. And to whom but the seed of Abraham, 
the honoured conservators of the sacred oracles (see Rom. iii. 2), 
would such a work be committed ? The entire Book, as now we . 
have it, is the fruit of their genius under Divine inspiration. 
And when their minds are no longer blinded, but as a nation, 
** it shall turn to the Lord, and the veil is taken away, in the read- 
ing of the old Scriptures," and the New (as our privilege long 
has been), the hearts of devout men, as subjects of a new inspira- 
tion, shall be ready to burst with desire to make amends for the 
past infidelity of their race in testimony to that Messiah long 
despised, but now their delight to honour as the King of kings, 
and Lord of Lords. For there, in the book they have so long 
set at nought and despised, they shall find it to have been long 
written, " They also, if they continue not in unbelief, shall be 
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if thou 
wast cut off from an olive wild by nature, and '■ in violation of 
nature wast grafted into a good olive, how much more shall 
these the natural branches be grafted into their own olive. For, 
brethren, that you may not be conceited with yourselves, I wish 
you not to be ignorant of this secret, that hardness in some 
measure has happened to Israel till the fulness of the Gentiles 
may come in. And then all Israel will be saved, as it has been 
written, * the deliverer shall come out of Zion and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. And this is the covenant with 
them from me when I shall take away their sins.' " (Bom. xi. 
23-27. Emphatic Diaglott.) 

Well may the apostle — inspired thus with prophetic visions of a 
bright future for his kinsmen after the flesh— exclaim, **0, the 
depth of the riches, and wisdom, and knowledge of God ! How 
unsearchable His judgments, and untraceable His ways. Because 
out of Him, and through Him, and for Him are all things. To 
whom be the glory for the ages." Amen. 

3rd. Political Philosophy and Political Economy. And first 
Political Philosophy, which leads us at once to consider the form 
of government that shall then obtain. For this we have direct 
teaching in the words of Isaiah xxxii. 1, ** Behold a king shall reign 
in righteousness, and princes (under Him) shall rule in judgment." 
And Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, '* Behold the days come, saith the Lord^ that 
I will raise unto David a righteous "biaTicVi, auSi ^^^201% ^^ T€^.^a. 
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and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In His days Judah shall he saved, and Israel shall dwell safely, and 
this is His name whereby He shall he called. The Lord our Righ- 
teousness.*' And Ezekiel xxxiv. 23, 24, ** I will set up one shep- 
herd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David, 
he shall feed them, and he shall he their shepherd, and I the Lord 
will he their God, and my servant David a prince among them. I 
the Lord have spoken it." And repeatedly we have Isaiah's words, 
** The Lord ahne shall he exalted in that day." And as He shall 
he alone exalted, so His dominion shall be universal, for **the 
Lord shall be King over all the earth ; in that day shall there be 
one Lord and His Name one." (Zech. xiv. 9.) But the most glow- 
ing testimony to His world-wide reign we have in Psa. Ixxii. 8-11 : 
" He shall have dominion also from sea to sea and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness 
shall bow before Him, and His enemies shall lick the dust. The 
kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents, the kings of 
Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea all kmgs shall fall down 
before Him, all nations shall serve Him." And when the shaking 
of the heavens and the earth, moral and material, shall have come 
to an end, then shall Psalms xcv., xcvi., xcvii., and xcviii. have a 
fulness of meaning never yet realised ; for then it shall be said, 
" 0, come, let us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joyful, noise 
unto the rock of our salvation. For the Lord is a great God, a 
great King above all gods. Declare His glory among the hea- 
then, His wonders among all people. For the Lord is great and 
greatly to be praised. He is to be feared above all gods. Say 
among the heathen that the Lord reigneth, the world also shall be 
established that it shall not be moved : He shall judge the people 
righteously. Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad, lat 
the sea roar, and the fulness thereof, let the field be joyful, and all 
that is therein ; then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before 
the Lord, for He cometh, for He cometh to judge the earth ; with 
righteousness shall He judge the world and the people with equity." 
And when John in vision sees Him riding forth conquering and to 
conquer, we find that He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a 
name written, " King of kings and Lord of lords." From all which 
we learn that when ** in His times He shall show who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords," His 
government shall be paternal over the righteous, and absolute over 
the wicked, and hence we find Him called ** The mighty God, and 
The Father of the future age." (See Boothroyd's version of Isaiah, 
ix. 6.) And when He shall assume despotic power, the very title 
of despot shall be redeemed from the opprobrium that now rests 
upon it. All who have hitherto borne that title and exercised its 
jt>ower have been of a fallen race, and for the most part have abused 
tl2e power so held, so that the very name has become odious ; but 
nrben absolute sw&y shall be held \>^ tti^ ^etfeQ,\» Ou^^ then shall 
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absolutism become a perfect rule that all will approve and applaud. 
Every form of government set up by man has been tried and found 
wanting, because it has been the government oi fallen man, and the 
usurper has held the chief room ; but when he shall be cast down 
and the God-man set up, then shall we see ** His dominion an 
everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed." (Dan. vii. 14.) 

But this universal reign of His must include authority delegated 
to many, so that He shall reign in and through His saints ; in them 
by a plenitude of His Spirit exceeding anything we now possess, 
and through them as in person they shall have dominion over two 
cities, five, or ten. The prince that is to " sit in the gate " of Jeru- 
salem (Ezek. xliv. 3) as Christ's true vicar and vicegerent upon 
earth — a prince of the house of David as he must be — will thefi be 
manifested by the direct appointment of Christ the King. He and 
his ancestors may long have lost all knowledge of their line of 
descent, but when the time shall come for David to need a man, it 
shall be found written, ** Thus saith the Lord, David shall never 
want a man " (margin — there shall not be cut off from David a 
man) ** to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel " (Jer. xxxiii. 
17), seeing "the Lord hath sworn in truth unto David, He will 
not turn from it; of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
There (in Jerusalem) will I make the horn of David to bud, I have 
ordained a lamp for mine anointed" (Psa. cxxxii. 11, 17). Long 
has been the winter season to ** the rod out of the stem of Jesse," 
but when budding time shall arrive, *' a branch shall grow out of 
his roots; and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord." (Isa. xi. 1-5.) 
Fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth doubtless this has been already, but 
we hold that a literal fulfilment yet remains to be accomplished in 
a lineal descendant of the house of David, not yet extinct, however 
unknown. And similar appointments — if not from the house of 
David — from the house of Israel, for other cities ; for every city 
and province must have its chief magistrate or mayor, a man en- 
dued with this same ** spirit of knowledge, making him quick of 
understanding in the fear of the Lord, who shall not judge after 
the sight of the eye nor reprove after the hearing of the ear, but 
with righteousness shall judge the poor, and argue with equity for 
the meek of the earth." (See margin.) 

We think it likely that as the prince of Jerusalem will receive 
his appointment direct from the King, so these will receive their 
appointments direct also ; but all minor appointments to office in 
Jerusalem, the cities, and provinces, will be the patronage of the 
prince of Jerusalem, and the mayors and magistrates in their 
respective cities and provinces. Then shall be seen patronage 
employed in righteousness, bestowed, not in personal favouritism, 
but in fidelity to Him the one Lord of all, and in fifeasi^^ 1<^^ ^3s^^ 
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post of service to be filled. Nor will they be alone in the discharge 
of these their onerous duties, for the saints in dominion over 
them, and under Christ, shall counsel and direct them in all their 
need. 

Hitherto "judgment has been turned away backward, and justice 
hath stood afar off,^ truth hath fallen in the street and equity could 
not enter; yea, truth hath failed, and he that departed from evil hath 
made himself a prey" (is accounted mad— see margin. Isa. lix. 
14, 15). Here let us think a moment of the ages of misrule, 
wherein man and Satan combined, in civilised as well as savage 
life, have oppressed the common people, counting God*s creatures 
as so many sheep for slaughter, and with or without excuse have 
sported in cruelty and death. How long has the prayer gone up, 
" Have respect unto the covenant, for the dark places of the earth 
are full of the habitations of cruelty !" Wisdom hath been left to 
say mournfully, ** Without me kings reign and princes decree injus- 
tice; without me nobles rule, even all the judges of the earth;'* with 
but few exceptions. But now the case is altered ; for the King 
" shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of 
salvation upon His head;** and in plenitude of wisdom all state 
appointments shall be His own. And when that shall come to pass 
which is written, " Thy people also shall be all righteous, they 
shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work 
of my hands, that I may be glorified '* (Isa. Ix. 21) ; the King shall 
find princes, nobles, and judges in abundance upon whom to be- 
stow His seals of office. Every kingdom shall find its own king, 
every department of state shall find its own minister, every court 
of justice its own judge, and every city and province its own chief 
magistrate. And each of these endued with wisdom from Him 
to make all minor appointments. For then shall wisdom sing^ 
" By me kings reign and princes decree justice ; by me princes 
rule and nobles, even all the judges of the earth." (Prov. viii. 15, 
16.) And then Psalm ci. shall be the rule of conduct for each 
one in authority. 

The saints in their dominion over two, five, or ten cities or pro- 
vinces, will form the link of connection between those in authority 
and the King Himself, reigning in Mount Zion. And capable of 
translating themselves at will from point to point of the universe, 
or traversing space with the rapidity of light, they shall be able to 
counsel and converse with men in the flesh, becoming visible or 
invisible at pleasure, after the manner of our blessed Lord subse- 
quent to His resurrection. And when as kings and priests they 
shall thus bear rule the wide world over, each in his appointed 
station, and that for a thousand years, envy: and discontent for 
evermore unknown ; it seems more than likely that oecumenical 
councils will periodically assemble in the senate house of the hea- 
yexAj city, for counsel and service and song ; and that shall be the 
manifestation of the sons of God. 
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And who shall say what thrilling oratory shall fill our ravished 
ears in "speeches from the throne" in that "House" which 
never shall " divide,'* in that senate where an " opposition " can 
never be. If a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, com- 
passed with envy that thirsted for His blood, would cause the 
people to ** wonder at the gracious words which proceeded out of 
His mouth;" and when the officers who were sent to take Him, 
returned without Him, saying, ** Never man spake like this man," 
what may not we expect when, crowned with the glory He had with 
the Father before the world began, He shall say the things He left 
unsaid when His parting words were, "I have many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now !" And when the speech 
from the throne has been delivered, what replies may we hear from 
some tribune there occupied by men and angels too ! What re- 
hearsals of the wonderful works of God may employ the tongues of 
men and of angels there ! Long have the principalities and powers 
in the heavenlies been learning through the Church the manifold 
wisdom of God (Eph. iii. 10) ; when with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven, the Gospel has been preached, setting forth 
" things which the angels desire to look into " (1 Pet. i. 12) ; and 
now may come a time when we through angels may learn some- 
what more of God and His ways with them, and with us through 
them ; how often, to what extent, and in what way they became 
ministering spirits to us in our wilderness journey. And next to 
angels, men. How little can we know of Enoch's power for 
ministry ! How much may be inferred from Jude 14, 15, of the 
brilliant flame that burnt a while in " the seventh from Adam !" 
And Noah too, the preacher of righteousness, but of whose preach- 
ing we have no record left. Moses and Elias too, Samuel and 
David, Isaiah and Daniel, Habakkuk, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
John Baptist too, then Peter, James and John, Paul and Barnabas, 
Apollos the " eloquent, mighty in the Scriptures, fervent in 
spirit," and Aquila his tutor ; Polycarp and Ignatius ; Origen, and 
his father Leonides; Ambrose, Chrysostom, and Augustine; Gregory 
Nazianzen, and his son the greater ; Wickliffe, Huss, and Jerome 
of Prague; Luther and Staupitz, his tutor and patron ; Latimer, 
Hooper, and Eidley ; George Herbert and Samuel Eutherford ; 
Eichard Baxter and John Bunyan ; George Whitfield and the two 
Wesleys ; Dr. Chalmers and Edward Irving. If these, and many 
more whose names have never adorned the page of history, should 
in turn be heard with all their powers of sacred oratory multiplied 
sevenfold, opening and unfolding the mysteries of redemption, what 
mutual joy will be ours and theirs, the children to hear the fathers, 
arid the fathers to hear the children, their successors in ** the great 
cloud of witnesses !" Surely some such scene and circumstance 
will attend the manifestation of the sons of God ! 

When ! when, shall the fulness of the time come, when again 
God shall send forth His Soi^ to redeem the heirs under a^e tcoxxL 
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the bondage of corruption that they may receive the adoption of 
sons ? The sting of death indeed is gone, but the grave hath yet 
its victory over these. When shall we be no longer children 
cramped and confined in our capacities for service, love, and praise ? 
When shall we stand forth in this our glorious manhood, each in 
his lot, possessed of his inheritance ? '^ We that are in this taber- 
nacle do groan being burdened." " The whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now to be set free from the 
bondage of corruption into this liberty of the glory of the children 
of God." But let us rejoice that our groaning is in a tabernacle 
soon to be put off, that we may clothe ourselves with our house 
which is from heaven. That which is in part — our childishness, 
our imperfection, and our unperfection shall presently be done away 
in the coming of that which is perfect, in the presence of the Perfect 
One. 

But the Political Economy of this age must now have our con- 
sideration. For this, the letter of revealed truth is small ; but 
whatever principles have found favour in past ages, an entirely new 
economy must now be learned from the lips of the Father of this 
age. Wherein the wealth of nations will consist in this age who 
shall say ? Whether one nation shall be richer and more pros- 
perous than another in this age who shall determine ? What the 
wealth of soil when the curse shall be removed from it ; what the 
wealth of ocean when a new atmosphere surrounding our world shall 
moderate — if not rid it altogether from — its tempests, tornadoes, 
and cyclones ? What the wealth of mines after the upheavings 
and birth-throes of a new creation, who shall conceive or express ? 
What the wealth of labour and value of life when the present maxi- 
mum shall become exchanged for a minimum of disease and death, 
and men shall live to the age of trees, who shall say? How capital 
and labour shall be brought into harmonious co-operation ; who 
shall be capitalists and who labourers ; whether the new order of 
things upon which the nations that are saved shall enter will be 
the surge of city life or the calm of an American plain ; are ques- 
tions which can be asked but cannot be answered until that day. 
But that these questions must be raised and their issues arranged 
is as certain as that there will be a material earth peopled with 
myriads of ou:p race for a thousand years, adding generation to 
generation at increasing ratio, freed from the wasting influences of 
war, pestilence, earthquake, and tempest. That uses will be freed 
from abuses, that wealth possessed in any form will be rightly 
applied, we may be sure ; but how — we mugt wait to see. That 
the mistakes of dreaming theorists and the plans of unpractical men 
will be superseded by the truth of a political economy suited to the 
age, we may be also sure. Men will not be left to a waste of time 
and mind in experimenting and research, but from Him who, in 
the past, has not disdained to ''teach the ploughman how to scatter 
tie cummin, and cast in the principal wheat, and the appointed 
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barley and rye in their place," they shall leam how best to secure 
the wealth of soil, and labour, and coin. And as unity will be the 
order of that age, we expect to find universal, one language, one code, 
one currency, and one coinage, as there will be one Lord, and His 
name one. 

4th. In relation to commerce. 

When in this new age the principles of true political economy 
have been propounded, adopted, and applied, and the new order of 
things settled under a paternal government, we may expect it to be 
a time of unprecedented and uninterrupted commercial prosperity. 
When the selfishness of nations not less than that of individuals 
shall be no more, when no man shall seek his own alone, but every 
man another's wealth too, then shall the dream of philosophers and 
the yearning of humanity become realised in one universal brother- 
hood. The good of one shall be considered the good of each, and 
the good of each the good of all. When the principles of fair 
trading shall be mutually recognised. When the day's work shall 
be fairly remunerated in the day's wage, and both master and man 
shall be cheerful and content each in his several station. When 
the merchant and ship-owner on 'change shall be fair and equitable 
in their dealings one with the other. When the grower, the dealer, 
and the consumer, meeting in the market-place, shall " look not 
every man on his own things alone, but also on the things of 
another." When the seller shall not ask more than he needs to 
take or intends to take, nor require to reserve a margin from which 
to make the abatement the buyer is now sure to expect. When 
the buyer will account the price asked the price intended to be 
taken, and will not finesse to secure an abatement, but commercial 
confidence in one another shall be restored. Competition there 
may be within certain limits, but of a healthy and stimulating tone, 
producing emulation without provoking rivalry. All attempts to 
over-reach or "best" one's neighbour will be, together with the 
curse, done away. A man shall guard his neighbour's interest as 
"his own, and so respect his word that should he " swear to his own 
hurt, he changeth not." 

When thus it shall be that men shall fear only evil, and rejoice 
in all that is good and God-like, when they shall call Jerusalem 
the throne of the Lord, and all the nations shall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord there ; to Jerusalem it shall be said, 

Then shalt then fear, and overflow with joy ; 

And thy heart shall tremble and be enlarged ; 

When the riches of the sea shall be brought to thee ; 

When the wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 

A multitude of camels shall cover thee ; 

The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah ; 

All of them from Sheba shall come : 

Gold and frankincense shall they bear ; 

And shall sing the praises of Jehovah. 

All the flocks of Eedar shall be gathered unto thee ; 
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iTnto thee shall the rams of Nebaioth minister : 

They shall ascend with acceptance on mine altar ; , 

And my glorious house I will make glorious. 

Who are these that fly like a cloud ? 

And like doves to their windows ? 
Verily the distant coasts shall await for me, 
And the ships of Tarshish among the first, 
To bring thy sons from afar, 
Their sUver and their gold with them ; 
On account of the Name of Jehovah, thy God, 
And of the Holy One of Israel, for He hath glorified thee. 
Instead of brass, I will bring gold ; 
And instead of iron, I will bring silver ; 
And instead of wood, brass ; 
And instead of stones, iron. 
And I will make thine inspectors, peace ; 
And thine exactors, righteousness. 

(IsA. Ix. 6-9, 17, Boothroyd's Version.) 

And scarcely less inspired was Cowper thus to sing : — 
Behold the measure of a promise filled ; 
See Salem built, the labour of a God ! 
Bright as a sun the sacred city shines ; 
All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 
Flock to that light, the glory of all lands 
Flows into her : unbounded is her joy. 
And endless her increase. Thy rams are there 
Nebaioth, and the flocks of Eedar there ; 
The looms of Ormus, and the mines of Ind, 
And Saba's spicy groves, pay tribute there. 
Praise is in all her gates ; upon her walls. 
And in her streets, and in her spacious courts, 
Is heard salvation. Eastern Java there 
Kneels with the native of the farthest west, 
And Ethiopia spreads abroad the hand 
And worships. Her report has travelled forth 
Into all lands. From every clime they come 
To see thy beauty and to share thy joy, 
Zion ! an assembly such as earth 
Saw never, such as heaven stoops down to see. 

" Winter Walk at Noon:\ 

For an intelligent grasp of our subject, it is important that our 
readers should keep distinct the two regions now under con- 
sidera^tion, and the two orders of existence suited to each. 

Firstly : we have New Jerusalem descended Yfh&rem the glorified 
t !saints are together with Christ, inhabiting the mansions prepared 
for them as " children of the resurrection, which neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, neither can they die any more, for they 
are equal unto the angels," now their companions in glory. And, 
next, we have Jerusalem restored, a material city, wherein the seed 
of Abraham according to the flesh are dwelling, concerning whom 
it is written, ** There shall yet old men and old women dwell in 
the streets of Jerusalem, every man with his staff ixi his hand for 
very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and 
girlB pl&ying therein " (Zech. viii. 4, 5). These, and the nationa 
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round about, and afar off, even unto the ends of the earth, it is, 
whose conditions of existence we are now considering under seven 
aspects. 

5th. In relation to social life. 

For now we shall see society modelled upon a Divine plan, and 
so learn how far distinction of class has been a divine ordinance or 
the result of curse. It is quite certain that Ham and his descendants 
have been under curse from the beginning, but when the curse is 
repealed this can be no longer. Yet must there be servants under 
yoke, and masters who shall rule them righteously in any condition 
of human society that can exist. How this will be adjusted we 
must wait to see, but condescension in the one class, and content- 
ment in the other, will be essential to their permanent happiness. 
That there will be less need than now for the New Testament ad- 
monitions to the one to ** forbear threatening, and to give that 
which is just and equal ; " to the other " not to purloin but to show 
all good fidelity," we may be sure. The commercial and domestic 
relations that must be sustained will necessitate captains and 
seamen, masters and servants, employers and employed, and happy 
will be their lot who shall see society thus one perfect whole, com- 
plete in harmony, as the greater and lesser wheels of one vast 
machinery. Then too shall family life become purged from the ills 
that now afflict it. The husband the head of the wife, honoured by 
her to whom he shall give honour as the weaker vessel. That men 
and 'women too will make the sad mistakes that now are made by 
pleasing themselves for a day, and then punishing each other for 
the rest of their days, we cannot think. That the exception of the 
present will become the rule of that age, by seeking divine direction 
in all such matters, we think likely ; but that the conjugal relation 
must be delivered from many of its present evils in order to the 
better training of families, is certain. For then the son naust 
honour the father, and the daughter the mother, and obedience to 
parents now so generally withheld must be restored, that the 
dignity of the patriarch among his children and servants may be 
uniformly sustained. That much of the despite now shown to 
authority is owing to the undignified beaiing and mean indulgences 
of those who hold it, must be sorrowfully confessed. In social 
habits, such as eating, drinking, and dress, moderation will be the 
rule, excess the exception, rendering voluntary abstinence as well 
as permissive or prohibitory ndeasures needless. We cannot think 
that the beverage derived from a wholesome brewing of malt and 
hops, any more than the fruit of the vine expressed, fermented, 
and preserved in wood until required for use, will be placed under 
the ban of prohibition as now by many. If byead was given 
to strengthen man, and oil to make his face to shine, not less 
was wine given by the same hand to make glad the heart of 
man. But when man's chief enemy is imprisoned, and good 
influences abound as now evil^ men shall be better able to use 
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the world and all that is therein without abuse. Industry and 
indolence, right and wrong will then as surely as now, and even 
more surely, bear good or evil fruit according to the sowing. 
" Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap,'* is a prin- 
ciple universally and eternally true. In amusements we shall 
hope to see athletic games and strivings for mastery conducted 
upon sound principles, in equitable and honourable rivalry. The 
drama purged from all objections, may become a means and medium 
of instruction, as well as of entertainment. We shall hope then to 
see our places of worship and our places of entertainment preserving 
that distinctness of character which belongs to them severally, 
the preacher of the gospel no more invading the theatre than 
" dissolving views " the place of worship. Music, both sacred and 
secular, rightly timed and rightly placed, encouraged, indulged, 
and cultivated without fear of excess ; and all with an elevating 
tone and tendency. Field sports in the form of hunting and 
shooting must be materially modified if not altogether abolished a^ 
such. To find sport in killing is abhorrent to every rightly tutored 
mind, and to chase a hare, or fox, or stag, until overtaken or torn 
to pieces by hounds ** to the manner born," is cruelty refined. We 
observe that Nimrod, the father of the chase, was the grandson of 
Ham the accursed. 

In the matter of education, we shall then see to what extent it 
is compatible with faithful and contented service in the classes born 
to serve. It is certain that now, whether the negro of pure African 
descent, or the rustic cottager of the English province and American 
State, or the skilled artisan of European and American countries ; 
education in the rights of man, the arts of music, painting, and 
literature, the sciences of astronomy and chemistry, unfits them for 
the station in life they are evidently born to fill, as society requires 
them to fill. This is a felt and growing difficulty in European, 
American, and Australian society ; and is the root of the threatened 
disorganisation of social life. Nor to our minds is there any 
stronger evidence of an impending crisis, than the growing im- 
patience of rule, rendering impossible and impracticable the 
relations so long existing between what is popularly called the 
upper, middle, and lower classes of society. The loosening of the 
pins that have so long held its framework together, implies an 
impending ruin. 

In worship, the sanctity of the Sabbath as the seventh day of the 
week, will, we believe, become universal, and the letter of the fourth 
commandment — good alike in its provision for man and beast — 
strictly observed. Nor do we think it unlikely that the Lord's 
day, as the first day of the week, may have continued observance 
as a day of feasting and gladness and release from servile work ; in 
commemoration of earth's brightest event, the rising from the tomb 
of its Messiah. But the decalogue in its entirety will become the 
ifntten law of Israel and of the nations. And if every nation 
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shall send its delegates to represent it from year to year to worship 
the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles at 
Jerusalem, it will follow that the Israelitish ritual and religious 
observance will be universal among the nations afar oflf as well as at 
Jerusalem. Not perhaps in meats and drinks and divers washings 
and carnal ordinances imposed on them of old until the time of 
reformation ; for now that further reformation has come, and with 
it Christ as the King-Priest in person, in a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle than that of the past or present age, many of these will 
be done away. Yet is it evident from Ezek. xliii. 18-27, that " the 
bullock of the sin offering shall be burnt in the appointed place of 
the house without the sanctuary, and the priests shall make your 
burnt offerings and your peace offerings upon the altar and I will 
accept you, saith the Lord God." All this, however, not typical 
and anticipative, but sacramental and commemorative, for still th« 
cross shall be the central object of human history, the central sub- 
ject of universal adoration, the central sun of every system, earthly 
and heavenly. For the song of the sanctified still shall be — 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of Time, 
All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. — Sir John Bowring, 



Or, again : 



Sing the Cross ; 0, badge of shame ! 

Be Staff of Glory, now thy name : 

Sing the Cross, for o*er thy tree 

What triumphs crowd, blest Calvary I — Good, 



That neglect and disobedience will be possible even in that age is 
evident from the provisions contained in Zech. xiv. 17-19 : " It 
shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the 
earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, even 
upon them shall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up 
and come not that have no rain, there shall be the plague where- 
with the Lord will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the 
feast of tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and 
the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles." That social wrong will exist, is also apparent from 
Isaiah xxxii. 6 and 7 : ** The vile person will speak villany, and 
his heart will work iniquity, to utter error against the Lord ; he 
deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even 
when the needy speaketh right." But from the 5th verse we learn, 
** The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said 
to be bountiful." Men and things shall be called by their right 
names ; flattering titles shall be no longer bestowed upon the un- 
worthy, nor shall ** folly be set in great dignity, servants upon 
horses, and princes walking upon the ground," as heretofore. 
Virtue shall receive its due meed, and vice its due punishment. 

6th. In relation to human physique. 
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That the antediluvians should have lived to such advanced ages 
as 800 and 900 years, has raised the question whether or not the 
atmosphere in which our race then lived and hreathed could have 
heen the same as since the flood. However that may have been, 
we find that with the promise of " new heavens,'' (which we take 
to mean new atmosphere,) '*and a new earth," (which we take 
to mean this same earth under new conditions,) we have this also 
promised, ** There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days, for the child shall die an 
hundred years old, but the sinner being an hundred years old shall 
be accursed. And they shall build houses and inhabit them ; and 
they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall 
not build and another inhabit, they shall not plant and another eat ; 
for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in 
vain, nor bring forth for trouble, for they are the seed of the blessed 
of the Lord, and their offspring with them." (Isa. Ixv. 20-23.) 
From all which we understand, that a short-lived infant, or a man 
prematurely old, shall among the righteous be no more, that a 
righteous man dying at a hundred years old shall be accounted a child, 
while the sinner of a hundred years old shall die, and be accursed. 
And so shall a force be given to certain passages which our 
experience of life hitherto has failed to confirm ; such as these, 
'* Wicked and deceitful men shall not live out half their days " 
(Ps. Iv. 23). ** The fear of the Lord prolongeth days, but the years 
of the wicked shall be shortened " (Prov. x. 27). " Be not wicked, 
neither foolish : why shouldest thou die before thy time ? " (Ecc. 
vii. 17). And for a good reason men shall live thus long, and life 
shall be desirable and enjoyable to them, when the curse shall be 
removed, which has brought " consumption and fever and inflam- 
mation with extreme burning, blasting, and mildew," and in its 
place blessing abounds ** in the fruit of their body, in the fruit of 
their ground, in the fruit of their cattle, the increase of their kine 
and the flocks of their sheep, blessed in the city, and blessed in the 
field, blessed in their basket and store, blessed when they come in 
and blessed when they go out." Life itself shall be a boon and a 
blessing, coveted and desired, for then " the inhabitant (of Zion) 
shall not say I am sick, but the people that dwell therein shall be 
forgiven their iniquity " (Isa. xxxiii. 24). Also we think that with 
the removal of fell disease from the earth, and with peace and 
plenty abounding on every hand, the physique of the race will im- 
prove with healthy parentage. When health becomes restored to 
mind, body, and estate, and continued generation after generation, 
men will not be pained as now with the sight and sense of crippled 
life. Idiots, imbeciles, lunatics, incurables, deaf, blind, mutes, 
hideous dwarfs and deformities, we expect will be rarely, if ever 
found. Such sadness we expect will cease. 
7tb, In relation to the earth, animal, and vegetable life. 
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What it will be to have the curse removed from the ground, 
called by the apostle ** the bondage of corruption," we may best 
learn by considering the consequences involved in the curse pro- 
nounced upon it. ** And the Lord God said, Cursed is the ground 
for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life, 
thorns and thistles shall it bring forth unto thee " (Gen. iii. 17, 18). 
This work of the Creator in the production of thorns and thistles, 
briers and brambles, noxious and extraneous growths, in animal, 
insect, reptile, and vegetable life, seems a work to be undone by the 
same power that gave them birth, according to that word, " I, even 
I, am He, and there is no god with Me ; I kill, and I make alive ; 
I wound, and I heal '* (Deut. xxxii. 39). And when we shall hear 
Him say, ** Behold, I make all things new " (Rev. xxi. 5), we shall 
expect to see some things that have been made for curse, unmade 
for blessing. Hitherto He has called " the locust, the cankerworm, 
the caterpillar, and the palmer worm. My great army " (Joel ii. 25) ; 
but when times of curse shall give place to times of blessing, this 
great army of His shall be no more. Pests and pestilences shall 
be no more, for He hath promised His people, saying, **Iwill 
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground, neither shall your vine cast her fruit before 
the time in the field, saith the Lord of Hosts " (Mai. iii. 2). Long, 
very long, hath it seemed hard upon the fair creation, the animal 
and the vegetable world, that in pest and pestilence, brier and 
blight, it should have suffered for man the sinner's sin. But " the 
creation was made subject to vanity (instability, change, decay), 
not of its own will, but by reason of Him who hath made it subject 
in hope, because even the creation itself shall be set free from 'the 
bondage of corruption, into the liberty of the glory of the children 
of God ; for we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth ' 
in pain together until now." (See Alford, Rom. viii. 20-22.) 

That man should ever have fallen so low in his moral instincts 
of right and wrong as to inflict torture upon even the lowest order 
of God's creatures, in pursuit of curious if not profitless inquiry, is 
the shame of our boasted age of progress and civilisation. If God's 
tender mercies are over all His works, it ill becomes the sinner to 
intensify the bitterness of the curse entailed by his sin upon, the 
sinless creature. 

That the order of Divine providence will be changed in relation 
to creatures whose nature it now is to prey upon one another is 
manifest from several Scriptures. ** The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shall lie 
down together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox " (Isa. xi. 
6, 7). And from the following verse it is shown that the venomous 
reptiles shall be rendered harmless, even to playfulness. The same 
creative spirit that hath '^ garnished the heavens, hath ako fotmo.^ 
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the crooked serpent, but in these we have only seen parts of His 
ways, for how little a portion is known of Him ? " (Job xxvi. 13, 14). 
He who formed the creatures as they are, could as soon re-form 
them, answerable to the purpose of another age. The new creation 
doubtless will appear in all its plenitude of glory, and infinitude of 
form and colour, developing new forms of beauty and odours of 
fragrance. What new varieties of bloom and fruit, to us as yet un- 
known, may not be given to man by Him " who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy." Whether ** the trees for meat " shown to Ezekiel, 
and ** the tree of life *' shown to John are identical, or a counter- 
part on earth of that in heaven, is not clear ; but certain it is, that 
both speak of them as bearing fruit monthly, and the leaf thereof 
for medicine. John expressly tells us '* the tree of life bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month, and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations " (Rev. xxii. 2), Ezekiel 
describes the trees he saw as " trees for meat, whose leaf shall not 
fade, it shall bring forth new fruit according to its months ; the 
fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine." 
(Ezek. xlvii. 12). If here we have a tree bearing fruit monthly, a 
fresh manner of fruit every month for meat, and leaves ever green, 
never fading, for medicine, it will indeed be a new variety. A.nd 
all ** because the waters of the river issued out of the sanctuary, 
for everything liveth whithersoever the river cometh." How much 
of fact and how much of figure is here, — again we must say, — the 
day will declare. But it is interesting to observe that the waters 
of this river are represented as affecting the sea commonly under- 
stood to be the Dead Sea, or Lake Asphaltites, and covering the 
site of the ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. In Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible we find he has this passage in his description 
of The Salt Sea : " the usual and perhaps the most ancient name 
for the remarkable lake which to the Western world is now 
generally known as the Dead Sea. In Ezek. xlvii. 8, it is styled 

* The sea,' and distinguished from *the great sea,' the Mediter- 
ranean (verse 10). Its connection with Sodom is first suggested in 
the Bible in 2 Esd. v. 7, by the name of * Sodomitish Sea.* In 
the Talmudical books it is called both the * Sea of Salt ' and the 

* Sea of Sodom.' With all the brilliancy of its illumination, its 
frequent beauty of colouring, the fantastic grandeur of its enclosing 
mountains, and the tranquil charm afforded by the reflection of that 
unequalled sky on the no less unequalled mirror of the surface, — 
with all these, the prevalent sterility, and the dry burnt look of 
the shores, the overpowering heat, the occasional smell of sulphur, 
the dreary salt marsh at the southern end, and the fringe of dead 
driftwood round the margin, must go far to excuse the title which 
so many ages have attached to the lake, and which we may be sure 
it will never lose." 

May we ? We are inclined to think that when the days come 
that we have now under consideiation the very name of Dead Sea 
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will die. For what do we read by the spirit of prophecy placed on 
record these many years ? ** These waters issue out towards 
the east country, and go down into the desert (of Judah), and go 
into the sea, which being brought forth into the sea the waters 
shall be healed. And it shall come to pass that everything that 
liveth which moveth whithersoever the river shall come, shall live, 
and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these 
waters shall come thither, for they shall be healed, and everything 
shall live whither the river cometh. And fishers shall stand upon 
it from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim, they shall be a place to 
spread forth nets, their fish shall be according to their lands, as 
the fish of the great sea (Mediterranean) exceeding many.'' (Ezek. 
xlvii. 8-10.) Surely such a deposit of life will not continue to be 
called The Dead Sea ! 

So much then for Millennial blessedness. One Lord, and his 
name one. The knowledge of the Lord covering the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. Satan bound and saints free. Truth spring- 
ing out of the earth, and Righteousness looking down from heaven. 
Swords beaten into ploughshares, and spears into pruning hooks ; 
the art of war forgotten in the arts of peace abounding. The 
wolf and the lamb feeding together, and the lion eating hay like the 
bullock. The days of men like the days of a tree, and long enjoy- 
ing the work of their hands, for they are the seed of the blessed of 
the Lord and their ofi'spring with them, and it shall come to pass 
that before they call He will answer, and while they are yet speaking 
He will hear ; for the tabernacle of God shall be with men, and He 
will dwell with them, they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them and be their God. And this for a thousand 
years ! 

O scenes surpassing fable, and yet true, 

Scenes of accomplished bliss ; which who can see, 

Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 

His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy ? 

Rivers of gladness water all the earth, 

And clothe all climes with beauty ; the reproach 

Of barrenness is past. The fruitful field 

Laughs with abundance ; and the land, once lean, 

Or fertile only in its own disgrace, 

Exults to see its thistly curse repealed. 

The various seasons woven into one, 

And that one season an eternal spring. 

The garden fears no blight, and needs no fence, 

For there are none to covet ; all are full. 

The lion, and the libbard, and tho bear, 

Graze with the fearless flocks ; all bask at noon 

Together, or aU gambol in the shade 

Of the same grove, and drink one common stream. 

Antipathies are none. No foe to man 

Lurks in the serpent now; the mother sees. 

And smiles to see, her infantas playful hand 

Stretched forth to dally with the crested worm, 
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To stroke his aznre neck, or to receive 
The lambent homage of his arrowy tongne. 
All creatures worship man, and all maiidkind 
One Lord, One Father. Error has no place : 
That creeping pestilence is driven away ; 
The breath of heaven has chased it. In the heart 
No passion touches a discordant string. 
But all is harmony and love. Disease 
Is not : the pure and uncontaminate blood 
Holds its due course, nor fears the frost of age. 
One song employs all nations ; and all cry, 
" Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for us ! '* 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy ; 
Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous Hosanna round. 

Cowpbe's *• fVinter Walk at Noon.*' 



VII. THE LOOSING OF SATAN AND HIS FINAL RUIN. 

But the seventh chiliad of time as the day of man's rest will 
have its evening too. When the seventh day is recorded as 
God's day of rest, it has for its limit no morning no evening. His 
time for rest or work has no limit. When " God in the beginning 
created the heaven and the earth '' it was not His beginning but 
theirs ; when He rested from all His work which He had made He 
ceased not from work, but only in that particular. Ever working, 
ever resting. Watts nobly sings, 

Thy throne eternal ages stood 

Ere seas or stars were made, 
Thou art the ever living Ood 

Were all the nations dead. 

Eternity with all its years 

Stands present in Thy view, 
To Thee there's nothing old appears, 

Great God, there's nothing new. 

Our lives through various scenes are drawn, 

And vexed with trifling cares, 
While Thine eternal thought moves on 

Thine undisturbed affairs. 

But Earth and Time, as the scene and space of man's work and 
man*s rest, will, with its seven-thousandth year, we believe, com- 
plete its history and reach the limit assigned to both by the Creator, 
so far as revealed in His word. Hence we read of the closing in of 
this day of millennial glory with shadows dark and deep, though 
happily of brief duration, termed a little season. For the Dragon, 
that Old Serpent which is the Devil and Satan, is bouad only " until 
tie tbouBsaxd years should be fulfilled, and after that he must be 
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loosed a little season." (Bev. xx. 8.) This is a most wonderful 
fact in revealed truth ; and one end of his life being thus prolonged 
will doubtless be to magnify the power of God as greater to hold 
him in check for a thousand years than at once to crush and destroy 
him. But power and daring enough remain in him after this his 
long imprisonment to dare and defy Omnipotence yet once again, 
and he will find moreover ready and willing agents through whom 
to carry out his presumptuous design. For we read, '* When the 
thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners 
of the earth, Gog and Magog (which we must be careful not to con- 
found with the pre-millennial gathering tobattleunderthesame name) 
to gather them together to battle, the number of whom is as the 
sand'of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city,'' 
by which we understand an encampment round about restored 
Jerusalem, which for a thousand years has been the earth's metro- 
polis. This will be Satan's and man's combined and crowning act of 
presumption, in chastisement for which we wonder not to read on, 
*' And fire came down out of heaven from God and consumed them. 
And that enemy who deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 
and sulphur (the most eflfective for the destruction of life), where 
both the beast and the false prophet were cast, and they will be 
tormented day and night for the ages of the ages." (Emphatic 
Diaglott, Rev. xx. 7-10.) 

Thus we see every dealing of God with man commencing with 
blessing, through man's degeneracy ending in curse. In Eden 
*' God blessed them and said. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replen- 
ish the earth," but how soon ! " Cursed is the ground for thy sake, in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life." And curse 
continued until *' God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and it repented the Lord (wonderful words) that He had 
made man upon the earth." The very faculty given to man above the 
brute, that he might glorify God and enjoy Him for ever, he employed 
to sink himself beneath the brute and to corrupt his way upon the 
earth, and so the flood came and destroyed them all. Again God 
began with man, and to Noah and his sons He said, ^^ Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth ;" but how soon he had to 
interfere with devices laid in defiance of Himself ! and He scattered 
them abroad upon the face of the earth. They said, " Go to, let us 
build ;" and they went to, and * got up a company' without God ; and 
what came of it ? What has come to many companies since, whose 
reckoning has been without God — Babel. Again God began with 
Abram, saying, "I will bless thee, and make thy name great, and 
thou shalt be a blessing." A few centuries pass away, and 
what do we hear Him say to the seed of Abraham ? " Hear this 
word that the Lord hath spoken against you, children of Israel 
against the whole family which I brought up from the land of 
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Egypt, saying. You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth ; therefore will I punish you for all your iniquities. Can two 
walk together except they be agreed?'' (Amos iii. 1-3). And 
when they had filled up the measure of their iniquity by crucifying 
their Messiah, soon, very soon, the curse fell upon their city to its 
destruction, and upon their nation to its dispersion. The very 
canon of Old Testament Scripture, commencing with so much of 
blessing to the race, closes with the warning, ** Lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse '' (Mai. iv. 6). Again God began 
with man on the dav of Pentecost in the endowment of the church 
with blessing and power to bless, and the chapters that open in 
greatest blessing we have seen close in the greatest curse the earth 
has ever seen, in Satan's masterpiece, the Man of Sin. 

But now the greatest wonder of all is, that millennial blesse'dness 
should end in curse let loose again, resulting in the siege of 
restored Jerusalem, "the beloved city:" for which act of presump- 
tuous folly and wickedness fire descends from God out of heaven 
and devours them. Thus briefly and graphically is the overthrow 
of man and man's enemy described, and such a direct intervention 
of judgment we may suppose to have been imperative, for we can- 
not conceive of the city and its inhabitants as in any way qualified 
to sustain a siege or resist an assault. 

Now must take place that most awful if not most wonderful 
event of human history. 



THE GENERAL RESUBRECTION AND JUDGMENT, 

wherein, according to our Lord's words, ''all that are in their graves 
shall hear His voice and shall come forth, they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of judgment " (see Alford), and according to John, 
" The sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades 
delivered up the dead which were in them." And here let us note 
that the resurrection of the one class is as real a bodily resurrec- 
tion as that of the other ; for we must insist that the promise to 
the believer is not less a threat to the unbeliever, " I will raise him 
up at the last day." Not only in the words above quoted have we 
this revealed, bat Paul to Felix declares, ** there shQ,ll be a resur- 
rection both of the just and the unjust." (Acts xxiv. 15.) Nor 
may we inquire of these, any more than of those in the first resur- 
rection, *' How are the dead raised up, and with what body do they 
come ?" It should suffice us to hear our Lord first say, " Fear 
Him which hath power to destroy both soul and body in hell ;" and 
finally John, ** I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God." 
Li the body, men have sinned ; sin hath been to a great extent the 
result of its promptings ; in the body, therefore, men must receive 
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their sentence, and the body as well as the soul must become the 
subject of the second death." We must all be made manifest 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done through the body according to the things that he did, 
whether good or bad." (2 Cor. v. 10. See Alford.) 

Thus before the great white throne (emblem of omniscience, 
purity, and perfection in judgment) set up in the heavenlies must 
appear in one dread assembly all fallen intelligences, human and 
angelic. But first in order we think must come the judgment of 
angels ; sinners as they were before men, we suggest that their 
judgment will be likely to precede that of men. And that they 
are to be judged is evident from two passages, ** Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels ?" (1 Cor. vi. 3.) and " The angels which 
kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation. He hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day " (2 Peter, ii. 4 ; and Jude 6). From which it is 
evident that before Satan and his legions are consigned to the lake 
of fire, he and they must stand in the judgment to receive their 
sentence from Christ and his saints, then seated with Him in the 
throne of His glory. Now it shall be seen whether all the angels 
who kept not their first estate come under the judgment of condem- 
nation ; or whether (as some think) Christ went and preached to 
these spirits in prison during the forty days that elapsed between 
His resurrection from the tomb and His ascension from Mount Olivet. 
What Peter meant when he wrote that crux of all commentators, 
1 Peter iii. 19, 20, we then shall know. That the preaching of our 
blessed Lord to any spirits anywhere could be in vain cannot be 
thought ; "He shall not fail nor be discouraged; " but to whom and 
to what end this was, we then shall see. Certain it is that Peter 
apprehended a feature of our Lord's mission to fallen spirits about 
which, to say the least, there is much obscurity. That Satan, the 
tempter of our race, was first the tempter of his own, we believe. 
That the sin of the tempted is less in degree than that of the 
tempter is certain. That the weak are always the prey of the 
strong, if God be not their helper, is equally certain. That His 
tender mercies are over all His works, His word declares. That 
His rational creatures, both human and angelic, share those mercies 
most, is evident. That He has been long-suflfering toward men, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance, Peter declares. That grace has been shown to elect 
angels, enabling them to keep their first estate, and may yet have 
been shown to others who kept not their first estate, is at least 
suggested by the passage quoted from Peter. 

With what absorbing interest, an interest surpassing all other, 
shall we then discover the origin of evil. How amidst the hier- 
archy of heaven one was found with pride and daring enough to 
dare Omnipotence, and others too of meaner rank to join the rebel 
host I How much of fact or fiction, how much of inspiration our 
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Milton had, when he penned that glorious commentary on Hebrews 
i. 6, we then shall know : — 

*' Hear all ye angels, progeny of light, 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, yirtnes, powers. 
Hear My decree, which unrevoked shall stand : 
This day I have hegot whom I declare 
M^ only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now hehold 
At My right hand ; your Head I Him appoint ; 
And by Myself have sworn, to Him shall bow 
All knees in heaven, and shall confess Him Lord. 
Under His great viceregent- reign abide 
United, as one individual soul 
For ever happy : him who disobeys, 
Me disobeys, breaks union ; and that day, 
Oast out from God and blessed vision, falls 
Into utter darkness, deep engulfed, his place 
Ordain'd, without redemption, without end." 



Satan ; so call him now ; his former name 

Is heard no more in heaven : he, of the first, 

If not the first archangel, great in power. 

In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught 

With envy against the Son of God, that day 

Honoured by his Great Father, and proclaimed 

Messiah, King anointed, could not bear. 

Through pride, that sight, and thought himself impaired, 

Deep malice thence conceiving, and disdain ! 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 

Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved 

With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 

Unworshipped, unobeyed, the throne supreme, 

Contemptuous. Paradise Lost, Book v. 

Then shall it be shown who was chief sinner and who next and 
next. And if the least responsible shall be the first to die, it will 
follow that the first that sinned shall be the longest sufferer and 
the last to die. For now the lake of fire, " the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels,'* must receive its first con- 
signment. Strong and mighty angels., those terrible ministers of 
vengeance, must now fulfil their dread mission, for at length ** the 
time " (Matt. viii. 29) so long delayed has come. No longer a 
prison, a bottomless pit ; but a lake of fire, a pit of destruction, 
an everlasting destruction in the sense that it will be irretrievable, 
resulting in extinction, that God may be all in alL 

When thus man's tempter has been judged and received his 
sentence — the execution of which may last for an age or ages — ^man 
the tempted must stand in the judgment to receive his sentence 
too. And then must appear the scene depicted first by our Lord 
in Matt. XXV., and then by the Seer in Patmos, Eev. xx. 12. And 
because great difference of opinion exists as to the identity of these 
two scenes, we will fortify our position by quoting one who will be 
an authority with some if not with all. Dean Alford, in his com- 
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mentary on Matt. xxv. 31-46, says, *' We now come to the great 
and universal judgment at the end of this period — the millennial 
kingdom — also prophesied of distinctly in order in Eev. xx. 11-15, 
in which all the dead both small and great stand before God. 
Notice the precision of the words in verse 31, * But when,' 
literally * whenever,' this setting forth the indefiniteness of the 
time, the * but ' showing the distinction from the two parables fore- 
going, and * then ' to mark a precise time when all this shall take 
place — a day of judgment." Then must be seen standing in the 
judgment the parents of our race (unless indeed already manifested 
at the pre-mUlenial assize), when we shall learn the measure of 
their responsibility, and their interest in that atonement about 
which they can have known so little intelligently. Whether the 
sin of Eve, who was the first in the transgression, was equal to that 
of Adam, seeing that he was alone when the prohibition was given, 
and she was assailed by the tempter as the weaker of the two. 
Then must stand in the judgment the first man-slayer, who only 
in the blow that proved fatal to his brother could become aware of 
the meaning of death, and what would cause it, and could only 
measure his guilt when God said, " What hast thou done ? the 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground." 
(Gen. iv. 10.) That he was of that wicked one is more evident in 
his hate of his brother's righteous works than in slaying his 
brother, which was but the sad fruit of an evil root. Then must 
stand in the judgment those ancient sinners to whom the seventh 
from Adam prophesied, saying, '' Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to con- 
vince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against them." Thus early in 
the world's history were men warned of judgment to come upon all 
ungodliness. But if it shall be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, for Tyre and Sidon in that day than for sinners of later 
date, what may not be said for these to whom judgment became 
first proclaimed. 

And this we take to be an important feature in the judg- 
ment now under consideration, the relative responsibility of the 
judged, the principle contained in the words, ** That servant 
which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required : and to whom men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more" (Luke xii. 47, 48). And 
hence it is manifest that Omniscience alone could be the judge of 
quick and dead. For then shall the righteous of all ages, coun- 
tries, climes and times, who have in that sense which God will 
approve obeyed the law written in their conscienGe) b^ vdc<i\^4w^^2^ 
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a " Come ye blessed of my Father/' much to their astonishment as 
it would seem, from their response, " When saw we thee," &c., 
having had, it may be, no Scripture revelation, but only the law of 
kindness written in their hearts ; while others who have had 
gospel light and teaching shall be found on the left hand, learning 
but too late that faith without works is dead, being alone, as they 
shall hear from the lips of the Judge their sentence, " Depart ye 
cursed." 

Whether all that have ever lived and breathed the breath of life 
will re-appear to stand in judgment there, may admit of question in 
the light of some portions of Scripture testimony. If ** the King 
whose name is the Lord of hosts hath said concerning Babylon, her 
princes, and her wise men, her captains, her rulers, and her 
mighty men, they shall sleep a perpetual sleep and not wake " 
(Jer. li. 57), and ** As many as have sinned without law shall 
perish without law " (Rom. ii. 12), for " Where no law is there is 
no transgression " (Rom. iv. 15), it may be, that the heathen to 
whom the word of God has not been sent, comprising the myriads of 
India, China, and the aborigines of Africa, America, and Australia 
in the ages long past and gone, who, so far as we know have had 
no revelation, will not be raised to judgment, but in their present 
death have already utterly perished. And when we consider the 
infinitude of the human race, that during its seven thousand years' 
history shall have been born to live a few brief years, and then to 
pass away like a forgotten dream, a vast proportion of which have 
had no more moral training or acquaintance with a Creator than 
the brute creation around them, we feel driven to one or other of 
two conclusions, either they will be raised, smi without judgment 
become subjects of a revelation in some future age, or, in their 
present death continue dead, and prove to have been " put away 
like dross," to be taken into account no more. 

We are not unmindful that " the wrath of God is to be revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men," 
but it is to such as hold the truth in unrighteousness, and, there- 
fore, to such as have had a revelation of what truth is. Nor would 
we tamper with the words already quoted, '* All that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice," &c., and, '* I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God," &c. But finding the word " all " admits 
of considerable qualification in some Scriptures, we incline to 
think that it may also here. And when we consider the necessity 
of the chaflf to the wheat, and that both grow upon one stem 
from one root, and that the wheat he will gather into his gamer, 
but he will burn up the chaflf with unquenchable fire; we feel 
urged to inquire in more senses than one. What is the chaflf to 
the wheat ? 

The extent of revelation to the antediluvian world is to us almost 

entirely ojoknown. Whether Enoch was a preacher of righteous- 

neaa as well as a prophet of judgxaeiit ^^ ax^ not told ; we may 
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tilmost surely infer it, but with what result we know not. Noah is 
expressly called a preacher of righteousness, but whether even his 
wife, his sons, and his son's wives were obedient to righteousness 
or saved in any other sense than from a watery grave we know not. 
Whether Lot's dark lantern was the only ray of light that ever 
shone upon the cities of the plain we cannot tell ; but that the in- 
habitants of Sodom and Gomorrah must stand in the judgment 
appears certain from our Lord's words in Matt. x. 15. Whether 
the inhabitants of Canaan had a visitation of mercy ere God by 
Israel visited them in judgment, to destroy and dispossess them 
for all the abominations which they wrought in their .Moloch 
worship we are not told. That Nineveh ivas so visited and 
repented at the preaching of Jonah we are told. What the con- 
dition of the world, and what its measure of accountability has been 
in the various epochs of its history wherein God has been, or 
seemed to be, silent over it, we are left to conjecture. 

Those centuries that elapsed between the closing of the old 
canon of Scripture and the opening of the new, during which the 
<;ry of God's people must have been ascending to heaven, but 
He answering not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by 
prophets, but every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes, excepting those few who feared the Lord and thought 
on His name : and those centuries that preceded the Eefor- 
mation wherein the very Bible itself became buried or veiled in an 
unknown tongue : how it has been that in the moral as well as 
material universe, some parts have been light, others dark, and 
others again in perpetual twilight : how dark places of the earth 
have continued full of cruelty age after age : how justice and 
sovereignty harmonise in Him in whom there is no darkness at all, 
we shall in that day learn to our entire satisfaction. 

What an unveiling of God and man shall that day bring ! What 
deeds of darkness accomplished, but never known beyond their 
perpetrators, shall the light of that presence reveal ! What purposes 
of evil formulated but never accomplished for lack of power and 
opportunity must come forth for judgment then ! " As a man 
thinketh in his heart, so is he," and at this judgment-seat the 
thoughts and intents of the heart shall determine a man's works 
to have been good or ill. The covetous and oppressors who 
would have devoured widow's houses and disinherited the father- 
less had not God pleaded their cause, shall then be judged, as 
if they had brought their wicked devices to pass; and many 
shall be found to have coveted Naboth's vineyard without Ahab's 
power to acquire it. For now has come the day when *' God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts," '' when the earth shall 
disclose her blood and no more cover her slain." 

And not only the ages past and present shall stand in ^ud^meiLt 
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there, but the myriads yet unborn, who shall people the earth 
during the millennial period ; and who shall measure the 
accountability of that age, when Satan shall be bound and the 
Saviour shall reign, when righteousness shall be the rule and 
sin the exception? Surely sin against the light of that day 
will be sin indeed ! But the judgment must sit and the books 
be opened; and every man shall be judged out of those things 
which are written in the books according to his works. The 
judgment of Matt. xxv. and Kev. xx. is expressly a judgment of 
works. No question of creed or caste or nationality, Jew or 
Gentile is here ; every man*s work as the result of creed or no 
creed at all; effects not causes now are judged. "Inasmuch as 
ye did or did not;'' so runs the sentence. "And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life *' — here let us note the 
individuality of the judgment and sentence — " was cast into the lake 
of fire." This which is shown to John as a lake of fire is called by 
our Lord in Matt. xxv. " everlasting fire," and elsewhere is by 
him explained as destructive of body and soul in hell (Matt. x. 28). 
Paul also speaks of it as everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord (2 Thess. i. 9). But let any who doubt the finality of 
this end of the wicked consult the following seven passages, to 
which other seven might soon be added : Ps. xxxvii. 10 and 38, 
Ps. cxlv. 20, Obad. 16, Mai. iv. 1, 2 Peter ii. 12, Jude 12. From 
which it should appear to every candid mind, that the emblem of 
fire is employed by God as the most destructive element known, 
that thereby we might learn his will concerning the lost. That is 
not lost which can he found anywhere, neither has that perished 
which continues to exist. 

And when thus the work of the Son of God shall have been 
accomplished in the salvation of the redeemed, and in the destruc- 
tion of the works of the devil then must come 



THE SURRENDER OF THE KINGDOM 

*' to God even the Father, when He shall have put down all rule 
and all authority and power ; for He must reign till He hath put 
all enemies under His feet. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that 
put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.*' Can this 
be, while a rebel will exists, human or angelic, anywhere in His 
universe ? Not to our understanding of His being all in all. But 
when at length the last sinner has died, and with him death itself 
finally swallowed up in victory, the mystery of God therein will be 
truly finished. The purposes of Jehovah in Creation and Eedemp- 
tion having been completed by the revelation of Himself in a trinity 
of persons, " in bringing many sons unto glory," Jehovah reaches 
— recovers — that primeval status which was His while as yet the 
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Word was in the bosom of the Father, and shall then become 
what we take to be expressed in the words " God, all in all.'' 



Then must appear 

THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH, 

the last and best vision granted to John. For if the division 
of chapters had been ours the first verse of Rev. xxi. would have 
been the last verse of Rev. xx., regarding it as we do in point of 
order the last thing shown to John and the end of revelation. All 
that follows in point of record is but former vision in detail. We 
find mention of the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 
from God as the portion of the overcomers in Rev. iii. 12, and 
here in Rev. xxi. we have its description in detail. And this 
portion shall become theirs at the commencement of millennial 
glory, which now is done away by that glory which excelleth, 
in the new heavens and the new earth. For in the presence of 
the great white throne the earth and the heaven — that now 
is — ** fled away, and there was found no place for them," which 
we take to be but another form of expression for that of Peter's, 
" the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up." This being so, it is evident 
that all then living upon the earth must become — as to their 
bodies — the subjects of some change, that together with the risen 
dead they may stand before the great white throne for judgment 
after the material earth shall have passed away. But the new 
earth now under consideration has ** no more sea.'* No more con- 
tinents dividing nations and interests into home and foreign 
relations, no more islands isolating from their fellows ever so many 
or ever so few. One vast home without apartments, one vast 
country without provinces, one vast earth without sea. If in any 
sense whatever a material earth, we may be sure it will not be land 
without water : if as some think this has been the foreshadow and 
reflection of that which shall abide, we may yet have acquaintance 
with rivers, lakes, and inland seas, but troubled ocean seas no 
more. 

The finality of revelation to the believer we have already seen in 
the words, ** And so shall we ever be with the Lord " (1 Thess. iv. 
17). The remaining finalities we have now reached in these words, 
" Whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire " (Rev. xx. 15). " The devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire " (Rev. xx. 10). " Then cometh the 
end, when He delivereth up the kingdom to God and the Father 
.... that God may be all in all " (1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. Alford) ; 
and, lastly, "I saw a new heaven and a new eaT:tlv.> lo^ \?£^<b ^^^ 
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heaven and the first earth were passed away, and there was no more 
sea " (Eev. xxi. 1). 

" the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God ! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past 
finding out ! For who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who 
hath been His counsellor ? or who hath first given to Him and it 
shall be recompensed to him again ? for of Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

Bless'd be the Father and His love, 

To whose celestial source we owe 
Rivers of endless joy above, 

And rills of comfort here below. 

Glory to Thee, great Son of God, 
From whose dear wounded body rolls 

A precious stream of vital blood. 
Pardon and life for dying souls. 

We give Thee, sacred Spirit, praise, 

Who in our hearts of sin and woe 
Makes living springs of grace arise. 

And into boundless glory flow. 

Thus God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit we adore, 
That sea of life and love unknown, 

Without a bottom or a shore. — Watts. 

N. Starkby. 
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